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AUSTRALIAN ITEMS.

Tho Syduey Trade Review under dato
of January 18th, in their American sup-
plement says :—

Sinz. tiie issue of our yesrly review on
4th inst,, the business for the new year
has been unusually «uiet all round, aud
but fow signs of a likely itnprovemeut in
the near future arve visable, The low
prices of most of our products cause an
uneasy tono to prevail, and although the
banking position is sound and wmoney
plentiful, thero is a lack of contidence
which tends to mako business on a large
seale extromely diflicult.

In Eurcpean merchandise thero are
but one or two lines which show any firm-
ness, viz.,, cement and malt, but even in
these the amount of businew passing is
not sufliciently large to call for specinl
comment.

Most other lines favor buyers, and this
is cspecio! y marked in fenciug wire,
cauatic soda, and tinplates.

Eastern produce on the whole is easy.
Woulpacks neglected, corneacks dull, and
rico considerably easior.

At the end of last year and for some
time during this month fears were enter-
tained that a strike of the Newcea-tle min-
ers would take place apainst a reduction
in rates for mining coal. Considerable
friction between mine-owners and the
miners took place, and eventually the
strike was averted. We fear, however,
that the cessation of the strife is but tem-
porary, and has been brought about more
by the inability of the miners, whose
funds are exhausted, to stand the pinch
of a sirife, than Ly tho furce of argu.
ment.

Siuce writing via San Francisco on the
21st ult., business in American merchan-
dise has been far from satisfactory cither
as resards volume or prices released.
With the then approach of the Christ-
was holidays, ete. T'he last week of the
old year was especially dull, and so far
this year demand does not appear to have
revived. Stocks of American merchan-
dise in leadings lines appear to be heavy,
and with rather full shipnents, advised
both for this and the neighboring colonies,
the chancesof an carly improvement inval-
ues are extremely hazy. The full prices
for many lines during the middle of 1894
scem to have induced shipments on so
quickly an increasing rate that buyers
have now no anxiety except to avoid be-
ing led into purchases consequent upen
the apparently tempting prices quoted by
many importers, and the major portion
of the business done has teen qui e a re-
tail character.

American 11b salmon, (dutyldperib )
‘I'he receipts for the month comprise 4,192
cages per ‘“Mariposa’ and 700 cases por
“Warimoo.” So quiet has been the de-
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mand for all descriptions of tinued fish,
that had the above shipments not ar-
rived, not the slightest inconvenience
would have been felt, nor would values
have advanced. As it is prices have fur-
ther declined, and we doubt if 68 c.uld
be obtained, duty paid, for a line even of
best cannings. It is not, we are sure,
that the public are tired of tinned salmon,
but the masses have not the means to in-
dulge in luxuries. 1t is useless, however,
to advance theories, for the fact remains
that 1-1b. salmon, like most other lines of
tinned fish, is almost a dead letter in the
market at the moment.

Salt salmon.—By the *Mariposo” and
“Warimoo” some 1,300 half-barrels have
come to hand during the mo-th. These
arrivals are early, but not so much for
the coming Lenten season, still but little
busines: can yet bo reported. One line
has changed hands at a very low rate,
and we fancy the prospects for this article
during the cominyg season are not particu-
larly bright, unless an export enquiry
should relieve the market.

Messrs. Fraser & Co., City Mart, re-
port on the timber market as follows :—
The year has opened with very dull in-
quiries for all descriptions of imported
timber. No large sales of Dregon pine
have taken place, and generally this hine
is for many reasons in a most unsatisfac-
tory state. No quotations zan be given.
Redwoud share in tho genoral dullness.
Laths and pickets in full aupply, and con-
sessions demanded by buyers.

SOME EXCELLENT INTEREST
RYLES.

The answer in each caze being in conts,
soparate the two right-hand figures of ro-
sult to express in dollars aud cents.

Four per cent.—Muitiply the principal
by the number of days to rum, scparaite
the right-hand tigure from product, and
divide by 9.

Fivo per cent.—Multiply by number
of days, and divide by 72,

Six per cent.—Multiply by number of
days, separste right-haud figure, and di-
vide by 6.

Eiglht per cent.—Multiply by number of
days, and divide by 45.

Nine per cent.—Multiply by unumber
of days, separate right-hand figure, and
divide by 4.

Ten per cent.-—~Multiply by number of
days, and divide by 35.

Twelve per cent —Multiply by number
of days, separate right-hnud figure, and
civide hy 3.

General rule.—Maltiply principi My
vumber of days, and the produc »~y
doulle the rato of interest, and divide by
73,000 —Cunadiun Jowridl of Fubrics,
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Let no man be discouraged because he
si maligned and misrepresente]l. Let
him remember that men do not fling
stones at a dead cat.  No ono passee resol«
utions against a graveyard. It is he who
has force and power who is envied by
little souls.



