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- .MERICAN MEDICAL LITERATURE.

The fullowing report on the Sedical Literature
of the Unîiterl Stateiis was made to the Aniericpan
1edical Assriation, at its last meeting, by Dr.
L. P. Yandell, cLairman of the commiiiittee:

"The growth of the niedical literature of the
United States in the twenty-five ycars since this
Association was organizcd must be gratifying to
the pride of every American physician. Coing
hack only a quarter of a centuîy beyond the date
referred to, we reacL a period in the listory of
our country when it was nearly destitute of origi-
nal works on medicine, and we were alumost en-
tirely depbendent as a profession upon European
surgeons and physicians foi instruction. At the
present timo it is net arrogant to say tLat
in this respect we are independent of the world.
If au embargo were laid to-day upon al foreign
miedical voiks, our own authors would sipply all
the text-books rcquired by our students, and fu-
niah guides to the practitioner in all the depart-
menta of niedicine. Nor should we bc chiargeil
with vain-gloriousness, we believe, if we.went
further and affirnied that for clearness and full-
ness of information on al] practical points--as ex-
ponients of the existing art and science of medicine
-tey woulld compare favouiiiably with the best
writmgs of our bretlhren abroad on the same sub-
jecta.

" If tlhci it vas practicable w'l:enî the Associa-
t lion was instituted to report, as the Commiiîittee
on MedicadlLteratre .wnis required to do, 'on
all the 1 eriodical medical publications of the
country, aiil the more important articlc therein
presented to the profession, and on all the original
medical publications and aumedical compilations
and comiends by Amnerican writrs ;' And, in ad-
dition to this, ta notice ' all the repriits of forcign.
medical wrks,' assuredly it is practicable no
longer. Tie rivulet whicl constituted ouir litera-
ture at tlie beginning of tle cenitury ' hais swollen
into a toneant-augsted into a river-expaand-
ed into a ea.' A commîîîitteo uight indeed coin-
presa it in a report if adequate leisure could be

commanded for its preparation ; but then the As-
sociation would Lave neither t:e time nor the

patience to listn to suci a anper, nor roomi for
it in a bingle volume of its Transactions.

" Nevetlieless, while sâhrinking froim tbe task
originally inposed upon the Coimittee on Medi-

. cal Literature, there are functions which it may
still perform, we think, with advantage to the
profession. It can not be otherwise than profit-
able to take a survey nov and then of thé medi-
cal productions in which we so abound; to in-
quire, in an impartial spirit, into their character,
their merits, and their deficiencies, their short-
comings sud their claima to ambition; and es-
pecially ho our growing literature may be still
further elevatd and enriched. For, pleiasant aa
it is to dwell upon the progresas which it has
made in our day, no one will deny that there are
faulta about it which call loudly for corrction.

" During many years past journalisn las form-
ed the mout striking feature in the modical litera-
ture of Amnirica. The number of uedical jour.
nals issifed.in the United States at this time ex-
oeeds forty. It has klaurdly .varied at ali in the

last twelve months, a few having been discon- Lisupplyof iatter were abundante would
tinned, and a somewhaz greater number having not hesitate a moment abou rejecting. No
come out in their room. Those which have choice is left him. The inevitable day in coming
ceased to appear are the journals of the Gynecolo- round when its number must appear; the printer
gical Society of Boston and the Psychologics la waiting, and cpy must le foriboming.
Journal of Medicine-two of the ablest on the Suci as tie editor's drawer affords le is obliged
list. We are glad to announce the revivalof the t give out; and like the actor, whose part i
Charleston Journal of Medicine after a sispen- the play -ma t couduct a snow-storm, if his
sion of many years. The two new candidates for stock of whlte paper la exausted in the midst of
profcssional favour arc the Sanitarian and the it, bc hs nothing left Mm but bo anow sueh
Archives of Scientifio and Practical Medicine. browm paper as may ho at band.
The failure of publications possessing the high Nextent of the trouble
literary and professional ninits of the two jour- with our journalism. The editors in too many
nals just mentioned indicates, it would seem, that inans devote only sueh odes and ends of time
the profession, much as it is disposed to favour a t their publications as tLey can spare from more
subdivision of labour in it, is not yet quite ready profitable engagements Dcriving very littie
to sustain works devoted to spceialticas. pecunisy emolument frei bei- journals, tiey

" The fact that we support so large a number are in fact eompellcd *olook tciother crployrent
of journals devoted to mcdicine-a numrkl ex- for enbsistece Ncarly ail thefr time and
cecding that of any other country, and equal per- bhougbts are engrosad by 'hat thcy regard as
Laps to that of ]Franc and Gi-at Dritain, if not Liguer duti. The consequence la plain: their
of all Europe united-is certainly significant. editorial functiona are pcrformcd i a Lurried,
Theso periodicals have subscribers enough ta slovcnly manner. They have net the lelaure ta
justify their publication and to sustain them all 'edit' their works iu any truc seiie of tbat berm.
in a state of comparative vigour. This fact im- They eau net afford time to correct the papers
plies ari equal, nay, a much larger number of sent thern, and prepara bLým for the publieye.
readers, and consequently a very wide <liffision Ths, lt la sale ta say, are for tLe moat part
of medical factsand now. How widely niedical hesslly written, very oftcn by young, nnpraclia-
knowledge is in this way diffused it would in- ed riters; and while contaialng many grains cf
deed be impossible to estimate. The discoveries, valtiable trutL are chsiged with no small amount
the new thoughts, the changes in medical doctrine cf chaff, which demanda the winiaowng care cf
and practice, w-Lrever occurring, are announced the editor; and failing in tis they are sent ta
in a little while at the door of every physician in their accoiat beforo a ciitical publie 'with al
our country. And not onlyso, but rnany becomue tliir imperfections on Iheir head&'
subscribcrs and reades of journala, and many y But there la also niuch for contribu tors te do.
are induced to write for them when issued in .EAsy writing,' it lias been said, 'makes very
their neighbourbood and cozducted by editors bard rending;'Ta clas cf readers las ci-r feit
known te thtem, who.would nover seek these pub- the trutl of the remarka more leenly tha editr
lications if issued at a distance. Thcre an ft The wariners cf mmd, tic vexation cf pirit
be a doubt in any mind tlat the mdundancy of wît wLlcb they have Lad t address themselves
this literature acts thus beneficially upon our pro- t> the irkacre toil cf getting iito shape palers
fession. I is impossible to doubt that as a re- dasheÀi off by Ilair inexperiencesi authora at a
suilt of tbis excesa the body of tle profession is far
better informed and the number of medical ingle t h arl en eedeinsal bce
writenr very much increnased. wrltra cf our.journL cf medicine should refera

" But these advantages, it can not be denied, thisaltogether. Theymboulacomposetueuraiti-
are enjoyed at the expense of some courntervailing clos wit extrenie diligence, and reslve nover ta
cvila. In truth it may bc aflirmned that the nd onaway until they have made it as perfect
suporabundance of our journals i the chief cause as they eau. 'Truc case lu vrltig comes from
of the defecta of which aIl omplain. The ali. art, not chanc' Evary atudent cf medicine
ment that would render a dozen vigorous divided slauld look fcrward to bccoming a wrlter, and
among four times that number is barely sufficient begin early ta cultivale bia powors in that way.
to keep a majority of them alive. The support It ii 8harpen Lis chai-vation and give accuacy
every way is manifestl , as ta mnost of them, ta là knowledge ta %ie histories cf the cases ef
althongh inadequate. Net only is the subscrip- disse that may Le preaonted to Lis uotiee, and
tion insufficient for any thing beyond a feeble to make nes As full as be can cf siciy thimg cf
maintenance, but the corps of contributon i too intereat pssing beforo him lu Lis professIon.
small to give the proper variety and interest to Nuda die, eine Iiai ahould bc Lis motte. No
their pages. For writers on medicine at this day ohould bc periitted toelapse without Bemn
time, however it may Lave been in a former age, addition to Lis note-bock Taiig te reporta cf
are not able ta spin out of their braina matter cases by some good autbor as bis modal, and au-
acceptable to their readers as spiders spin their iiduouly cultivating the habit cf *writing out in
webs out of their boweis; but they must have clear, cncse, appropriate language bis cvi daily
experience, observation, ascertained facto, as a observations, ha yul Lave beeomcapraetlsed
basis of their essaya if they wouîld make thema writer by thc lime Le la ready la takebisdegrea.
readable. But in the pressing necessity of his Re may Le a classical seholar or Le =ay net;

case the medical editor is often compelled to Liasquaintance with ather laaguages wii net
aduult cirado, vague, ramblnng articles, which, oitiakc hlm eta viter cf Lis mm n without prNcticeo.


