
CASES OF INSULAR SCLEROSIS-BY DR. OsLER.

By a happy coincidence I had Engesser's article in Ziemssen
on Multiple Sclerosis before me when the patient came in, and the
synptoms presented by him corresponded so closely with the
description I lad just read, that the diagnosis seemed very clear.

The following is the faiily and personal history : Father and
mother dead; had not had any nervous disease.- A sister suffers
from nervous prostration, and bas " attacks," during which she
cannot talk. Other broth<ers (3) and sisters (5),are healthy. Has
been engaged in mercantile occupation since 1-5thyear. Aboutfive
yeai-s ago, when in the employ of a West Ihdian firm in London,
the troubles begau with difficulty in writing, owing to an inability
to hold the peu properly. From the account which he gives the
attack seened very like writer's cramp. It did not, however,
prevet hin from writing with the rigit hand for many months,
but at last he lad to discontinue, and then learnt to write with
the left hand, which at this time shook very slightly, and could
be steadied by effort. Wrote with this hahd for about eight nonths,
and thon haid to give up on account of the constant oscillation.
At this time he could still eut up meat and feed himself, but for
the past year the movements have become so increased on
attempting any action, and it is only with the greatest effort that
the simplest duty cani be perfornied. A glass of water lifted to
the mouth is certain to be spilt, and on attempting to take a
spoonful of soup or lift a bit of ieat on a fork to the mouth, the
irregu larity of the movenent is sucli that the food is much more
likely to reach cither car. It is only within the past year that
the movements of the hoad have cone on.

CasE IL--James Bonnet, aged 44, au average-sized, dark-
complexioned ian. was admitted to the General Hospital under
mny care in May of this year, complaining of inability to walk
and a trembling novement of the amis. le has a somewhat
dull look, but answers questions intelligently. The follow-
ing symptoms are prescted : Whcn sitting at case the muscles
if the hands are seen to twitch, particularly those of the left,
and when the arms are extended, as in the attempt to perforn
any voluntary action, a shaking tremor begins, consisting in a
series of to and fro oscillations, the excursions in the right arm


