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or circulation; toxie doses give ris'e to a. tranisient period oî noi
cation, wiithi siowingr of respiration. Nervous after-effects are. ob-
seirved only after toxie doses, and the stoniach .tolerates the drue
well.

Con clusions.-Brornural. acts proînptly as hypnotic on frogs,
rabbits, and dogs, and hi.as no disagreeable by-eff-eets in therapeutie
doses. It shows an elective action on the cerebrum, and leaves the
cord and meduila unaffeected.

It is relatively harniless, and even large, toxic doses are seldorn
fatal, thongli they slow respiration considerabiy.

It seenius to be free fromn cumulative action and does not irritate
the stomach. While therapeutic doses hia..Jy affect the respira-
tion, the first toxic effect produced by somewhat larger doses is a
slowing of respiration, -witli à diniinution of the amount of inspired
air. The blood-pressure remailis norniai at this stage. In this
respect, flic drug- differs fromn ail other lialoid compounids of the
fatty series (chloroforin, chlorai hydra,.te, etc.). With these, the
distulrbànce of thle vaso-nio0tor enltre is thle ml-ost prononed by-
effect.--Archiv f. experirnent. Pathol. u. Pharînakzol., l:vii, Nos. 5
and 6.

COMPARATIVE POTENCY 0F H-IOSCINE AND SCOPOLAMINE
HYDROBROMIDE IN REFRACTION WORK; EVIDENCE

AS TO UNMISTAKABLE NON-IDENTITY.

DR. WVENDEL, IREBER, of Phil adeipha, contributes an interesting
article upon this subjeet iii the Jou-rial of the Aniericaib
.illedlical .,ssocia lion for April 25. Ris paper was read in the
Sectiôn on O0phthahnology of th AeicnMedicai Association
at its Atla.ntic City mieetingy in Junle, 1907. For some unex-
plainable reason this articl *e, which bears so strong7iy upon the
controversy concerning the alleged ideiitity of hy.)osciae and scopo-
lamnine, has been withhieid fromn publication Io,, eleven iionths.
This is of peculiar interest, 'ina,,sniuch as ' the. editor of the Associa-
tion Journal, during this period, lias been asserbrg and reasserting
most vociferously through the çoltunns.ý of that journal tha.t these
t-wo alkaloids are both chernically and .-)la rmacodyn ainically identi-
cal. Dr. Reber 's conclusions, whielh were based upon careful
ex.,perinientait worlz, nmade uipon hunman beiings, are diametrically
opposed to the assertions of Dr. G. H. Sin-mnons, Dr. H. C. Wood,
Jr., and others in the Journal of the Wnorieicanb Mod7,ical Association
and its Ç Canvil chorus."

Dr. Reber was led to thiese e-xperinents by an exporienrce
reported in the .4mcricat Joziirnal of P7iarniacy in 1889. At that
time lie found that when one drop of a, 1/'ý.0-per cent. solution of


