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my father's home wvas brokzen asunder at that moment. I feit then thiat
I must take iy owfl course. I mutst serve my Ileavcniy Father more
than my eartliy parents. This niei idea gave mne courage to, make a
dccisioîî ta forsake îny prince, and also te Iceave iny home and my country
temporarily. "

His decîsion wvas made, and with an unwavcring parpose lie waitcd and
watchied for an opportunity ta put it int enction ; after four or fve,
years it came. \Vith great diffiilty lh-o obtained permission to, sal in a
ship bound ta Hlakodate in the spriîîg of 1864. 2 Not thinkî-*ng,"I as lie
wrote in bis diary, " that whcen moncy *was gone, hiow wotild I eat and
dress my self, but only casting inyscif on the providence of God."

After mnonthis of waiting le Hlakodate lie at last found an Amnerican
brig which was ta, sal for Shangbai. M.Naking a confidant of a young
Japanese wba couid speak a littie English, this frîeed rowed hinm out te
the brig nt midnighit and the captain reccived hlm on board.

Aithougli tile ship wvas searched by Japanese officiais the next mortijng
before slie %veighed anchor, ta, iake sure that no Japanese were sccretcd on
board, for it was thon a capital offence ta, lave the country, Mr. Necsima
was net discovered, and ie due tixce lie reachied Shanghiai, wvhere ln the
providence of God hoe seccured passage in a saiiing-vcssei boued for Boston,
and owned by Hon. Aipheus Hardy, af Boston, Mass. It was maur
inontîts, however, before the shlp set sal for Boston, and in thc barber of
llongkong lie exdhangea his sword for a copy of the New Testament in
Cliinese, and lie studied this on the voyage, and whee, reading itin
course, hoe came ta, the sixteenth verse of tise third chapter of John, lie
felt that this was just sudl a Saviour as lie nccdcd. The ship on whiehi
lie came was awned by Mr. Hardy, and whcn he bcd learncd froin M1r.
Neesima througli a brief statexeent whicli thc latter wrate of his reasons
for caming ta America, Mr. Hardy dccidcd tixat it %vas of the Lord, and
lie adopted hlm as bis own son, as it wcre, and gave lin the best edlucatien
which Newv England afforded, in Phillips Academy, Amnherst Coibege, and
Andover Theobogical. Seminary. Ilis faitbfuiness in his studies and his
b1gb character won for hlmi the love anal rcspect of ail lis teachers and
classnxateF. When askcd for a letter of recommendation at thc time of
Mr. Nccsima's appointmcnt as a correspoeding member of thc Japan
Mission of the Americail Board, IPresident Seiye of Amherst Colleze
said, '' You cannat grild gold.''

WVbcei lie liad hee Inss then one year ln the theabagical sehool at
Andoî'cr the first great Japanesec embassy visitcd the UJnited States.
" This wvas compoqrd of four Cabinet ministers, of comimissioners lu the
severai administrative departmcnts, and iras under thc condtict of anc of
%he inost dist ingnislicd of Japanese sta-tesmnen, Iwakura Toiroini." Wt
Ieading anembers wcrc Iwakura, Okubo, Kido, Ito, Terashima, and Tanaka.
Thiese were the mcie wio ivere ta, be et the 1. ad of the governmont for
many years ta came, -and thc providence which brougflt Mr. Neesima into
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