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saine month he first appeared as a
public preacher at Dunkeld, in Perth-
bitire; soon after, hie was frequently
and regularly engaged in this delight-
flil work; and thus at an early period
he attained the height, of his amubi-
tion. The service of the gospel hie
loved supremely for its own sake;
and, when prvileged thus to be emu-
ployed, thedesires of his heart were
satisfled. lie rcmained nt Dundee
tili November, and then came to
Glasgow to prosecute his studies un-
der the Rev. Greville Eiying.

Wliile at Dundee hie feit hie was
in danger of Iosing the freshness and
vigour of bis spirituality white atten-
ding to his academical pursuits: how-
ever, the religious exercises conducted
under the superintendente of bis ex-
cellent tutor, the prayer-meetings
whicb. the students regularly kept Up,
and the opportunities of preaching
which hie enjoyed, tended, in a great
measure, to preserve bis spirit. At
Glasgow, however, hie was more
exposed to temptation. The studies
of the young mnen with whom he was
associated, though chiefly confined to
theology, generated a spirit of spec-
ulation, which, in too many instances,
led te, envy and strife. Hie felt their
polluting influence; and many things.
oceurred at this time on which he
could not reflect with pleasure. He
continued under the tuition of Mr.
Ewving for fifteen months. Mr.
Barclay loved him as bis tutor, and
enjoyed bis ministry as hie pastor;
yet it does not appear, from the re-
cord he bas left of the exercises of
bis mind at this period, that bis soul
prospered and was in health.

After leaving the Academy, Mr.
Barclay was for twelve nionths at
the disposai of a Society which then
existed for sending the gospel to des-
titute parts of Scotland. Applica-
tions from persons in various quarters
were muade to this Society that ho
mnight be sent ta labour among theni.
It was intended by the Society that

he should bc sent to Cambuslang ;
but a petition from the friends iii
Kilwinning was% so pressing, that tAie
Society hesitated, and retèrred the
the matter te hirnself ; and ho, thoughi
willing te go wherever Providence
might direct, for several remsous gave
the preference to Kilwinnitig; and
there at length bis lot was cast. Iii
April, 1802, ho began bis labours in
the gospel at Kilwinning. H1e had
not been there long titi the attendance
ou bis ministry began to decrease.
This was te, 1dmi a source of severe
trial, and muade hiu almost regret
that hie had not gone to, Cambuslang.
Lus trials, however, drove 1dm to
God, and for years before this the
throne of grace had flot been se pe-
culiarly precieus to him as it was at
that time. H1e continued te labour
with diligence and perseverance at tAie
centre and round the circumuference
of bis station; and, while he had
mnch te, discourage him, ho was
cheered by the attention and appro-
bation of those whose judgment lie
most valued, who, approved of, and
were benefltted by, bis faithful minis-
trations. Thus ho continued, labour
ing with littie, or no apparent suc-
cess ; and ere long a change teok
place in bis views and practice that
gave a complexion to, ail his future
life.

Shortly after Mr. B3arclay settled
in Kilwinning, a friend at a distance
wrote te informn him of some scruples
ho had respecting the propriety of
infant baptismu; and requcsting Mr.
Barclay te, lend his aid in endeavour-
ing te, remove these dimfculties. M%,r.
Barclay therefore turned his attention
te, the subject; but, upon trial, found
himuself unable te renieve the scruples
of bis friend to, his own satisfaction,
and therefore did not attempt to rea-
der hi any assistance. lie begau,
however, te be inipressed with the
evil of reniaining ini donbt respecting
an institution of Christ : and especially
for one in the situation in which he


