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Thie IffîînouItcs,

Olt TIIE SIERORS OF A FLAT COUNTRtY.*

Saine %Vise individîîal lias said, "minouintains
make baeroas." Lika many wisa sayings this is
only haîf a truth. Switzerland and Scotlaîad
ara synanyniaus for haroic dovotiom ta trntli
and fredoîn. Bumt avith Goldsmîithî

"To moin ai otiier imîlîmîs iny faime> flic'e,
Eîîîisaîinii ic dhee IOI liera Ileiiaiiî lie'
31a tilîkii litr-p.t.t buanb îefur itut.îîml,
WIVl ore th , b à al toc a, ir 41t tl à Iîîi,
Aiîd ediiuin ta qtop tiie r vîiîg (i,
Luits tlie -iii vicipire'8 artiliciai pri-le

'I avant Yeu ta forget for a whlîb thea lOLl
cênury, witb its advautages cf religions farce-
d6m, aud go back iii imag-ination ta Emîr pe
in'tha 16th century. Tîsat century wiclm le
baby ground La aIl Protestant feat. Lothier is
of course the image tlîat at once riscs lu yo'ir
mmid. But Luther ivas nat tIse oîaly 1Ehijah of
that century. Wbîbe Luther ivas slaaking G--.
many, aud thea world in feet, avith i u neav ri'--
dlations cf truth, in littbe Rolband, tîsat lias
sa cf tan beau the bate grouud of Europe, was
bora a naw scct, the cîsief temmet of wbause creed
was that aid hiblîcal injunctian, "If any man
emnite thea au the anc check tomn ta bitu tho
othar aiea. " The carlicet years cf thîls seet are
shrouded lu a gaod deal cf obscurity. TIse on-
ly fact tbat is ut ail clear le, thay were amang
those who in 1520, separated fromt the
Clnreh of Rama for varions reasans. lu cau-.
mon witb saine othmers they bald ta LIhe noces-
sity cf adoît haptismu, but avant f urtmer than amay
other affshoot from Romeat tîat tiniaiu timiridea
cf the saparatioa of tIse chiorcla and state. Ûp ta
1535 na very dafluite orgauization asas arrivcd
at, altbaugh oua John Deuck wau tIsa ostensible
head cf thme movemnent. This waut of organiz
atian lias probably beau the cause cf their baiu,,
-go frcquantly confoonded avitl tIse fobbowers
cf Joha n Van Leydan or Jolhn cf Munster, ivha
flaurisbed about tha samie time, aud avas the
leader of a daugarous anad leavîcas baud cf fan-
atics.

Thay hava aiea beau càlled thme reactionary
mavemnemat, caused by Lime a!%oimiuahbe axtrava-
gances into wiaicb the fcllowea o~f Leydcu fell,
but this is inauifestby imncorrect. Sanie cf the
encycbop.adias say tîmat the niovameut firat ha-
gin lu Zurich, Switz,-.rland in 1525,and avas led
hy Grebel. This, hiaivevar, le danicd by tlia
Mennonites themeîves, amd aIea by a Germait
avriter, avho cf baLe bias made au exhîaustive
stndy cf the varions secte that arase cnt cf Lima
genaral z'efarnaatiou cf Lima 16tli century.
Thera seems littla doubt that tlae muavement hi.
gan, bias bas beau stitcd, in Rolland. It did
neot long lack a camnprtent leader or a distin
gîîisbiug name. Iu (ha tcwn of Witmnarsuiin lu
Friesland, Rolland, thora livcd a certaina priest
cf the Churcb cf Rama ta whomm tlac aavakening
spirit of the tinia bad camne. Ha daihy gm'ew
mare dissatisfledl wilm tire Laaching of Raina.
Like Luther ha finalby decidcdl ta leave the
churcii aud try amîd liva ont fer himsef the
trutha tlaat bad came ta hlm. Iii 15:36 the dIe-
cisive stop avas taken'and for a year "li\lenno
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Simon" Iead a quite and secluded life. lu 1537
came the cali front thaseo of bis towns people,
who lield a lilca bolief withi himsolf, ta be their
lea<ler. Thon wias actiually tormced, what lias
sinco beau knowu te the warld as, the Menu.
onite Chorch. For twcnty four years Menno
Simnon strova by precept anîd exainplo ta estab.
Iisli atrueand patra furmn of (#hristianworshiip. It
issurprising ta notice hoiw tha varions branches
into whicli Ibis chnrch lias sinco divitied stili
ld( in i îr purity tà3 faw simple doctrines

and principlet3 that Menno laid dawn as bis
b.iais of teaching. It ivas not until 155(1 that,
wlîat are known as '<Fundamental Teachings of
MIeoîo" wec publishad. ihay ara as fol-
lows;-

1. lie deoouind infant baptismn.
2. Swearing, or the taking of ait oath in any

way.
3. War, Revenge, Divorce and the boldingof

Civia Offices.
4. lia sought and aujoined a very high stand.

ard of Churca Gaverninent.
. MNeiana doas nlot seoni ta have beau brilliaut.

ly cloquant like Lother,bot rather ta have beau
a faîcbfui diligent soul who holding tenaciously
a cartain faris of truthi strova earnestly and on-
tiringly ta prop3gtte it. [lis wvork was chicfly
in the forrn of persoual teachiug (thangh ha
wrpta a numtber of books) and wves doua in
Northî Gerînsny andl North liolland. From
tho time hae loft the Churchi of Raine in 1536,
matil bis death in 1561, bath liq and bis foibaov.
ers sufieraîl bitter perseztutioo. Not f rom the
Roman Cathiolies alona, but f con Luther and
bis folloavers, whlo liad naL learned tire gospel of
toîcration front the perscotions thay liad thaus.
scîv.-s andurcd.

1£IIOtATION TO) AMEItICA

Tire bistory of the Mennounita Chtircb bas
becti persecotianunpan persecotion. lu tho
tinua froint 1561 ta 1683 thinga went frous bad ta
worse, util iu the latter ycar it became inipas.
iible for themi ta reinain langer lu Rolland. A
nnbar aînigrated ta Ainerica and settled in
William ]?cnn'a colony of Peusylvania, samne
wvaut ta Switzerlatod, sai-ne ta France, bot the
great body moved into Prossia wbare tbere
woe already a saumber of churches of their
faith that bad been estabbishied by Menno bina.
self. Those wbo camie taAinarica secîn ta have
liad alint ounbroken praaparity. Tlîey settled
ucar Gerniantown and thair descendants liva
thera ta.day and hald the faitb of their fathars
in its original simplicity. la 1770 a new churcb
wvas bailt on tha sito of the first ïMennanite

~Church. Thîis church is still standing and in
good preservatian, tha oak seats with which iL
is foirnisbced beiug ovar oua hundrcd and teu
years aid.

This branch of the Menonito Chorch is fre.
quently coufounded with tha Quakers. Tbis is
altog'ether a mistaka. Their refusai ta bear
armas and their strictures as ta dress ara the
doctriues that they liald in conmnon with tho
Quakers. Unlika tha Quakers, hawaver, lbay
hava ]îisliops, Deacans and a ragulariy ordaiued
ininistry. Thay observa tha osoal sacramnents.
Anmd liera 1 inight mention, that amnong many
caugregatians tha waahing ol the baot, wivhch
,took placa befora the institution of tha Lord's
Supper, is faitbfuily observnd cach tinse tho
sacraint is administered.

TuIE COLONY IN PPUSSIA.
We will uawv returu ta tha Ci-

any in Prussia. Tire mnvamnents of this
brauch of the Menanite Churcb poasesu
tlia greatast intereat for us, as iL Is froua thern
(bat aur own Menon 'ite colonies have cotre.
Fram 1693 ta 1786 the history is extremely
mneagra. Almrst ail that we cao learu is tîsat
very shartby after thoy bail remaved ta
Prossia perseentian agaîn beset thoan. Tbey
saw their rights canstantiy diininishing util
in the raigu of Pradorick William Il. of
Prusstia, they had harely the right ta exist.
Tbey ware compelbed ta purchase iînmuuity
froua military service at an exorbitant price.
ihey woe nat allowed ta hold land. They
ware heavily taxod and wera at the saine Lime
deprivad of all tma rigbts aud liherties of
citizens. Things laoked very dark iadeed for
thaîn bath spiritually and financîally. Wbau,
la! deliverauce cama frous a quirter whance
the world bas not geuerally laoked for help for
the oppressed. Russia had tîsea but receutiy
acqnired her southera toetory alang the Sea
of Azaf and th-. Black soa. Citherine Il. at
on the Rusîiau throne. Beîug a wise rulor
she saw tire ads'antage of h3aving- the vast plains
s9ettled witli traiuaed agý,riculturista.- She did
what iva have heard of coautrias nat 100 miles
frein, hare doimag. Slsa sent ont an arnigration,
agent .ta induce settlers ta c3ma ani oacupy
these vacant lands. In this case the agent had
a very bigh saunding nsa 'Coat Von
Trappe." Iu 1783 this gentleman started ou
bis mission aud on bis arrivaI in Germany mada
bis hcadquartars at D.tnsi- (the chief Mennan-
ite settlemeuts being in and about tma! city)
and hegan ta boom Russia as a field for ami-
gration.

liera I îvculd like ta draw yonr attention ta
the fact, that the Gaverninent cf Rossia, more
than 100 years ago, ivas far in advance cf the
Canadian Gaveamnent of to.day in regard ta
the liheralityv of bier emigration policy. Thraugh
the kindacess cf Mr. Siemens, cf Gretua, I have
been able ta get a very accurate translation of
the original offer made by the Russian Goveru.
muent ta the Ilennanite people. The first
persan appraached by the Cont wvas EIder
Pater Epps, ana of the mast prainîneut eiders
of bis Cburch at that time, and ta bina and
others the following offer was made :

1. Tmey %vare allowei to sîttie ini ay Gocerint or
Province of itosîja.

2. The Rîtissi:ii Govertiient wenid fuirnish ail mnuy
tnoecîary for travelling expenues aud aise a certain
additienai soin ta cadli fainily for incidentai expenee.

3. They wvold be allsîvcd entire religions liberty snd
ta ercct tmeir own ciiorcies sud religions sciie. This
clause, howvecr, bas a rider, «nut heroby is everybedy
%varned that ilo one ivili bc ailosved ta proslytize upon
aîiy pretemea 'vh tcvcr, ecet aiuuîmg the Mahozurna-
dens."

4. Tiicy svenid be exeîmpt frei taxes, and wcuid net bi
reîînired ta perfraiî aunv wark on Govertanieut Imprave.
ments and no seldicre weuid bc qesrtcred lu their
honses.

5. Tlîe exenmption fremt taxation %vouldbe fer tiaoie sct.
tiîg i?) coniniraitces lu tue ceuntry sud in the anialier
tasvns, for ten ycars. For Liiese settiing le large cîties for
flvc ycars.

(J. Tlîcy %vend i3csuppicd with !eed fer six mouLuhs.
7 Mainfactuires of ail lîinds wcnid ba assisted b>' th '

State. avitiî capital if ueceaesary, andilu any eveut ta the
cxtemt af f ree sites for their factorles. Specil privileges
bcing granted lu tuic case cf înnnfacte.rcs entireiy ucw
te tae centry.

'8. Tlîcy svenld receie -ninoy frem the publie 'ti=aur>'
for the purchase of stock aud fa-a lmnplentonts. Ait tai


