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“BE SURE YOUR SIN WILL FIND YOU OUT.”

XXXI. 28.

DY THE REV. P. GRAY, QF KINGSTON,

That was the affirmation, and application
% Particular case, of a truth that may be
universally. It is a fixed principle of
Justice,. Antecedent and consequent.

"*ry man's sin will find him out some time
o Other,

,,i; Even now, in this life where, for obvious,
"‘ev“lmd merciful reasons, sentence against
! Work is not always executed speedily,
Uever to the full extent of the penalty;
e::‘}‘)t many things more certain than
. tion, sooner or later, and the punish-
» U 80ome way, of wickedness.
: ms;o%feat criminal rarely escapes from the
i human Jaw; when he does, he more
W, Wh'_thcl‘s under the curse of the Divine
Agonty in'ch has its hold upon him, and its
Nﬁxg Pmthe conscience within, and the over-
g%e% Vidence about him. In some in-
Torgyi¢ through grievous defects in our social
o g > 10 athers, through the imperfections
mw' or failure of its officers, ‘the vil-
%t g, de““"hipped of justice, bat he does
“""“rith% All Seeing, nor break the bands
Thip 5, the Almighty holds him fast-
g , "Markably exemplified—sometimes
il oo, 8 Of the wretch goaded by an
.1ehce and haunted by terrors, till he
it by the 8eeks relivf and revenge upon him-
h"@ﬁu& 2id of the law he has outraged, or
e jue: %4 pupishments—and sometimes
m:_f God is just as plainly indicated
M .0 obduracy of the miscresnt’s
'0ereasing aptitade for wickedness,
» Y increasing infatastion with
- for g, > 0%eds 10 further enormities, to fil
h‘w out alarg_ger measure of wrath, to
M"ﬂhe to him yet with accumulated
iy the b °F Yo overwhelm his degraded
Iy ) er of righteous retribution.
N “l;':’o:::hing is more matter of
kiqg‘ ' iongmess, than that evil-
Sod Sikdoiug praduce personal un~

are inseparably connected with blage-worthi- -
ness and suffering. .

Tu the spiritual life, every oneimbuedwith
religious sentiments, knows that sin committed
has a painful and dangerous following; that
it stamps upon the conscience a semse of
guiltiness, and entails a meed of sorrow, and
often causes something like a felt necessity for
sinning more.

A very slight exercise of reflection, with
the knowledge and experience common to us
all, might convince the person who is making
light of sin, mis-naming it, and under-estimat-
ing its power, that he is enguged in & very
useless as well as a very bad business. Sin
will be itself in him and others in spite of his
real or assumed incredulity: and sin, notwith-
standing its deceitfulness, cannot always con-
ceal the fact, even from him, that it is a deadly
evil: it finds him out, and when it does, he
owns in self-reproach, in shame and anguish,
that “the way of transgressors is hard.”

Of the hypocrite again it may be said, No
man pats himse!f to more pains to less par-
pose, a8 ho man takes more pains for & worse
purpose. Most pitiable sight it is to witness
the ghastly efforts made by such an one to
appear before his fellows what he is not ; and
to think of Glod looking at him! Moreover
this labouar is entirely lost, serves only to
hind the deceiver more securely to the doom
of the liar: rurely does he pass through the
world wnsuspected and unmasked: in most
oages, he is the object of distrust and pity,
when he is not the object of contempt and
ridieule.

Facts like these bring oorroborative testi-
mony to the doctrine of final and special re-
tribution advanced in Scriptare.  They
farnish, by analogy necessarily incomplete, an
evideuce, and perhaps a represeutation of that
which will take place at last, insight of the
woiverse. ‘We rather swepect and dislike this,
than delieveit.  Yet even the suspicien begets,
in thoaghtful memeats, weesy spprebensions



