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fessionnl thealogian.  She strives to accept doctrines which
arc forced on her by her husband, till teo late she discovers
that she is mismated.  Marital complications with tragic
results follow. [tis'a daring book with no glozing of hard
fucts, but with reverential treatment of religion as distin.
guished from dogma, and skilful handling of matters which
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relicve it of the taint of *suggestivencss,” The plot is com.
plicated but not cutangled, and of absorbing interest. There
is excellent characterization and plenty of humor. By some it
will be called immoral, others will prowounce it moral in o
high degree.  Though the story has its sombre side, it cuds
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HLAI)Y ROSE'S DAUGHTER,” as was anticipated in 1 S‘J’ﬂ
ot

thost quarters, has been casily the leading book of the

publicity, have combined to secure for it-a %
cess.  From Halifax to Vancouver it-has t hq]
theme of conversation in lit- L ’
erary circles,and the contro.
versics whichits peculiar plot
have aroused have served
largely to augment its sales,
Mrs. Humphry Ward.
who steps into renewed pro*
minence as its author, in
herits literary ability of no
mean order from both her
father and her paternal
grandfather,  The former
was  Thomas Arnold, a
hrother of Matthew Ar-
nold, and the latter
was the famous waster
of Rughy. Mrs. Ward was
born in 1851 at Hobart, in
Tasmania, where her father,
at the time of her birth,beld
an eflucational appoint-
ment.  Only the first five
years of ber life were spent
in the Pacific. so that her
recollections of colonial life
were dity.  She received her
cducation at English board.
ing schools, and while still
agirl went to live with her
father at Oxford, where,
under his guidance, she be-
gan her literary carcer.
When only 22 years of age
Miss Arnold became thebride
of Humphry Ward, & Fellow
of DBrasenose For cight
years the couple resided at
Oxford. and Mrs. Ward
wrote critical essays for the
reviews and essayed fiction
in a story for children, cn-
titled “Milly and Olly." Re.
moving from Oxford to Lon.
don, she shortly published
* Miss Bretherton,” a light
and pleasing novel.  Two years later appeared ** Robert
Ellsmere,’” a book which attracted the attention of no less
a personage than Mr. Gladstone.  His aporeciation of it
gave its authoress a new status in the world of letters.

past imonth in the Canadian book market.® Its un i
doubted streagth as a novel,coupled with excellegt metho f(f#”mugh
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pleasantly with wedding bells,

Y Was published, followed by
8 sequel, “Sir George Tresasady,”
Hellbeck of Bannisdale,” a power-
bre tald appeared, which won instant recogni.

ork nerit from the critics.  Since then Mes.
wrigen * Eleanor,” which was published in 1900,
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in 1894,
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Mrs. Ward personally is tall
and distinguished - looking,
with dark, wavy hairsimply
arranged. and brown cycs.
She has a sweet smile and a
melodious voice,  Reserved
in public, she is pleasant and
bright iu the presence of ju.
timates. Her social tastes
are not of the fashionable
world, and she prefers the
company of cultured and
sympatheticsoulsto the gay
and hardened throngs of
socicty.

Her latest novel is sct
within the magic circle of
England’s aristocracy. Not
to be a peer or the relative
of a peer, a Cabinet Minister
or a gallant officer is an un.
heard-of thing in this book.
The purpose is obviously to
give greater facilitics for the
working out of the plot,
which involves conditions
and situations only attend-
ant on the ruling classes.
In afew words, the theme of
the noveldetails the gradual
yielding of brilliant, fascinnt
ing Julie le Breton, the chid
of a woman who has loved
where her heart Iny, to the
same temptation that had
snared her mother, and her
ultiate salvation by the
hand of Jacob Delaficld—
strong-willed and steraly
righitcous in his strength.

Though * Lady Rosc’s
Daughter ' may never raisc
the controversics that stire-
cd the pulpit and the press
when " Robert Ellsmerce
was published, it has vet within its pages topics for discus.
sion of as vitalinterest [t ix no superficial attcmpt at an
cxplunation of the workings of the human heart. It is
rather an carnest, face-to-fnce examination of n phase
of life that is as striking as it is important.
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