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my father’s home was broken asunder at that moment. I felt then that
I must take my own course. I must serve my Ieavenly Father more
than my carthly parents. This new idea gave me courage to make a
decision to forsake my prince, and also to leave my home and my country
temporarily.”’

His decision was made, and with an unwavering purpose he waited and
watched for an opportunity to put it into execution ; after four or five
years it came. With great difficulty be obtained permission to sail ina
ship bound to Hakodate in the spring of 1864, *‘ Not thinking,’’ as le
wrote in his diary, *‘ that when money was gone, how would I eat and
dress myself, but only casting mysclf on the providence of God.”

After months of waiting in Halkodate he at last found an American
brig which was to sail for Shanghai. Making a confidant of a young
Japanese who could speak a little English, this friend rowed him out to
the brig at midnight and the captain received him on board,

Although tlie ship was searched by Japanese officials the next morning
before she weighed anchor, to make sure that no Japanese were secreted on
board, for it was then a capital offence to leave the country, Mr. Necsima
was not discovered, and in due time he reached Shanghat, where in the
providence of God he secared passage in a sailing-vessel bound for Boston,
and owned by Hon. Alpheus Hardy, of Boston, Mass. It was many
months, however, before the ship set sail for Boston, and in the harbor of
Hongkong he exchanged his sword for a copy of the New Testament in
Chinese, and he studied this on the voyage, and when, reading it in
course, he came to the sixteenth verse of the third chapter of John, he
felt that this was just such a Saviour as he nceded. The ship on which
he came was owned by Mr. Hardy, and when he had learned from Mr
Neesima through a brief statement which the latter wrote of his reasons
for coming to America, Mr. Hardy decided that it was of the Lord, and
he adopted him as his own son, as it were, and gave him the best education
which New England afforded, in Phillips Academy, Amherst College, and
Andover Theological Seminary. His faithfulness in his studies and his
high character won for him the love and respect of all his teachers and
classmates. \Vhen asked for a letter of recommendation at the time of
Mr. Neesima’s appointment as a corresponding member of the Japan
Mission of the American Board, President Seelye of Amherst College
said, *‘ You cannot gild gold.”

When he had been less than one year in the theological school at
Andover the first great Japanese embassy visited the United States
¢“This was composed of four Cabinet ministers, of commissioners in the
several administrative departments, and was under the conduct of one of
‘he most distinguished of Japancse statesmen, Iwakura Tomomi.” Its
leading members were Twakura, Okubo, Kido, Ito, Terashima, and Tanaka.
These were the men who were to be at the huad of the government for
mnany years to come, and the providence which brought Mr. Neesima into



