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other preces of wood belonging to a boat were 1 the possession of

the natives.

‘These who refused 10 be satisfied with Dr. Rae’s account were
still less so with M. Anderson®s. They said, that m the climate of
the Arctie regions, the mtense cold preserves exposed ariicles ma
wonderful maauer, so that it s h:m?ly possible 1o judge, on view-
ing u deserted E:quimau.\' sewlemept, how Jong it may be since
it was the abode of human beings—the minwtest fish bones be-
ing in a perfect state of preservation at the end of many years,
They therefore think that no human bones having being tound at
the place where Sir John Franklin’s party was said to have per-
ished, it is to be coneluded that the Esquimanx? tale is untrue.
‘They also say that the different kinds of woed of which chips were
found could not be those of any government bout which any pany
could dragz 100 miles over the ice, and that Sir John Franklte, who
was well aware ‘of the means of reaching the Hudson’s Buy posts
by the Back or Mackenzie Rivers, probably carried with him planks
of different kinds of wood, in order to construet 2 lght boat with
which to azcend one or oiher of these stremmns, and that it is possi-
ble, that faiting in this attempt the remains of bis paty had taken
refuge among the Esquimaux and that some of them may stili be
living. They funther add that in any case, the whole of the crews
of the two ships were not accounted tor, aud on these grovnds they
urgzed on the government the necessity of further search.  To this
line of argument however the government has declined to yield,
and farther wmeans of search have been refused.

We had reeently an opportunity of hearing from Dr. Rae’s own
lips an account of his travely, his answer to all these ditiiculiies
as to the fate of Franklin, and his own reasons for arriving at the
conclusion that the story of the Esquimaux was true, amd that he
had really found the jast resting p’ace of the latest survivors of
these gallunt crews whose names deserve 1o be recorded among
thosce of the most devoted victims 10 scientific discovery. ’

‘The oceasion an which we had the advantage of hearing Dr. Rae
was purely accidental. T was the jast day of the session of the
American” Scientsfic Association here.  The section was about o
close its proceedings, when a learned member announced that
Dr. Rae was present and would, if agreable, show those of the
Frankliu relics he had retained. No sooner had the audience learned
that Rae was in the room than he was loudly called for, aud he
answered most  gasdnaturedly to the call.  The following repon,
though it wants the Efe-interest whicit attaches to Dr. Rue’s own
narrtive, is, we believe, as nearly correct as may be.

Dnr. Rar.— Previous to my expedition in 1854, when 1 found
these anicles, 1 had been engaged in four boat expeditions to the
Arctic tegions and had trmeed “some 3,000 mules of coast.  This
last expedition was undentaken more for the purposes of geouea-
phical information than to search for Sir Johu Frauklin, as.1 had
hardly any expectation of fimling any traces of his party in the
direction { was going.  But one day, iu the course of iny travels,
I met an Esquimaux who told me that a party of about thiny white
men had died of starvation beyond a grout river, @ long way to the
West. On enquiring ameng the Evquimaax I found they were in pos-
susvion of pieces of watches, pocket chronometess and silver spoons
with crests aud Jetters upon thew, which torued out ta be these of
persans Yelonging to Sie Joha Frauklin®s expedition. 1 also fouad
Sir John's cross of kinghthcod and a small round silver plate
cugraved Sir John Franklin, K. C. B. and otherarticles. In
fact, some of my men had their coats covered with buttons they
obtained from the Esquimauy, so it had evidently been a large
panty. I bought these articles from the Esquimaux for eaws, dag-
zers and other weapons. They gave them up quite willingly.
Doubts have been expressed as to the truth of this story and the
honesty of the Esquimaus. amd it has been suggested that they had
mardesed the men of this pany and robbed their bodies. This |
do wot believe for 1 have atways found sthem honest and trust-
worthy, Their memory 100 is extremely cotrect.  They have of
course no writinas but they haud down from one o another the
most accurate deseriptions of what they have seen. I wintered
among them in IS17T aad they then described to me the visit of
Parry und others, twenty years betore, sa well that T at once
recoznised Parry from the description, and he subscequently con-
firmed 0 me the circumstances of his visit which they bad
related tome.  Then as to their havinz robbed and murdered the
muen of this party. Tean cnly say that as long as 1 was amonast
them they never stole an anticle from me, and when I went away
on  distant expedition I et only three men with the stores.  Yet
the Esquimaux _never molested them an the least, alihougn they
would have gained a great deal nore by mardering or robling
them than by the destruction of Franklin's pany.  Onthe contrary
they were very polite in their maunners to them and when they saw

the men taking the pot off the fire at meal time they rose and
went away—a kind of delicacy which does not always prevail in
more civilized societies. 1 have obseived that on the part of the
Esquimaunx to the East of the Mackenzie River, there is no -
stance of that bloody-thirsty disposition towards the whites and the
Indians that one meets with to the West. 1 explain this circum-
stance in this way. To the West the Esquumaux and the Indians
are always at war, the Jatter being anxiovs to heep the Esquimaux
baek from parucipating in the teade with the whites, and az the
whites supply the Indians with fire-urms in exchinge for furs they
are lovked upon by the Esquimaux as the allies of the Indiaus

Tae Esquimaux among whom I have been, are very exemplary
in their domestic relmious and are much more cleanty than those
Dr. Kase wet with fusther north.  When you go amon: them they
bring forward their wives aund children aud introduce them o you,
and seetn proud of any notice you tuke of them or of any presents
you make them.  The women are not treated as slaves as they
are among many of the Indiaa tetbes,  They have only to 1ake care
of the snowhouse and the affaics of the household, They are very
Kind 10 their wives, and childien are cousidered asa gremt blessing,
‘The more chitdren thete are it a family the richer is it considered.
fndeed so much is this the case that when children {ose their pa-
rents they are ininediately adopted by other mnembers of the tribe,
who bring them up as their own children, and there is often even
ascramble as w who shall get them. The Esquimaux are very
gratefu! too for any kindness. "I have had an opportunity of beine
of usa to them more than once, and they ul\\‘:x)'s seemed obliged to |
me for what 1 did for them. On onc” oceasion they ran short of
feod 3 we fnd plenty, and wo supplied them from our stores.  Af-
terwards, when [ wanted seal fat for mny menio eat with their vem-
son tirey brougitit and lawd it down at the doors of the huts, and
refuzed to take any payment for it, saying that we had fed themn
when they were hungry, Ialways found them frank and friendiy.
I never had a quarrel with any of them but one man. and he was
considered so bud a character among themselves that they wanted
me 1o shoot him,  This I, of course, refused 10 do unless he inter-
fered with us, and they then asked me to give them some powder,
which . had toid them was poison, to kill him with. He wasa
very powerful fellow and they were afmid of him.

For my own past, I have no doubt as to Franklins fute. His pur-
pose wastotry 2ud reach Behring’s Strits, and he had been known to
say. that if he met ice he wouid push his ships into it and take his
chance. After wintering at Beechy Island, the first year, as we nutw
know he did, e probably tried to rench Cape Whalker and from
thence to gain Behrning’s Staaits; but being cavght in the ice was obli-
sed to abamdon hiasinp and by boat 2ud siedge 10 endeavonrto reach
the American continent, through Peel Sound and from thence escape
up Back River. Inthisattempt 1 believe he and his pany perished. We
kuow that Fraukiin had provisions for three yearsanda half, and that
fie ealculated upon making them last four years.  Wealso kuow that
e had salted down 2 nwnber of the linle ducks, that are c0 plen-
tiful at ceriain seasons in these regions, inteuding 1o live upon them
zhould his other provisions fail. It 1s extremely probable that among
the provisions that he took with him, there was a ponion bad, as
after he feft it was ciscovered that large guantities of the preserved
meats which had been suppiied to government were unfit for use.
‘Thus his ressousees might be consilerably diminished and it is well
knowa that it tequires fuil rativns 10 keep men in health in that
climate.  Now, if the wmen, nttacked by scorvy, and no ship ex-
pedition has ever yet compietely escapei, took 0 cating these sait-
ed birds, they woald die off like cliolern pativnts.  Scurvy s the
most frghnful disease I koow of Itisthe great enemy of the
Arctic voyager.  This would therefore account for the deavhs of so
laige a paty,

As jtis evident that Sir Johu Fraunklin must have gone down
Peci Sound, we know pretty well where he must have !cft
his ships. Lady Franklin has therefore sent owt, another ship,
under capiain McClintock 1o endeavour to find out the pisce where
the ships w re abandoned, and 1o determine if possible the place
of the Maguetic Pole, which was discovered i 1830 by Sir
James Parey, and to see if there had been any shifting that would
erolain the variations of the compass.  He woull alwo endeavour
to make the Nanh West Pacsage wluch capiain McClure had
only dune by watking a pat ol the way upon the ice, he having been
oblize o leave ns slup frazen in.  Ifany man can do all this, it
is captamn McChintock.  He has great evperience, and his vessel, a
small serew steamer, is admiably adopted for the wark.  Itis pro-
bably the best eqniped expediticn that has ever bLeen sent 10 the
Polar segions.  He has only taken 30 men and he has provisions for
them fur three Years.  Should these f2il ke ean fall back upon the
caches left by previous expeditions, sufficiemt to supporz 200 men



