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,ire, WhIo do not, becolîne wvary and( ex-
liausted anîd with a, feelinîg of despara-
tioni, exchiijîn, "Wîywas I boni1 wlhv
(Io 1 exist ! Is it better to lire or to
dlie ? "'' Tiere are few inortals w~lio have
ever liveci, N%11o hiave int hkad somle suich
thouglits. A fewv hli crazed froini er-
vous exhaustion and <isappoinineiit
drink the fatal draughit, lire the lea(lly
sict or iii soine other wvav declare thiat
it wverc better to die.

Tlhe question "WVIiy (10 I exîst ? ',is
great and important. It lias been cou-
sidervd Iby mnen and %vonîeu of ail ages
and lias beeni varjoîisly ans\wercd. 'he

-l~.eits soliglit dilîgeutly to discover
the secret of hile or the Ilniîest 'roodof1
life. l-imitiai nature is ever the saine.
lucre fire minay ini existence to-day Wvho
desire an aniswer to the question. 'fie
problein is imtportanit for othier reasonis.
On its solution depencis truc success iii
this life and a gîuaranitee- of the best, ini
the wvorlcl to coule. Ladies and( «entie-
mii, I Shiah luow preseuit to yoit the s0-
hîitioxi of this problenli.

Ili the lirst pilaice I assert thiat we are
boni to liave eprcls.Iil support of
thiat assertion I cail attention to the
fact, thiat wve are 1)ecniliarly constituted
pliysically, iiientally and inorally. Eiverv
p)art of our benig- is const rncted for the
express purpo>se of recciviiig experiexîces.
It is as easy to (lecide the main
plirposes of mlv constitution as it is to
ciscover the use of a watelh or a steamn
elîirne by cxantining tîjeir respective
sructures. Somleonie wvîll perhiaps say:

"Tfrue, We grant von this, but tie Jower
aiiiais airc simnilarly coiistituted. Ii
fact tliey arc sulperior to us iii the mat-
ter of physical sensations bccause they
possess mlore acite sense organis." This
is ail vcry truc, buit inaît lias a coin-
peu satiîîg advau tage wlîich, more thiia
off-sets ail this. 'Mali is miot onlly conis-
tittited so as to iceeive expenicilces buit
lie lias b-ren given a soul, an iintelligenice,
1w imcans of wliiii lie nmiay intenh)rct the
sigu ificalice of those experiences. The
muail, or the Nvomflai wvio, is the passive
viviiiui of exp-Ierieiices is an animal pure

i sun 'l. Goci lias creatcd every tuaii

aid w~oinanl a king or quteen by eiudow-
iîîg each withi tie ratioxial facîîlty. It
is tiîroughi thiat iiîstrimentality tiiat ail
ereatioîî bows at îniaîu's feet iii humbttle

M'e caîiîot estape experielices but we
mlay fail to nlote the sigîuificanice of oîîr
exl)eriemces or wve iinay iiiterpret, thiose
experieuces iincorrectly and iii eitlier case
life tvill bc more or kess a failuire. he
l)nsy careers of to-day are muot generally
comiducive, to a, full aind correct interpre-
tation of experience. We iiiiist have
leistire periodically ini order to tliink ouîr
experiences into liarnioîiy and relation.
Conditions tlîat existecl filty years ag()
inay have beem imore favorable in this
respect. Withi ail ouîr adivancemnemît anîd
civilizauLQii of whvli we are justly prouid,
wve mnay iievertlieless loose, siglît of the
main1 purpose of our existence.

For preseîît purposes the totality of a
life's expeiiceuce inay be classified as fol-
fows :itome, sehiool and society, or the
worlcl. 'rie expeniences of oie period
prepares for the iîext andciiinder normal
conditions the _xperiences of a succee(l-
ing sLage, aid iii the interpretation of the
significance of the pirecediug stage or
stages. It is not necessary for nîy pres-
ent, subjeet, thiat I siouîld reviewv the
main features of the experiences of the
hlonte, tîxcir origiii anud developmneuit,
leading up to schtool. lite anid slilseqilexit-
Iv to socicty in the 1)roaclest selîse.

1 shial nlow illustrate wvhat I imnî by
au e-xperieic ani thien explain its sig-
iliicance kecepiii i iu mu id tie probleni
wliicli wve mnay have before us, namiely
"Wliy do I exi>t ? "Iii dealiin1g witu a
snbject of this kinid it is absolutely
niece.s-sary to uise the first persoxial. pro-
noîni very frequcntly. '.lie experience,
tixat 1 alii about to relate coîînects to
50111e exteît, home anîd school Mie. It
Nvas a 1)righlt, November afternooi. -My
conuracle and i nyself, muere lads, were ini
our places at the p)ublic scliool on tiîis
l)articular day. 'ie sclîooi wvork lîa1
proceeded mnucili as usual. At four
(),clock WvC dccided to go to the woods
itear 1w for two rensous, nxaiiîly to ]lave
a confidential conversationî about certain


