
SEPT.& OC., 175.]FOR THE PROVINCE* 0F QUEBEC.15

doath rate is about 50 in the 1000 aunually ; lu the nerth haîf
cf the Township cf Hfull with a population cf 1700 thère wore
during the year ending April lse 1871, but 7 deaths, beingla
littie over 4 lu the 1000 inhabitants or bnetwelfth eof te
death-rate cf Montreal which would Le evon greater were it
net fer the continuaI supply cf healthy people frcm, the country.
Were it geuerally knowu that large cities have always been
vampires contiuuaily proying on, aud ultimately aunihilating
the btest and meet active portion cf the popuIlôin cf the
country, 1 say were this generally kuewn, there would net be
such great anxioty mauifested by country peei -le, bo flock bo
the cities, uutil aa lu smre cf the New England states) the
cities almeet abserb the wholo country, the latter adopting the
customs and vices cf the fermer, the population weuld diminish
wero it net fer the continuai introduction cf immigrants frem
other counâtries.

Did our rural population but kuow that the world depended
on them for its inhabitants as weii for its foed, they weuld. net
be se auxieus te de their part in bringing the werld te an end,
by flockiug te the cities.

Bofore 1 couclude, I would like te refer te a proposition made
by certain high officiais in a ister Province, te eliminate from
history certain facte because they are net liked by smre people.
You might as wol eliminate from a chain a number cf the
links here aud there, whioh de not look se attractive as the
reet- Lyu gain beauty but you entireiy destroy its practical
wort .

The paper finished, the discussion on cor poral puuishiment
was opeued by a lady askine the opinion orf members on the
subjscet cf keoping children in after mohool heure as a puuish.
ment.

Mr. Hubbard hopcd he had net been misundersbood in what
ho had said in the afterueou. H1e thought that corporal
punishrnent sheuld be used by teachers as it sheuld be by
parents net te satisfy a bad tomper but as a means bo prevent
the repetition cf the offence. Ho thinke there are modes cf

puiehment more objoctionable then corporal puuishment.
le reforred firet bo tha infliction cf tasks. Ton or Fifteen

linos cf a beautiful poem imposed for idieness or carelesenees
le slply barbarous. What can it do but make a chiid disgusted
with potry altogether. Worse stili le the imposition cf verses
cf Scripture. Hie couid sec ne objection te a child being kept
lu for idlenees or uegiecting bo prepare hie lesson before echool
being kept in b do a duty ho cught te have donc befere.

11ev. iighswander th,,ught that a groat deal cf what had
been eaid about punishment should, be left te the jud.gment cf
each individual teacher ; that hoe must suit hie puniàhment te
the temperament cf hie pupils. Each toacher wi.ll flnd that
his echolars differ and wIli treat . them acccrdiLgly. Soe
teachers have a peculiar gift cf gainiug the sympathies cf their
schelars, smre have the power cf doing this, others have net
lie must say again that each individual teacher muet study the
individual tempers and capabilities cf his seholars.*

Mr. Mille always held that persoual influence le the great
power in obtaining and preeerving discipline in a echool. Te
say that this or that method le beet is simple nonsense. Ho
had said that hoe weuld undertake te get in order as many
pupils as ho could personijiy teach; if hoe had a geod play.
grcund. As regardi the Sherbrooke Street School lu M1ontreai,
he muet acknewiedge it has peculiar advantages, ceuvenient
building, and a large piay-greund. When ho finde the chiidren
have net prepared their lessons ho dees net resert bo corporal
punishmont, they are kept in. -But hie wae serry bo sce that
the teachers had te stay lu as weil After ail the heid that
rnuch cf the fault lay lu the carelessuos cf the parents. Ho
therefore prepesed that touchers might write notes te the
parents luforming them cf the fact and requesting them te soc
te, it. 14e aise r.,commended teachers te, visit the parents
found these who did se the Most successful. Ho thon exÎplainoci
the rules cf the Commissieners cf Protestant Educatien cf
l[cntreal as regard corporal punishment, ciai.mig that they
were se weli framed that if any praise is due te the Sherbrooke
St. Sehool it la duo net te the teachers but bo Professer Robins
the Inspecbor and >uperintendent cf 9chools ini Mentreal. Hie
ham found that throateuing chiidren with suspension has effect
Upen parents. He p reposes te keep an houer list cemprising
the namos cf aIl chiidren who during the month have net been
roported for bad conduct, have been regular and punctual in
rittendanco and nover fail in a single lemmon.

Mr. MeLaughlin, thought the suggestion bo teachers to visit
parents excellenit, but in sme cases parents will xnot mee the
sme as teachers Then as bo su 'spension, he thought it a very
serious affair especially bo very young children as it turned
them'into the etreets bo complete their ruin. He could not
but think corporal punishment wise if ouily judioiouslY admi-
uistered. A te.acher thoroughly acquainted with his pupils
knew whether the negleet wae through wilfulness, or iniabilty.

Mr Milis speke agai.nst corporal puniehment in sme respects.
Hie alluded to the qualities of a yeung lad who, attended hie
sehool shewiug how he neglected it and the difficulties that
attended the whole work of his scholarshW

Mr. Patterson, (of Richmond) said that te wae not a teacher
but a pupil, and recollected being placed twiee in the centre
of the sehoo1 for net knowing hie lessons, and it had a beneficial
effeot upon hlm. After suéh a punishment, he reeelved not te
be caught again and he was not either. Another source cf
corporal puuishment whieh he saw adepted lu another sehooi
that hie attended and which had a wholesome effeet was that cf
placiug a scholar in a large woodeu box eituated at the head cf
the school reom, se that everycue could see him, with his brick
to the wall. Iu this quiet exposed position the sehelar had
been left long enough to refleet over hie conduet and in this
way tee the desired effect was attained. Thiseclosed the debate
on corporal p unishment.

Mr. J. M. Waltbu read a paper on IlThe disadvantages under
which a country teacher labors, and how they may be lessened."1
He urged that though the paper might be eut cf place iu
Quebec, stili there might be many'who, like the writer, labor
under the disadvantages cf endeavcring te impart a souud
éducation te these placed under his care without the adequate
means cf doiug se. He had an experience cf over eight years
as a high echool teacher and had neyer yet been inside pr scheol
reom properly furuished with apparatue.- A matn mighit teach
geography without a map, globe or bock, but the muet be a
clever man indeed who could convey a thorough knewledge cf
it this manner, aud yet he might be ou a par with the teacher
who inscribed as a cepy head "4 Quebec je the- capital cf
Montreal." I mathematics a great deal could bo doue with
a blackboard and piece cf chalk. The cause cf the trouble je
the want cf apparatus aud the irresponsibility cf trustées. The
writer had necessarily followed the varicus occupations cf
plasterer, paper-hanger, glaizer, painter and lcksmith iu
cenuection with hie school. Comnmen sehool matters were
worse than this ; a echecîhouse je built and the committee hire
a teacher and then considez that their duties are. at an end.
The teacher je told that the room will neèd sweépir'g, as the
plasterers have.jMst left it. 1She goes and findiug ne broom is
told on asking fer eue, te borrew eue somewhere ; the day is
cold and th- teacher i@, teld that ehe can pick up pieces cf woed
lying about the building and make a fire; even when the
farmere have not'breught iu firewood bo make it with. The
room was often net found fitted with meats and desks,. and a
chair for the teacher had often te, be borrowed; a mnbsoiptiou
is eften taken up fer a water pail te be brought and a tin cup
procure&. Should the building be au oldn, mattors are stifl
werse. liard work koeping warm, rain comiug dropping
through the roof are the drawbacks. Waut of accemodaticu
fer the pupils is aise feit A case was instauced cf a whoe
clame of eidren haviug been sent into the porch, cf a sehool
for lack cf accemodation. Yot theso are a few .ef the proofs of'
the indiffèence they meet with and %% hidi hindor teachere iu
in a prosecutien cf thoir work. The remedleg propoeed lu the
paper are: A reduction iu the'nuniber cf high sehools ; an
increase cf Geverument aid;- that the nemesary fittings and
parapherualia cf a sohool be ypiaced in it as mocu as built ; and
finally au increase cf interest on the part cf the public
goqeralIy that would briug eut en cutiay cf money. The paper
ccnciuded by theo opinion that- if the cause cf labor le net
pregressing it muet be declining, for if we are standing still
we are gradually but eurely falliug lehiud the requirements
cf the centntly increaging population of our country

Mr Hubbard theught a great deal cf the paper juet read. As
he said iu the afteinoou thoro wae some trouble experienced
ovor mohool accemc4ation' iu rural, districts. Hie certainly
belioved there were grievances but he thought the greateet
eue was lu roference bo the apparatus adcpted in thome- rural
district sohocle and net with reference bo echool, buildings and
their accommodation.

Dr. Marsden suggested the appcintmont cf a sub.cemmittee
on this subjýcf
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