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theibsialifest old Ruths bad-previded 3 but, mauntisg
a,boraeyilie vode full epeed 1o Awbien, - Kong before
hantddohtd Ahe. village, helearned: the dreadful tate
of the murder-; and though he did not like 40 bulieve-
Anthasy guilty, he knew not how to got over the
great. mass of ciroumstantial evidence which sven
his.owaletter contained againet him. - Evesy per-
aopr with whom he talked upon the subject, held the
same opinion § and many, who before had execrated
the 0!d man, and spoke with abhorrence of his treat
et Lo his sopynow mentioned him with pity and
respeat, and decried the young man, as & monater,
for whom kanging- was too good, who deserved to
dis.a thousand deaths. . - C :
+Betply - grieved - for- his  unfertunate ‘relative,’
Wildegrare  défended him with some warmth, and
urfed;iss anexcuse for his vonduot, the unnatural
trbutevent which b -had véiceived: from his father.
* 8ir,” said an old farmer who had atteniled the'
iHG8esd; = With all Nig Yaiits, the ol sgiive Whs an
honest man ; and, doubtless, he knew 'lh'éyli}d"bétiéi'
fHan wdhd,’ Wndtiad good reasons for acling as he
did, as the result has proved.’® * © 7t T Tt
Y It bas notbeen praved yet,”, gaid Froderick ;
« iiiif Y beligve, however strongly appearances may
Bé ‘aginst him, that Anthony Huyrdlestone pever
0?{@5‘“" the murder.”

.....
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. Mr;"?f‘dw.m P'm sarry to.contradict 4 gear.
tleman like you ; but did not Grenard Pike see himy
with his own eyes, firg at. the oid man thraugh the
window, and has he not known the lad from  a
!gmo‘;‘re z”m L i .

% Hé will be hanged,” said another, shrugging

;§°!'!lder'-., L ' e
,Q&“?&!@Jiw 8 third, .. e
f He wag a queer little boy,” said a fourth 5 ¢,
”’y;ar‘thguxhg he wauld come 1o any gogd.”. .-
.o s nucle was the ruiy of him,?  said ,a Althy
It he had never taken hima from the old man, the
g;iuégg would bave hoen aliye this day.”,, . =
e The o) squire is ta have a grand funeral.. He

ill b buried on Monday,” ssid the farmer. ¢-All
ég gentlemen ig the couptry will attend.” .
LTt would break bis beart, if be were alive,”
spid another, ¢ could he but see the fine coffin that
Joties is making for him. Itisall to be cavered
over with siik velvet and gold.” . )

. Pow old wus be 2’ said a third,

-5 Just in his sixty-6(th, and a five hale man for
hip years. He might have lived to have been s
bundred.”

“ Did they find any money in the house #* whis-
pered & long nosed, sharp visaged man. = ¢ [ heard
that he bad lgts hidden away under the thatch, Old
Grenard vows that a box containing several hundred
gold guineas was taken away.”

¢ Then the Devil or 0ld Grenard must hgve flown

away with it,” ssid the s¢xlon of the parish, * for

THE MISER/AND/HIN SON

1 3ras thére when they, ssized. the - poor dad, and be

had not u paney in his possession, o
“Will they bury him by his wife 7" asked the

{armer; . !

“ He'd never rest beside: her,”? said a fourth,
‘‘He treated her about as well as he did her poor
boy.?:

*“Do you think he’ll walk after he’s
earth "? said the first speaker.

““Hotr.can the like o’ him rest in the grave 7 said
the second voice.  “I’ve no manner of doubt but
he’ll haunt the old Hall, as his father did afore
him.b . L . . .

“ Was old Squire Anthony ever sedn 1% said voive
third. e

- ¢ Aye, mand ‘scores 0’ timesi I have heard
that the Miser-met him one night himse upon the
staircase, and that that was the reasow why he shat
up the Hall,»?

- Whe will beir. the property 7" asked number

put in the

‘four. :

- ¢ Algernon’s.son, a fine, handsome fotlow. 'He'l)
make ducks and drakes of the Miser’s golds  we:
shall have fine times on-it, when he eomes. He'lt
lower the rents and the tithes upon us. Come, my
lads, tet!s.go intq the house and drink kis heslth.”

The worthy. group -instantly aceeded 1o this pro-

 position, and Prederick set spurs to his horse and

rode off, disgusted. with the scene he had Witnossed,
and retnrned to his homte with a sorrewfal heatt.
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By the light of a solitary .candle:at & sthall Leble

in the attic of the public house, sind cluse 1o the

migerable bed, in which Mary Mathé ws-was tossing

to and fro, in the restless delirium of fever, twq

| men were: busily engaged in dividing a large heap

of gald, which had been emptied from o
bound bex which lay upon the floar. :
4 Wellythe ald fellow died game,!’ enid Mathews,

“Did you see how desperately he clenghed h’nt_eeth,

strong brass

« | and how tightly he held the key of his trezsures. - }

haad to out through the fingers before & could wrench
it fromhis grasp. Bee ! it is all stained with blood.
Faugh! it smells of carrion.” : o

“ He toak me for Anthony,” said Godfrey shudy
dering. ¢ And he cursed me. Oh! how awfully.
He told me we should meet in bell—~that the gold
for which he had bartered his soul, had purchased
us an estals there. And then he laughed=-that
horrid, diabolical laugh! Oh! I hear it yot. It
would almost lead me to repent, the idea of baving
to pass an eternity with him.” -

“Don’t feel squeamish now,Godfrey. This braye
sight should. lay all such nervous fancies to jeqf,
The thing was admirably menaged ; and, between
ourselver, I think that if we had not pinked hims
that that same virtuous som of his would. What
did he want, with pistols 2 It looks queer.”

““ 1t will capdemn him.”?



