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OUR GENERAL AGENT.

Mn. Crarnes Nicon, Heneral A;innc for the
PRESBYTRLYAN. % now (n WeaternOntario pushing
the interests of thix joarnal, We comumend him
to the bost (Mices of minjaters and yoople. Any
ayslstanos = _dered bin in his work will he taken
by usasay- rnnal kindness

Britist Ameriean Lreshyfeviag,
FIiiiDAY, SEPTEMRER 7, 1877,

We underatand, saye the Sarnia Observer, :
{bat the “Presbyteriau Ausical Assosia-
tion” is hard at work praotiring for & Saored
Concert, which they intend glvingin a very
ghort time, for the purpose of providing a
new organ for {ho Habbath School. The
Associntion is cowposed of & numbaer,
{over twenty voiooy wo believe) of the best
pingora in the chareh, and they are taking
up a differont style of musio from anything
that hirs boen practised horotofore in Sarnia.
They propose giving ouw parfof the concert
enlirely from Haundel's Oratorio of the
Messiah, with Mr. Fred Warrington and a
Iady eoloist from Toronto, to take the golo
paris.

A circular, signed by Rev, Dr, Cochyans,
$he honored Convener of Home Missions,
is being sent to every minister and congra-
gation in Ontaric and Quebee, containing
s valuable euggestion. It is proposed that
every Ohurol take up a collestion in bubalf
of Home Missionn on Thanksgiving Day.
‘We observe with pleasure that,in accordauce
with the suggestion of the last General Ae-
sembly, the Governor-General is corres-
ponding with the various lientenant.gover-
nors of provinees, witha view to having one
day observed throughout the Dominion sas
& day of National Thanksgiving. Should
the desirable result be brought about of
having a Natfonal Thanksgiving Day,would
it not be well to invite all the congregations
of the Church to take up eolleotions for the
Homo MissionSchems ? A large snm would
undonbtedly be raissd, which we are sure
would go far {o wipe off the debt already
inewrred in eartying on the important work
of Home Mimions, In itaelf it would be a
woriby expression of thankinlness fo Al.
mighty God for orowning the year with His
gaoduess.

S p———

‘Wx hiavo bofore us a goodly volume con.
faining the Acts and Proeesdings of the
Third Genexal Assembly of the Preabyteriax
Church in Causda. It soniains two hun.
dred and sixly pagss of closely printed
matter. In it are fonnd the res gesiae of
the Asserably held at Halifax, with the
varions reports of standing Committess,
with the narrative of religion, with the-
reporis of Colleges and other institulions
of learning connected with the Chureh,
with obituary notices,and also with detailed
reports of the conirlbntions of all the
ehurohes to congregational, missionary and
benevolent objeots, It is a work that is got
up with great care, reflecting muoh orodit
upon ours{atesmanlikeagent of the Church
Rev. Dr. Reid, and those associatsd with
him, Such a book ahould be in tke hands
of every familyin the Church as well as
of every minisfer and elder, The more
we dip info these minutes, we feel all the
greater reason for being proud of our Noble
Church, and her vast undertakings for God
and the Trauth.

Tae death of Brigham Young is an im.
porlant event in the history of Mormouism,
buk It is of comparatively littlo interest to
4be great outsido world. It remaing to be
seen whother he shiall be suozceded by the
son whom he is said to have named as his
succescor. DBut whoever be the sneoessor
of the prophiet, ke will have to look out for
& completo cbange in the rols whioh the
Head of the Mormon religion is called to
play. Tho Head contrs will hencoforth be
something like the Pops, stript of his tom-
poralitier. In fact, the Chaorch and State
cannot avy longer oo-exist in TUish, With s
United States’ Governorand United States’
rule, the Mormon] Church can be little
more than a mere seot, whils its charaotor-
istis, polygamy, is bound do disappear. An
Ast of tcleration may be pazsed in the ease
of thoss who are now polygamists, but the
days of polygamy are numberad, The last
$o oomplain of this, will be & good many
among {the Mormons themaelves, who find
hat it Is about all a decent man can do to
soauage one wife, let alone a namber of
wives. Unlesz, thersfore, the Mormonites
Dbetake ihomaelves once mors to the wilder.
nees, the blot of polygamy is bourd to dis.
appenr from Amerioan civilization, Witk
this and slavery gons, what s chan~e for

THE BHORTER UATECHIEM.

It {a most gratifying to Isgrn that the
Amerienn Presbytorian Board is oxperfeno-
ing & larga domand for $he Bhorfexr Cale.
cblsm. It is alao worlhy of note ihat this
book is belng franslated lnio a varlely of
Iapguages and becoming A texb hook in
many Foveign Misslonary Sabbath Sshools.
in England it is takiog & hold upon ih_g

eopla &ud is belng fresly, olroulated.
Amonyet the Prosbyterians of Ireland it
keaps its old honored place. It hasalways
been Lighly velued fu Sootland, whers it is
tsught in the poblic as well as the Sabbath
sobool, There it is a hourohold book.
Onoo the mintster in his pastoral visits need
it in oatechising old und young salike, and
while this good ousiom may only now pre.
vail in » fow isolnted parishes, it is atill ex-
peoted of every child that he have the
oathoohism at his fingors’ eude. It would
be intoresting {o kuow tho actnal yemly
cirenlation of this book. Wo are corizin
that i tho faota wore fuily before us, it
wauld be found that tho Shortor Cateohism
enjoys a oircnlation second only to that of
tho Beripinres, or Bunyan's Pilgrim's Pro-
gz,

The value of the Catechism oannot be
over-esiimated. It is an admirable com-
pond of the dootrines of the Bible, Asa
logical structure it is perfest, When com.
mitted to momory, it gives rixength to tho
mind. Tor grasp and finish, it oan onlybe
compared fo Euolid’s geometry. As &
strustural form, thore is not a single link
wanting. It is a complete chain of dootrine
without raar or bresk, eetiing forth the
tratk of Boripinre oonoeerning God, con-
corning the ereation of the world, the for-
mation of man, his fall from purity, his
condemaation in sin, concerning the Re-
deemer avd his glorious vork, soncorning
the Bpivit sud His work in the_soul, con.
corning the rols of man's obedience, and
algo faith and repeniance, the sacraments
and prayer as the blessed means of grace.
‘Wheever learns tho Oatechism thoroughly
poseesses a valuable outline, which can
engily be filled up from Seripture, The
Bible will then be known systematically.
It will be mastered in detail, The Unity
of the Word of God will bo more and more
felf, 'Without the aid of the Shorter Oate-
ohism the Bible will too frequently be read
in a desultory manner. Iu it onenoss it
will not be go fully appreciated. Like tho
tables ard measures of the soience of
srithmetio, with those thoroughly mastored
and made our own, the most intrioate pro-
blems can be solved. We can weigh plan-
ots and sung as with a balance. We can
oarry out tho muost profound caloulations
whicli are sonnested with seience and com-
merce. Ho with the Oateehism at onr
command, wo oan understand the boauntifal
symmelry of Seripture. Wo earry with as
the key that will open to visw the sublime
truthe of Holy Writ. With it we will the
more easily master the Word of God, and
We able fo put it to practioal use in our
every day life and experisnee,

It is thought by many to be tco hard and
difficult a book for young minds to commit
fo memory. They regard the task of learn.
ing it as littlo less than drndgery. But
such shonld reflect npon what it has done
for the Scottish mind. Mr, Froude, the
learned historian of England, traces the
logioal strusture and eapacity of the Socot.
tish mind to the system of Calvinistic
dootrine in whioh it hag been so long
and oaxefully trained. He might bave said
forther, what is presupposed in such &
sfatoment, that the strength of Scolsmen
lies in tho fact that while young they are
earsfully instruoted in the Oateshiom, It
should not be forgoiten that commitiing
this book to memory, is not like committing
the dietionary or a direotory to memory.
Such an attempl would eoon impair the
mind, and clog it with a neeless encum.
brance. There is indesd a method of learn.
ing the Catechism analagous fo tho task of
learning the diotionary, viz.: learning it
by rote, or rattling off tho words without
carrying with them fho sonse. Buch a
method must prove a burden, or it will be
found that the words are quickly forgotten.
The Oatechism shonld be loarned as Euclid
is learned. Le} the firsf guestion or pro-
position be masstered, nof o much by the
memory as by the reason, and it will lead
to the pooond question or proposition.
Monmory is undoubtedly used, but only as
an instrument by which tho inteliect will
grasp the principle containod. Mnusculer
fibro is thus given to the mind whioh it
wonld otherwise want, Strength and ca-
pacity result from the endeavor to
make the Catecuism or Eaclid cur own.
Instead therefore of enfeebling the intellect
by thoronghly mastering the Shorter Oate.
chizm, it will ¥ather mako it strong. And
in point of fact the fasble mind will more
frequently be found whore there is no at-
tempé fo systematice for it the truth—
whether religious or saieniific,

Thers is no Institation of modern times
whieh we more thoronghly appresiate than
the Sabbath school. But we have found
this from » preity wide experience, that the
Sabbath schools whish are most distin.
guished for the thoraugh kuowledge of

the beiter!

Scrigture whick they succesd in imparling

to the young, aro those In whioh the Cate.
chlam is moat highly bonored, in whioh it
Is uade a text buok, and in wlieh the
sohoiars are lod complately fo master it.
Whero this book 18 not used, the resnlt will
bs, aven with suek invaluable Lelps aa tbo
Inlerantional Herlea of Leasonz, that the
knowledgo of Boriptura on the part of tho
pupils j& most ernda and incompleto,
Thers is in fact a tendency to banlsh Sorip.
tare from $ho school altogether, Thie is
indoed a very eomuion rosult lu tho States.
There is tha beautifal sehool-room, with its
adesirable appointments for infant and all
the other olasaes, with its oxgan or piano,
with its blackboard aud pleturos, snd what
does it all Araount t0? Nothing miore than
o good time of singing and nareating sonti-
mental ancedotes, We do not say that the
Boottish, Irigh, acd Canadian Babbath
schaole would not be all the better to have
somea of theso modern iraprovemoentis, Bat
we do say that with all the disadvantages
arising from bave rooms and from the want
of muefcal and piotorial holps, thero is
hardly & Sunday school in Seotland or Ire-
land especially, whore the infant olass even
would not give a bettor display jof Serip.
tural knowledge than many of the more
advanood olasses in the States, Ia the
Iattor the Snbbath school is far foo much
divorced from the ohuroh, ard far teo fre-
guently in the hands of & olass of toackera
who look upon the sshool as a singing
olass or a plaes of agreoablo entertainment,
And we acceph the stalemens that the
Bhorier Onteohism Is growing into popular
favor in tho Siates, as an earnest of the
fufure, and as giving promise of a time
when siolid instrnetion will take the place
of mers smnusement,

Thoe enlarged oironlation of the Bhorter
Oatochism and we may add of the CQonfos-
sion of Faith, is o suggestive faot, whon we
eonsider how in recent times theso have
been dooried, and made the butt of every
wit, and even attacked by those whose
daty it is to defend them, In our view, all
thie signifies that the churohes are growing
woaried of tho ondless isms that are withont
form and substance, and are glad fo got
hack fo the old historio siandards. With
theso they bave somsthing on which to
rest, They have food to feed upon, They
have in thom positive insiruoiion. And
thig leads us tojromark that the young who
aro brought up with the Shorter Oatechism
and tho Bible, will constitate the congre-
gotions which will not bo satisflod with
mero chaff but must have the solid grain.
By teaching tue Oatochism wo are not only
making good learers, but alao oreating
good subalantial preachers, Poeople are
heartilv siock of tho New Eugland preach.
ing, with its sentimentalisms, with its
negationa, thh ita distorted views of Di.
vine truth. They are thirsting for Sorip-
tural insiraotion, and we believe the more
the Bhorler Catechism is xead and studied,
the demand for svangelical prenshing will
be the mors sirongly felt, .

TR

Tax last number ofthe Moxsiery Times
has the following very sensible remarke in
roference o0 the notion of some wheat
growers in tho western part of the Provinoce,
and which may not be without profit to
{armers all over the country ;—

“ Wesoo it atated that anumber of whoat
growers in the vicinily of Chatham bave
formed a combination to hold their grain
till tho price offored by the local buyers
rizes fo a point which pleasos their faney,
and that tho buyors, not unnaturally, refuse
to advance, We ave not told what the price
is in eithor cass, and are unsble $o judge
what grievanoe, if any, the gellera have;
but wo fear it is the usual story with them,
aud o very foolish one. The farmer takes
upon himgelf to decide what hiswhent should
be_worth to the dealer, and stubbornly
holds out for that fignre, Mo does not, pro-
bably,know howthe British markets rale,nor
look at the prices in Chicago or Now York,
Ho gets some fancy about war prices, and
is snared by an idea; but hoe ofton ends by
taking, six months afterwards, & half less
than he was previonsly offered. It is never
safeto refuso a fair price. Thousands have
been lost to individuals, and millions to the
couutry, by just such policy."”

Tho Lindsay Post, whosa editor xecontly
paid a visit to the Maritime Provinees, re.
forato probable political changes down thero
in the following terms :

 The leading quesation dewn by tho sea
is the feasibility and wisdom of combining
the tiwea provineos into one,—ond certainly
the declrability of suchk an union is very
groat. The raviagof cxpuuse wounld bo con-.
siderablo, Oneloglslature, one lisutenant.
governcr and one giaff of uflicials wonld an.
aswor all the puxposes required. Tho move-
ment is not actively pushed jast now, but
it must como ere long. There aro of conrse
many * vasted interests” that would oppose
the ohange; thors are cerfain finaneial
diffieu’tios in the way, but these conld be
ausvged 3 and should fwo or three strong
nten srise they could probadly carry the

roposition. Xf would be a great political

enefit ; it would enlarge the field of politi-
cal disenssion, andgquestions would be look-
od at lexs from o ‘pmly loeal siapd-point;
whils many small matters that now reesivs
logielative attention oconld be relegated o
bodiss resembling our ecouniy souncile.
New Brunawick hias, in fact, o some exient
oopied the munlecipalsystem of Ontario, and
the chunge is eonsidered for she betier, 3o
far as we econld learn, Movsments in this
direction and towards mariims union will
be watched with more than ordinary-in-

terest in Oniario.”

“PLYMOUTHISM ” AND THE AN-
GLICAN OHUROR IN UVANADA.

A recentnumbor ofthe Dominion Ohtiroh-
mian containg a sensiblo artielo on ¢ Ply.
racuthism,” from whioh we wake tha fol-
Iowlng oxirnots s

*Of all tho dangers £o which the Church
in exposed at the presont time, wo belleve
thers Is none go great or so imuolnent as
that belanglog to thosyatem of tho so-salled
Plymouth Brathren, * * * Under the pre-
tonos of boing raore splvitual, aud fedecd of
being oxolusively devoted to spiriiual prin-
oiples, to the ontire exelusion of evorything
olae, it vails an entlve repudisilon of the
naain features of tho Gospoel as given by
Olwrist Himeolf, aud as most sironnously
eontended for by the Primitive Apostlea.
It may presont variations in difforent parés
of England and Amerion, but as we have
met with i, its one gquestion appears to be,
““Are you saved;” aud the one and only
artiole of ita creed to be that involved in an
afffrraative answor. * ¥ * They disregard
tho Lord's Day, and deny that the Law of
God is our rale of life, They teach that
none of the OId Testament Ssints have any
pactin the future glory. They deny the
groat doefrine of substitation in thy suffor-
ings of Ohrist, and teach that beliovers are
not to eonfess their sins, evon to God, They
rejook & great deal of the Now Testament,
terming i$ Jewish, as The Sermon on the
Mount, The Lord's Prayor, ete. They say
8¢, Panl’s teaching was of a higher order
than that of the other apostles, whose teach-
ing was * Jowish," and not intendad for us.
They oontend that part of the $ime Ohrist
was on tho oross, He wag not $hore as our
representative. They ignore ropentance as
peoessary fo ralvation ; and eny they are
forgiven and saved, so that they have no
need to pray, * Forgive us our irespasses.”
Other devolopments of their system aro of
a characlor corresponding with fhoso, mak.
ing the whole of their religion coneist of an
internal persuasion of the mind, and of &
total denial of most of the outward ordi-
nances, especially that of the Christian
Ministre,”

The writor olaims thal the Church of
Englacd in Oanada, in late years at least,
has suffered more from fthis  mischievous
horosy” than from all other defections put
together, .

Minigters md Churches.

{We urgently solicit from Prosbytery Olerksand
our raaders generally, items for this dopartment
of our paper, so as t0 make it & gene
of alliocal church news.}

epitome

Tns induotion of the Rev. J, L, Robinzon
as minister of the Nairm congrogaiion,
takes place on the 11th inei,

Rev. 8, Acaesox has acsepted a unani.
mous oall to Wiok and Greenbank. His in.
daction will take placs at an early dafe.

Rav. A. A, Dzuxmono, of Newossile,
being on & visit 40 frisnds in the Couniy of
Perth, oconpied $he pulpit of Knox church,
Btratiord, 1sst Sunday.

Tan Rev. Mr. Moors, of Bank fireet
Chareh, Otiawa, resumed his Ipbors Iast
Babbath, looking much improved by his
frip up the Ottaws river,

Tue Rev. Mr. MeRobbis, of Potrolia, who
was recently granted s short vaeation by
his session to recruit his health, waz a few
days’ago presented by the ladies of his
congregation with a purse of 860,

Tag Freo Church of Seotland has inau-
gurated o new Home Mission Sohems for
Ssotland, and two subaoriptions of twenty-
five thousand dollars eaoh have been made
to give it a ¢ good send-off.”

Tre Uaion Church eongregation, Weut-
minater, met last Thursday evening, and
disonssed the propriety of the Presbylerian
portion of the congregation parchasing the
Baptist claim on the bnilding, and then
making an applioation {o the London Preg-
bylory for supply. It was also agreed to
make & small donation fo Dr. Campbell as
an acknowledgment of their appreciation of
his labors, and the Treasurer was raquested
to hand Dr. Campbell §80. This is tho
fourth presentation made by the same
people to the same gentleman inside of two
yoars,

A Goop Usz or P's.~—Ons of our ox-
obangs indalgoes in the nse of P's to expreas
what it may be healthful to all aubsoriburs
to newspapers to read, meditate and in-
wardly digest, It lsaye: * Porsons swwho
patrenize papers should pay promptly, for
the pecuniary prospeots of the press have
peonliar power in pushing forward public
prosperity. If the printer is paid prompt-
Iy and his pocket-book kept pletborie by
prompt-paying patrons, he puts his pen fo
paper in peace ; he paints his pietares of
passing events in more pleasant colors,
and $he perusal of his paper is of more
pleasure to his people.  Paste this placs
of proverbiasl philosophy in some place
where sll persons ean perceive i, Be
ploased alao o ponder upon it thyself pa.
tiently and pereeveringly and profitably,
and persistently practice iis precepis per.
petually.,” Readers of the Pressyraniaw
s arrears are respecifully reguested to
*“ponder™ and put the above snggestion

inlo practies sk onee.

Book Bevinws.

Ramsronp's Hxnmons, Tovonto: Bl el
BI'OE- 1877ﬂ ’ford

Thess gormens aro ot published g
speclmons of extraordinary eloguence,
ueither are they put forward as posuosing
any great liferary merli. They sppear fo
bs wimply the almost unpremeditateg
unitoranoss of one whe is striving with ajf
his might to lot his follow-wen know the
truth which has brought salvaiion to hig
own xoul. Thoy are woll worthy of &
onrefal perusal,

Brurerp's Monrnny.  Torouto: Belford
Bros, bHepiowber 1877,

The first artiole in this number, ¢ Up
the Thames,” is & spirited sketoh, pro.
fosely illustrated. ¥ Siddartha; or the
Gospol of Despair,” by the Rev. James
Oarmichacl, will be rord with intenso in.
torest by the thoughifal, * Fragments of
the War of 1812, by Dz, Uanniff, contains
many partionlars, vatuablo to the historian,
ond intoresting to old reeldents in thiz
oounfry. The romalning arlicles suatain
tho oharactor of thiz magasine as & publl
lisation woll worthy of belng patronized,
Tag Oaxapian Monrmry., Toronto : Har

& Rawlinson. Ssptember, 1877,

Tho paper in this numbor on ¢ The
Greator or Lesser Britain,” by Sir Juliug
Vogel, may be read as a pendant to the
articlos of Prof. Goldwin Smith, Sir Franols
Hinoks and Ellhu Burviit, *recently pubs
lished ja $his magazine. There is a longthy
but fesbls reply by Mr, Allen to Fidslis
on the “Temperanse Problem.” The ry.
maining part of the matter in this number
is interesting aud imporiant, and well oal-
oculated to aid in making this magasine
the literary veprasoniative of the Dominion
of Oanada.

Ordination and Induction at Dundee, P.Q.

The Presbytery of Montrosl met in Zion
Obutoh, Dundes, on Wednesday, the 20th
ult,, for4he purpose of ordaining and in. |
dueting the Rev, John C. Oattanaeh, B.A.,
to the pastoral charge of the abovs songre-
gation. The Rev. J. B, Muir, of Hantiag.
don, preached from Phil, iii. 8, Suffise qt
to say that the sermon was charsoterized
bﬂ- the well-known eloguenoe, foreo, and
ability of the popular minister of Flunting.
don. TRov, Mr. Watson pnt the necessary
questions to the candidate. To these M.
Cattanach gave satisfactory answers, snd
was thereaftor crdained by solemn prayer
by Mr. Wateon, and laying on of the hands
of the Presbytery, and induated into the
pastoral oharge of the congrogation of Duns
dee, The newly-ordained pasior was suit« §
ably addressed by Mr, Waison as to hia
duties, and tho congregation was in an
able manner exhorled as to their dutiesto
their pastor and to one another by the Rev, }
G. MeEay, Laguerre. We wish Mr. G,
svery suocess in his important ebarge.—

oM.

Church Unfonfam in Oanada.

The sorvices on Suuday Iast in Blsck.
frisvs, Churoh,Jodburgh, wers nondustedby
Rev. Professor Mureay, of Montrea!, who
in the aourse of his remarksin the forsnoon
reforred at some lengih {5 the aiate of
rveligion and of union in ibe Presbyferias
Church in Oanads. Mr. Marray, who has
Inbored in his adopted eouniry for fifieen §
yoars, toock s vetrospeclive glance at the
efforts which had been made to effoot &
univi among the chnrohes of the Dominion
whioh, afler some dslay, wers two years §
ago erowned with suocoess, the Established,
Fres, and United Presbyterians being now
inofuded in the Unfon.” The benefils ds-
rived therefrom were very great, sad
through it the cause of religion had been g
greatly benefitted thronghont the whole
oouniry. Now, they could é);fsenb aupited §
front, and thongh they at times were une
fairly assalled by the Roman Catholig ele
wment, they weke hopefal of greater thisgs§
than had been accomplished before the
Union. The obstasles to union they
found to bo more illusive than real, and
experience had shown thom that the fleslt
nof the spirit, or rather men’s aquabbls
about small or insignificant things, weré
tho main hindranees, and he thought thal
the attompts mado in this countay had bees
muoh hindered by the aame eanee. Tbg
in Canada had come fo see how reslly it
fling thele differences wers, and o him ihe
Dnion was ons of the happiest svenis iz
his career in that country, By it ministers
wore saved muoh_travel, as ofientime)
previonsly they iad two congregations ¥
minister to, the one often far agart from
{he othier, while perhaps alongside was &g
church of anothor denomination, and both
sparely attended. By the Union this WS
done away with, and in calling & mimsie
the distinctive appollations of U.P., Ereé
and Established were forgotten, as fron
osolt the eall could oqually be made, Mt
sionnry work hed similatly banefitted frod
tho same cause, and in all things they n¢
worked harmoniously together, While 48
ploring the schism in the charches
this conntry, he had hopes of brighter d8¥X
and ha esrnostly connselied nnion AmoDS
tho differonf ohurshes as tho wisest sl
best course for the atiainment of $his o8
—Jedburgh Advertiser, 4tk dug.

WaiLg Death is reaping a frightfal b
vest in the ltmgﬁle between Turko{h :
Rusels, that is still more frightful whied”
ix gathering in the famine distzicls in
A dispatoh states that af a publie meen
held at Madras on the Oih iuat, fo take sWf
to prooeurs aid from England, ths Qo h e
of the Madras Presidency aaid thu ”
famine area ocontained eighieen W1
people. There were now ons million &2
& half being fed at publie expenlf'fu
500,000 bad died of siarvation.
poople are found dead in Madrss alobt
& single morning than died in the WX
Bengal famine.” An urgent apps £
boent made o the prinoipal cities of

Jand for aid,



