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informed in the '26thfl, it is lie "who

is ever inerciftil and lendleth ;"it is
lie wlîo Il (isl)ersetl abroad, aîad
giveth to the poor; and to suceli per-
sons tiiere are inaiy precious promises.
l'he God of truth bath said, (Pros'.
xix. 17,) Il lie that biath pity upon
the poor lcndeth to the Lord; and
that whieh lie biath giveni, wvill lie re-
payhIiniagain." Do we believe tlisl
Another promise (Prov. xxviii. 27,)
is stili more to the purpose, IlHe that
giveth to the poor shall rot lack."

An old writer on Providence* says,
"We sometirnes see religious men

(thougli it is a liard task-I wvould
not wxilhngly lie employe(l ini t-to
reconcile hardncss of heart to reli-
gion); yet so it is, tliat we sometimes
flnd persons who seern to be devout
and religious, yet when you corne to
them for an act of charity, Oh ! it
grateth them; a sixpence cornes at
two or thiree pulls, and with mnany a
grudge and excuse. You may pos-
sibly sce suc/t a mani decay (God
distributes bis estate because he would
flot), aud sucli a man's seed you mnay
see begging bread; but for "la good
man," "lone that dispersethi abroad,
and givetît tc thie poor"e-ce one who
is ever merciful and lendeth," David
neyer saw such a man's seed bcgging
bread. It is no woiider that thons-
ands of' men grow poor by lending;
but lie who by giving to the poor
"lends to the Lord," neyer lost by

that lending. The great God "lneyer
yet faile<I, neyer yet was unfaithful."

Let not the wealtliy féar that they
shahl theiselves lie iînpoverished, or
their families will bie injured by their
liberality to the poor; it is "lthe
surest wvay of tlti'iving," and the bcst
expedient iu the world to enrich their
chiîdren. "lHlere is lus boîîd, and it
must lie a good 0o1e, if the scripture
bce the word of God. Thle richest
inan in the worid inay, for auglit we
know, lie poor tonîorî'ow, or lie inay
prove tLnfaitlhftil to bis word; but the
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Lord is tire evcrlasting possessor of'
heaven and earth, and lie cannot lio,
nor dcceive any one that trusts in
him." "lGod wvill lic sure to repay
ivhat is griven to the poor at bis com-
mnd, witlî great increase. Vie
greatest usurer on earth cannot make
s0 mucli of luis înoney as the man
that gives to the poor."*

The inhabitants of these provinces;
have reason to bie than kful thiat th roughii
the good providence of God, verv
few, except in the largre towns, are In
ivant of the necessaries of 111e; and
therefore benevolence in thiat forni is
less requisite than in most other cotin-
tries. But there is a wvant existing to
a very large and awftil extent, viz. a
destitution of the means of grace and
ot' tue word of eternal hife. Let ail
tlien who have an abundance of tii
world's good devote a portion of it,
to assist in supplying the Ilbread
that cometh down froin heaven" to
niany souls that are perishing for
want of it.

EXPOSITION OF REV. 3: 14.
-The beginning of the creation of God.'*

According to our common version,
this passage, fairly interpreted, teaches
that Chirist is a created lieing, and
that he wvas the first being ia whioni
the creative energy of Jehovah ia
dusplayed. Hence the text has beep
a favorite one with those who (11, flot
believe that Christ is Iltbç true God
and everlasting life." A little atten-
tion to the orio'irýJi Greek, wvill shou
that the translation requires an
amendroent. The word ark4e here
trar,.biated beginning, lias often tlie
sense of the wvord powcer or autlhority,
as in Luke 2-0: 20, IlThat so tliey
mniglit dvliver him, into the power
(le arkc) an(l anthority (te ex,ýoîsia)
of the governor." Nov liv a ne-
tonyrny, thuis word (arkc) is u-sd
fo>r a ruler or magistrate, -,01o lnac
power. Luke 12. 11. "lAnd Nvlîe

*Dr. Lawson, on Prov. xix. 17.


