
BOOKS AND NOTIONS 7

hl. LFiAx, N S., July loth.
SiR,-As per your request, I have nuch

pleasure in sending you a few lines giving
rur impressions of book stores and the book
business generally down east. %'e four'ror.
unt book men hatl very little tite iii St.
John ta look aroutnd. The leading stores
appear ta be J. & A. McMillan's, C. Flooi
& Son, T. Il. Hall, E. G. Nelson & Co.,
iarnes & Co., and A. Morrisey.

Halifax has too many book and stationery
stores for a small city- about six too maniy,
I should think. On Granville street alone
there are the following : Methodist look
Room, A. & W. Mackinlay (two stores),
Knight & Co., Bible and Tract Society,
Knowle's book store, itaptist Book i>epot,
and T. C. Allen & Co. (two stores.) On
Hollis street are : C. HI. Smith. novels and
periodicals, and W. E. Hebb ; on Barring-
ton street, C. C. Morton & Co. and Con-
nolly's book store t also Grifmin's on Jacob
street, and Daley's on Brunswick sitieet.
This makes 13 in ail, not counting numer.
ous smaller stores- an unlucky number, too,
by the way. hlave we as many in Toronto ?

A. & W. Mlackinlay have two fine stores.
tue wholesale and retail separately. They
do their own nanu'acturing and pr.nting,
and publish several school books. Their
stores are models of neatness. i do not
think we have in Toronto as neat and clean
a store as their retail shop.

T. C. Al'en & Co. also have two sto:es,
retail and wholesale. T. C. Allen is an
old Toronto boy, and Will Allen, his
manager, is from Ailandale, i believe. They
carry a big stock of books, and do a first.
class retail business. I notice that they
price their books considerably lower than
we do ; 3oc. tomthe shilling is the standard
rate here.

They have embossing and lhthographing
plant on the premises, although tieir copper-
plate engraving is done in Montreal. tr.
Allat thinks the new duty, on the whole, is
not as gooc for them as the ad valorem rate,
and the other dealers in Halifax agree with
bim. The 'Methotist Book Room has made
severat recent improvements in their build-
ing and arrangement of stock. They carry
a heavy stock of books, mostly juvenles
and thelogical perhaps the largest in thîe
Maritime Priovinces. They cid business
largely through the Methodist Publtbhing
House, Toronto. buying with them, but
getting goods direct front England, thus
saving freights. Rev. J. F. Iluestis is the
book steward. They have a pretty, bright
store.

'T»he Tract Socie y carries about the sanie
fines as our own Tract Society. The store

is centrally located, and the salesroon is
quite large and well kept. Their sales are
principally thrnugh colporteurs and to the
trade 'n Society bibles. R. Mellish is the
manager. The Baptist lock Roem is about
same site as the Toronto house : has an
immense plate glass front which is not an
iniprotement. Geo. 'Macdonald is their
manager.

Knight & Co. and Knowl-s bookstores
have both excellent stands and very mce
stores. rhe lialifax booksellers do not
appear to pay any particular attention to
their window dressing. Several of the stores
look as if once a month was ite rude. t)ne
would think it would be advisable to have
an attractive window at least, considering
the large number of tourists passing through
the city. About the prettiest window I saw
was llebb's, on H ollis street. 1 le carries a
smali stock, and appears to be doing well.
Mr. H. does a gooi deal of personal canvas-
sing througlh the offices, etc. Knowles'
bookstore (.lr. Orr, manager), bas a bright
appearance, and carries a good stock of
novels and periodicals. etc. None of the
stores, however, secm to have the newer
novels. Bryce's editions and cheap :5-
centers appear ta prevail. I saw Long.
man's Colonial Library in only one store.
Allan's, I think. The day of the 50c. 75c.
and S.:5 novet has not yet reachedi Halifa
evidently.

C. H1. Smith has a news stand down by
the hotels and does a gooI business with
strangers - alo sells a lot of novels.

Toronto News Co. and Cooper & Co.
largely supply the market with novels as
their lines are in almost ail the stores.

llookbinding is clone by Phillips & Co.
and Cunningham & Co.

i have written ilts fuilly in the hope that
this letter may, in a way. serve as an in-
troduction of the Eastern bookseliers ta
their brethren in the West.

Y'ours trulv,
111F 1.701IEFu;K.

KIND WORDS.
'l'e faIl announcetment number of ths

journal, issued on August ist, was muci ap.
proved of by the trade. Soine proof% are
given lerewitl

Si,- The Fait Number of iloks ANi
Ncorrioxs is neat and attra.tie with abun-
dant information for stationers. No stationer
can cn business witholutt it 1 lonk for
ilt)oo )rn N<n o's like a daily papet.

Yours truly.

Fort Williiam. Ont., August 4th1.

hii,- it has been gratifying to us. and we
art <.oniident ta the book and stationery

trade generally, to observe the efforts you
have put forth fromn tinte to time to improve
the appearance and increase the usefulness
of llooks .Nitt NotoNs - oir traie journal.

Th " Fali Trade Nuniber " issted this
montit, is so very neat in appearance, well
printed and illustrated, and se thoroughly
comprehensive, that it has prompted us to
congratulate you on its production. It is a
iost satisfactory evicence of yourenterprise,
reflects much credit on your establishment,
andi must prove of great interest to the trade.

'rusting thiat your efforts to maintain otir
official organ in the first tank of trade
joui nais wll be. emlinently successful, we are,

Yours truly,

\V Wn K hiRos. & Rit i-T:r.

Toronto, Augut oth, 1894.

HOW THE WAR WILL AFFECT
TRADE.

W AR between China and Japan can
affect Canada's trade to a certain
extent. but the effect will not be

very appreciablP uniless tireat liritain and
Russia are drawn mta the struggle.

'rite thret most important ports for this
trade are Hong Kong, Shanghai and Voko-
hani. it is unlikely that Iong Kong will
benflected, as it is virtually a Btritish port.
Shanghai may bc blockaded hy Japanese
warships and trade be interfered with. Yoko.
iama will not likely be affected, as it is a
Japanese port, and if the Japs are defeated
in Corea, and in their aggressive attack on
China, they wili give up the struggle before
China becomles aggressive.

Canada sents somne cottons and a few
otherarticles ta Japan. There is no reason
to fear that this trade will be interfered with.
On the othier hand, there is a possibility of
an increased demand springing up.

Tie imports froit China and Japan are
mostly teas and siks. (-ons'iderable raw antid
manufactured silk is sent to Canada, but even
if titis trade would be annihilatei there are
other markets which could supply what little
Can-tda neecds of titis comnmodity. Teas, of
course, cannot bc procured elsewhere, and
if itis tracte is stopped it will seriouîsly affect
the Canadian Pacitic Railv.-ay's carrying
trade on both, land and water, and will de.
prive it and Victonia and Vancouver of con-
siderab'c ie'enue.

Thie possibtîes of titis war are terrible in
thteir aspect ; the probabiities are that
nothing serious will happen. WIar is fast
becoming a matter of history. Once it
occupied tite chief attention of iait. Now
the advance of civilization, the greater inter-
national t ontact.and the ncreased at:ention
paid to trite and internai national improve.
ment have rendereti war .a nuisance instead
of a glonious occupation.


