
TUE CHURCII 0r ABYSSIN"A Ocoe

country by the " Christian" rulers of the land, because in thet nature o)f
the case they were com pclled to antagonize the dlaims, tenets, and teach.-
ings of the national Church. It iili be rcmembercè that the Englishi cain.
paigu under Lord Napier in 1855 was to, rescue the issionaries which liad
been imprisoned by that barbarie genius, Xing Theodorus IL The bqcin.
nings of Protestant work botlî arnong the Chîristian Abyssinians and aniung
the Falashas dated from 1830, wlicn the British Society sent out Saxnuc.î
Gobat, who afterward becarne the fanious Anjglo-Prussian Bishop of Jcru.
salemn, to labor iu that historie land of Abyssinia. le ivas follnwed hv
Krapf and Isenberg,, who did. Inucli to secure for Abyssinia an e vangel:Cal
literature, disposing of more tîman cliL tlmousand Bibles amng tue pco'.
pie. Thes three arc the leading nlaines ainong the Protestant pioncers in~
this land.* whille others, sueli as Sterns, 'have ably assistcd, the Iast-xncn.
tioned laboringI alinost exclusively arnong the Blackc Jews. The mnost sue.
cessful axnongr the succession --)f this first generation of Protestant iiiissioaa.
ries 'was Martin FIad, whllelias been several tixues banislied, and now, in
his extreme old age, lives ini Wfirteiubcrg, in Gernany, stili dir ctim- fri
there as raueh as possible the mission work among the native F-alashas.
Swedish gospel niessengers bav.e in recent years been adrniitted tu this flcd
b>' King Mecelik under certain restrictions, but as yet they ha% e not jeta
able to report great progrma. Several lîundred Falaslia converts bave
provcd faitlifnil to, tie Gospel preiclicdl to themin by Flad alld others aid
now and timon letters; corne to, this venerable worker fromn the native hclp.
ers slmowing timat i ,-pite of persecutions they arc stili faithful tu tbe Gos.
pel tlicy ]lave learnea to love. Within the iast few Ycars twvo inosL inter.
csting and tonching letters of this kind from the native lhclpcr, Michael
Argavi, have been publisheda in varions inission jounals. ini whic, iW
stances of fidelity te the faitli once delivcred to the saints are rmcri

tht e li equal those narrated in the bocof hlacaes
Certainly people and prospect-, ike these should prove pcculiarly attrac.

tivc to ze.ons mission workers. To 'rebuild ou historic Christian greud
the Chureh of God is an enterpriso wcll worth the prayer aud rnrý d
evangelical Cliristendoin. The Abv.asinians are a roble peuple cven is
timeir present loiw religions andi spiritujal condition ; làtt witla a revul-MRd
life-giving Chiristianity they could, lecorne a powcr iii thceMr ,.ir
for tlie Gospel cause and a truly cvanýgelical (Christian Absiîa al lr.-
corne possibly the best h1ais cf operatin fur tlic losts of (lrsnW'4--
ers going ont conquering alla to conquer thronglmont tiei Ici-ti.anid l«211h
of Africa ____

Dr. George E. Post sný,egstq a providential purpose in thec existen« l
the Coptic, ArmenixniSsra, Alivssinian chiurchm.. Ntolianwda-
isrn, like a vast arcli, stretclies fr un casteru China o -. e-stcrn A~frka; :u jb
tho location of these rmuants of anicicut Oriental clînrdîes liiiiLq a DifiNe
plan :thiat, rcvi illed 1y tir Ioly Spirit, they hhhept emaer
rouuding peoples 'with tle gospel.-A. T. P.ý
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