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111E FRENCH T REATY.

sir Charles Tupper and the Government
pase manifestly had a misunderstanding
as to the French conimercial treaty, that
convention as negotiated by Sir Charles
Tupper being  eclared by the Minister of
Fwauce to be not what the Ministry at
ottawa contemplated., Sir Charles says
that he did as he was instructed and is
very sore on account of the reflections cast
upun him and his diplomatic bungling, for
that in eflect is what Hon. Mr. Fost.r
hisrges. .

There would appear to be a possibility
that the Canadian ambassadorto the court
of St. James may resign and it would,
indced, Lea funny thing to see him and
Mr. Blake fighting their o!d battles over
again at. Westminster, Sir Charles Tup-
per is reported to be wealthy, and that he
is ambitious there is no doubt, so that it
wmay be on the cards that he will abandon
the Canadian service and run for the first
convenient English or Scotch constituency
as an opponent.of Home Rule, for it is not
likely that he will care to become a
follower of Mr. Gladstone—‘‘grand old
nan,” as some people think he is.

FRUIT GROWING.

It 1s satisfactory to have the opinion
expressed by Professor Saunders of the
Department of Agriculture, that the col-
Jeciion of fruit trees at the Agassiz Ex-
perimental Farm is the largest on the

~ntinent and to be assured that the
caperiments that have been made there
wilt be of the greatest value to the
peopie of this Province. Bat we want
more than verbal opinions and assurances
{from the ofticials at Ottawa,. We require
the Uovernment to sec to it that every-
thing possible and that is wichin their
purview be made to work together for
our good. Last year a pretence was made
of teaching our farmers niore about their
business then they knew already, by an
expert sent out by the Department of
Agricalture ; but he had not tine to com-
plete his task and returned to his head-
guarters without having accomplished
anything.

Weoughtto be putin possession of the
results of yearsof Governmental experi-
went and il there is anything to be learaed
we nant to have the full advantage of
the teachers towards whose salaries
maintenance and travelling expenses we
pay wore than our due proportion. Most
of us know that mixed farming. com-
bined with fruit growing is an industry
for which wc possess exceptional fazilities
and that there is & ho'ne market as well
as a demand from our neighbors of the
priairie provinces for all the products we
can raise. We know t0o that there are
thrusands of acres of land on the Island
and Mainland, wild and unproductive at
the present moment which are admirably
adapted for the successful culture of

“pies, pears, plums, cherries and all the
small fruits

Besides, da‘rying and poultry raising
* *hthe cultivation of fruit form - vroper

n ination for the lJands of this (slaud,

<ch generally are not adapted to farm-

< on & large scale, owing to the limited
éreas of arable land in any one block.: The

trouble is that the business is not as well
understood asit might be and as teachers
aresent out to teach the arts of agriculture
aud their kindred industry, we claim our
foll share of their services. We want to
know from them not only what is possible
of accomplishment, but how the best
resulty can be secured,

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

J. R. AnxoLvy, one of the Ottawa offi-
cial boodlers, has been filned and sent to
gaol forsix months for malfeasance in
oftice. So far so good. This week Hon.
Thomas McGreery and the notorious Cen-
nolly are to be placed on triul for the
frauds which arc laid to their charge. We
say, *‘ Hew to the line, let the chips fall
where they may.” Those persons, if
guilty of the offences charged, should
have all the punishment which the law
allows. They grew fat and laughed at
law and justice, because they biusked in
the sunlight of certain official counten-
ances, whose possessors may find them-
selves in very qucer street, if all the evi-
dcnce said to be obtainable be only forth-
coming.

We must confess to some surprise,
though we have hitherto said but little on
the subject, that, in spite of his Toronto
speech, where the Preinier and other
niembers of the Cabinet expressed their
intention to lap off the mouldering
brauches of business which have only ex-
isted for the benefit alone of those parties
who were directly concerned by reason of
the existing high protective tariff, those
*1ndustries ™ are to be allowed stili longer
to feed ou the country's vitals, giving in
return no beneficial results to the com-
munity. SirJobn Thompson and Hon. C.
H. Tupper areon the otherside the Atlan-
tic and thereply 1o posswmnues is the only
response that is given even to the mem-
bers from British Columnbia, upon which
tariff iniquities press the most hardly. We
are truly long-suffering and slow to anger.

THERE are no less than 55 bLenevolent
sccieties registered in the Province of
Oatario for the transaction of life insur-
ance. The report of the Ontario In-
spector of Insurance and Friendly
Societies enumerates these 35 conceins
with details as to their affairs. Over onec’
half of them have no reserve fund at all.
The total of thuir resources is 81,162,071,
with a miembership of 141,045, an average
of 83.00 per head. The Montreal Trade
Revicic obscrves that the policies range
from $500 to $3,000, so thatcachdeath
claim for the maximum sum takes the
entire reserve of UG) merabers 100 meet it.
The strongest of these socicties in Eug-
land, which has several millions of in.
vested fundy, and a membership of three.
fourths of a million, has been pronounced
unsound when tested scientificaliy. There
is it would seem no ofticial guarantee that
any of these 35 socicties are sound.

“MoORE power to you, Colonist ! for
your prediction that *'the attempt of Hon.
Mauckenzie Bowell to manage the salmon
fishery of the Fraser River from Ottawa
will not be a very brilliant success.” Mot
certainly the men who have beea fishing

and canning on that river for years ought
to know how to conduct their own busi:
ness, If canners could have made a
profitable use of the offul, they wvould-long
ere now have done so. Moreover, it has
not been proved that allowing the offal
to be consumed in the river by the scaver,
ger fishor carried out to sea by the current
is destructive to salmon life or injurious
to the health of those who live.on the
banks of the river. In the persistent
striving to regulate an industry so im.
vortant as the salinon fishing of British
Columbia by a pumber of civil servants
thousands of miles from where the salmon
are caught, we recognize the hand of Mr.,
Samuel Wilmot and of that fossilized
pedagogus, Deputy Minister Smith, who,
ut his time of life, and with all his ex-
perience, is neither useful nor ornamental,
Tue Victoria Z'imes is of course “‘agin®
the Government, but in view of the de-
veiopments that have bzen made in con-
nection with the French Commercial
Treaty it would not appear in view of
whathas been developed to be so far astray
when it says, “There is apparently a
nice question to be settléd by the minister
of finance and the high commissioner. The
public will be apt to conclude that both
the government and the negotiators went
rather stupidly about the work of con-
cluding the treaiy. .Most people will also
be of the opinion that the treaty was not
worth ail the borker it had caused, as
under the most favorable construction it
could not have done much for Canadian
trade.” Canada appears to have been
overreachied inthese negotiations. If Sir
Charles Tupper is to blame he ought to be
made to sweat ; but if the blame attaches
elsewhere those responsible should be
severely punished for ablunder that inite
result may be worse than a crime. This
incident should lead our “‘statesmen” to
study more thoroughly the science of
diplomacy, {or in the past they have not
unfrequently been overreached.

BusINESS men for consuls is, we are
satisfied to learn, to be the policy of
President Cleveland in makinghisappoint-
m2nts. Mr. Egan was a bright business
man and diplomat whom the Republicans
sent to CLili, and there have beea other
shining lights who have been seat elae--
where to represent *‘ the greatest nationon
earth.” Vancouver was blessed with a
splendid specimen in the person of Jay
Ewing, while some other *diplomats™
hai.ng from Washington have beea no
credit either to their nation or to them-
selves individnally. Now the broad policy
is to select men for consuls who have
exceptional business qualifications and
possess suflicient trade instinct to recog-
nize an outlet for American merchandise
and ability to aid in working up the mnarket
for the product of American manufactarers
and farms. As concerns- Great Britain,
one of the sine qua nons has been that the
appointce must be a geatieman, and, in
this respect, he frequently furnished a
striking contrast to his American confrere.
Now, however, that, as far as poesible,
greater stress is 10 be laid by ournc'ghbors
upon business ability, that qualificatioa
will no doubt have greater consideration
from the Howe Government:



