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THE MORNING CHRONICLE AND RECIPROOITY IN COAL

Those who think that government by commis-

sion has gone tur enough of late, will be a little
surprised at the atiitade of the Chronicle in re-
ference to reciprocity in conl,  In lust Monday's
issue the Chionicle snys :
The coal operators of Nova Scotia have presented
their views to the Provincial Government on the quest-
ion ol reciprocity in coal between Canada and the Unit-
ed States.  They unhesatingly state that operators pro-
ducing 9o per cent, of the coul ovtput of this Province
ete apposed to a removal of the present duties. And
they ask that the Provincial Government memerialize
the Dominion Government in accordance with their
views,

The opera ors make the general statement that recip-
rocity would mean serious injury to their industry, No
facts or figures are adduced 1o indicate how much of the
St. Lawrence market would probably be lost or what
portion ol the New Eoglaod market could reasonably
be expected to be gained.  No information is given av
to why the supply of coal for New England can be haul-
ed 400 miles by rail and then transported by water, a
distance, equal 1o the distance between Louisburg and
Boston and s 1d at a price which will not admit of com-

tition by the more favorably situnted Nova Scotia col-
lieries with practically no rail haul at all,  No reason is
vonchsated as to why the Springhill colliery, for instance,
with its water transportationfcould not reasonubly ex-
pect to largely increase its present sales in Maine and
Massachusetts,”

In the first place the operators did not state
that the deiegution to the government represent-
ed ninety por cent. of the total output, but NINE-
TY-EIGHT per cent  The remunining two per
cent. includes n mine in Cuamberland and one in
Cape Breton.  Even the Springhill company
which owing to the proximity of Parrsboro to
certain Maine ports, might do a littin business
with Americans under a reciprocity treaty, is not
in favor of it because the company believes recip-
rocity wil be fatal to the iudustry as a whole,
The Chronicle rashly states that facts or figures
were not ndduced to indicate how much of the St,
Lawrence market wonid be lost.  The Chronicle
isin error, The fact that duriug the past four

years importations of American coal had increas-
ed in Quebec from three per cent. to 19 per cent.
and 23 per cent. was established by figures d

642,000 tons, an increase of 13,000 tons over iast
year. Information was given the government
why coal can be hauled 400 miles by rail and then
transported by water and sold at a price that wiil
not admit of competition from Nova Scotin, The
government has been put in possession of all the
fucts, figures and proofs necessary for it to come
to the conclusion that reciprocity would be simply
ruinons to the future of the province, All tho
nmissions in the world would not alter the
position tuken by the operntors. I the Amerie-
ans can enter Quebee now with a duty to lace, it
needs no argnment to prove the liklihood of their
securing the best part of the market, were their
conl admitted free.  There is no necessity for a
commission, and even if it wore desirable,” where
will the Chronicle get impartinlexperts’. There
are, it is true, three coal experts in Halitax, but
as they nre Conservat the Chronicle would
not considtr them impartial ; there is a foarth
whom the Chronicle might eluim as nn wpert,
On that point at presont we remain silont; if,
however, a commission be appointed, and this
‘fourth’ appointed as an expert, it may be sin to
remain silent.

THE STUFF THE SPRINGHILL § TRIKERS ARE FED UPON

Mr. W. W. White, who is declured by the U.
M. W. organ in Springhill to be « fluent and cal-
tused speaker, let off the following hot sir ut the
UM + demonstration there ten duys ngo. Mr,
White may be all that i~ cluimed tor him, bot af-
ter uli he is a failure for he lucks the essentinl ol-
ement, or else he is utterly ignorant on the sub-
ject on which he seoks to enlighten others.  Here
s a sample of the stufl he entors:

“The lessons of reason, expericnce and common
sense are having no par in this struggle as lar as these
Nova Scotian Corporations ire conseined, Speuking of
several instances ol untaitness 10 the businass the
speaker instanced the case of the weight of the ton of
coal demanded from the men of the Dominion Coal Co,
They had to supply the compny with 2240 1bs. to the
ton, but when the produet was sold 10 the consumer,
the purchaser received 2000 Ibs ; this littl+ deal meant
$1,126,002,00 yeurly to the company. It was long
work to the men, short ton 1o the consnmer, and mil-
lions to the corporations.”

The American ton, so ealled, of
be in vogue among the denlers of Halitax, who
have to rescrecn the conl, but there nre no opera-
tors in this provinee so unputriotic us to discard
the good old ton of 2240 Ibs, in making saies of
coal. At une time (0 suit certain of his custor-
ers & Cumberland operator used the figures 2000
Ibs. as indieating a ton.  The Dominion Coal Co.
pays hy the ton and sells by the ton, and a ton is
2240 1bs., und nothing more or less.

2000 1hs,, may

« Rubs by Rambler.
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Cont to use and wont I am using a head-
ing. All o{m have heard sermons pmciod from
a particular text which could well have followed




