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INTER.STATE COMMERCE LAW.

NOTwITISTANI0xa( the nany impor-
tant subjects pressing for attention in
our coluinoîs, we have deenied it wise to
give up a large portion of space in this
issue to inatter relatiig to the new li-
ter-State Commerce Law of the United
States. We do so believing th:at titis is
the mnost, important subject that is before
the railway world of Amierica at the

present day, and we regret very muchà
lack of space as well as lack of abilty
to give our readers as conprehensive a
view of the question as we would desire.

Thte comiing into force of the Law on
April 4th was narked by the loyal ac-
ceptanée of the situation by practically
ail the railways of the United States.
But, while willing to accede to the de.
miiand of the law, there was a strong
and apparently well.founded request on
behalf of certain southern roads that the
Commission should use its power of
suspeiding 'the long and short.haul
clause," as it is called, for a time, uttil

ascertained. Thie great arguii;iit in
support of this view and that which
seeims to hatve prevailel wias that the
comlipe.ttion by water in the great 1navi-
gable rivers would ruin the ronds if the
letter of the law, as they interpreted it,
were enforced. rite Commission acceded
to the request and suspenlded the action
of the clause, as relatinîg to thtese roads,
for bO days. It seeis ta lie genîerally
agreed tlat by titis action the Commiis-
sion lias averted a disaster, but at the
saine time it is iii:tiifestly unfortunate
that such a step shoould be iecessary at
the very inception of the unew
There are those who even now contend
chat the clause docs not menan Vhat the
bouthlern railway mien thouglht it ncant,
and tLhat it would have been better to
have refused to obey an iiterpretation
which would be ruinous to then, and np.
peal to the courts for a rulinig. If the
decision went agamist themli they couli
then ask for a s spension. Soie such
thought as this seeits to har e been
voiced in his own sententious way by
Mr. Jay Gould when, in talking to a re.
porter in St. Louis, le said :

"I think that the law alouîll have had a
thorough test before suospenffding any of its
featires. It would have bci more satisfae.
tory to the public to have firat lemîîoînstratel
that that featuore slould boe auspended than to
suppose it wou1ll and aspend it on a auip.
position."

There are iîany difrerent interpreta.
tionîs of the clause which has been thus

suspended in relation to some roads, and
as there is nothing like speaking hy the
book in sich mnatters we give the clause
entire:

Sec. 4. That it shall bc inlawfutl for any
coiimoin carrier subject to the provisions of
this act to charge or receive any greater con.

pensation in tlhe aggregate for the transporta.
tion if passengers.or of like kiwi of propcrty,
indiier substantially siiiilar circuinstances anud
conditions, for a shorter than for a longer dis,
tance over the saine line, in the saic direc-
tion, the shorter being iicluled within the
longer distance ; but titis salIl not be con.-
strued as authorizing any coiion carrier
within the terns of thin act to charge and re.
ceive as great comipensation for a shorter as
for a longer distance; provided, however,
that u1pon application to the commission ap.
pointel iulder thei provisionos of thtis act, suchi
commun carrier iay, in special cases, after
investigation by the commission, be author.
ized to charge less for longer than for uliorter
distaices fur traisportation of passengers or
property ; and the c<mnission uay frotm tine
to tnie prescribe the extent to which said de-
»ignaitetd connon carrier inay lie relieved fron

their position could be more definitely the operation of tiis section of this aet.

The views of the associated southern
roads and ail others interested as to the

ofibet of this clause wili lie recoived by
tie Conunmission at sittings, to be held

this iionitli at Atlanta, New Orleans
mfld Memtphis.. Dur ing the suspension
of tlie clause the roads are entitled to
charge the rates iii force on Marci 31st
last. 8.roig arguments will be urged
why the southeri roads, hiaving to face
water comtîpetition, should be allowed to
chargo differential rates. But the law
is one for the Unaited States, as a whole,
anld to iake different rules for different

parts of thle country will set at
iauglht the first principle of the Bill,
whieh was to regulate by a Federal law
the Inter-State Commerce of the coun-
try. Moreover, the southern roads are
not tie only ones aflected in thtis way.
The Great Lakes are a highway of coin-
imerce and with the Lachine and Erie
Canals are the route of uinlinited trade.
If the through railways froi Chicago to
New York -are coinpelled to charge a
iiileage rate it iust nmean the diversion

of a vast portion of the trailic to the
lakes, and the northern roads will
hardly bc content to rest under this dis-
ability. Nor is it to lbe supposed that
water competition is the only reason
which will justify suspension of the
clause in special cases. Suspensions
will be demnded on behalf of other
roads and nay have to lie granited. In
its minor points the Bill is proving a
gratifying success, but its chief feature
secoms to be uiworkable in the only sense
in whichi it seeis fair tointerpret it.

THE DISALLOWANCE QUESTION.

A very important question to comle
before the Dominion Governmîent is that
of the disallowance of railway charters,

passed by the Maniitoba Legislature, for
roads which màîay divert tralie fron the
Canadian North-West inito the tUnited

States, instead of through our own ter-
ritory and our own ports. The people
Manîitoba, demiands freedom in charter-
ing roads, judging by the fact that
every niember elected to the House of
Coiumons fromi that province is pledged
either hy the policy of his party or by
iore or less direct promise to us- lis
utmoost influence to prevent the disal-
lowanice policy being carried further.
There was a tine when it was con-
tended by soine that the bargain with
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company
binding the Goverunient not to author-


