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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

by an old silver-headed nan, (e inmale of the cot. ‘Thic gentle-
man being an abstamer, cmbraced the opportunity aftorded of ex.
tolling s favonrite beverage, when be very soom recogniscd a
brother in the persan of the venerable hoat, whao, by a very hearty
shake of the hand, informed him that he was also a tenperance
man. ‘The old shephierd (for auch was s callimg) began then to
converse freely on the subject; and cortmied lie, *Is it not
strange that s initny 0f 0'ir clerygy stand wloof from the canse 77
The gentleman gaid that @ coetamiv was unaccountable s but ob-
served, that, * Ifthey don't come forward, we must just do ou-
best without them.” ~ Upon which the old shepherd remarked.
“I've gut a specch prepared e oue nenster, and now, sir, that 1
nee you take an interest m the canse, T shalt ket you hearats i
you ean sugaest any improvement, [sivall wibingly adopt 4.
We give the apeech, clathed in ats orgrmal simpleity “—< i

tend,” waid tie shephend, ** to call unon hun, and ask han, first,
the reason of his not bongy a teetetalier,  Whatever hes reply man
be,” ho contpnred, * 1 shall proceed thus—* You know, sr, that
I am a shiephicrd, and that every year bundreds of s reep ars con.
witted to my care: these sheep, a8 you welt know, are subject to
some very deadly diseases, such as the vot. Suppose, for mstanee,
the rot were to enter 1n wmong my sheep, aud 1o be cutting them
off in great numbers, what wonld be my duty?  Why, sir, 10 be
first in the fold, stripping among them, and separating the ciean
from theinfected. But suppose 1 were to stand aloof myself, and
that some of my neighliours, taking pity upon the siieep dymnz be.
side thew, were to enter into the fold and comwicuce my work ;
but notwithstandmg their cxertions, a number of the sheep should
die. At the end of the year my dav of reckoming wou'd arrive :
my master would ask me what had become of all the sicep com.
mitted to my charge, 1 might tell him that the rot had cut them
off  He wonld then ask, * What did you do to cure the discase 7
1 would answer, ¢ Nothmg e would then call me w very un.
grateful and a very unworthy servant, and tell me 1 should no
longer be his steward.  Now, sir, you aze ashepherd ; overy senr
nuwinbers of souls are comuitted to vour care: the ‘Grase of -
temperance has entered in amonz them, and is cutting them off
in numbers,  You, sir, are standing aloof, and atlowig vour
neighbours to enter the fold and du the work.  But, ranember,
sir, your day of rechonmg will eome~your master w il ask you,
¢ What became of all the sucls intrusted to your eare? You
may answer, *They died of ntemperance.”  But what wili you
answer 1o this question, * What did you dotastay theeni!? The
reply you must give, sir, 1 tranvle to think of—you mast answer.
s Nothing 7

THE ¢« ALCOHOL-IN-GRAPE” QUESTION.

Facts muct lie at the hasis of everv ccriect theary. Tiis
is equally tiue of the theories on what is new calied ¢ the
wine questicn,” as of any other. Without entering into
this subject critically ourselves, for which we have neither
ability nor desire, we may be permitted to say, tha' the dis-
covery and diffusion of fucls hearing upon it, is, for many
reacons, highly imporiant to the temperance caunse. )

First, it is intrinsically interestins to know what is the
precise refation which the Word ot God sustains to the tem-
perance doactrines, and even what were the vicwsof the an-
cient Heobiews apon it [t would be satisfactory to think—
evenwi : that degree of probabulity of which such subjects at
best ad.rit—that Science and Scripture were not at variance
on this point.

Second, inasmuch as this question always hias been, and
always will be, agitated and discussed to a greater or less
extent, until facts and principles are mute sufficiently mani-
fest, on oue si-le or the other, to determine the point in dis-
pute, it is of importance to 1each this consummatien as soon
as may be, if only to economise the time. efforts, and ex-
pense of those engaged in ity and dircct them into a more
useful channel.

For example : Dz. Nott, ane of the most venerahle ot the
Temperance Reformers in the United States of America, has
recently given currency to a new theory of Scripture Wines,
fe which that truly noble-minded man, Mr. £. C. Delavan,
56 Albany, has given extensive eureacy, by diffusing cor

pies of the lectures, al @ vast expense, throughout America
and Europe. These lectures, it appears, are vitiated by the
dogma that « the gnod wine of Scripture contained alcohol,
(though not in quantity suflicient to intoxicate), and that
this wine (tirosh) was ¢ the fresh-exprest jnice of the grape”
—or vat-wine. This view naturally excited great surprise
both in America and Lurope. In the former country, Me.
Marsh, Mr. Sargzent, and other leaders, deprecated the cir-
culation of the lectures, on the giound of the incxpediency
of promulgating the notion that alcohol was good in any
quantity, and not necessatily included in the rank of infozi-
cating “liquois '—while 1 this, the most leamed of the
wiiters on the Scriptural question have characterized the
theory as ctitically wusound, as well as practicaliy perni-
cinns,

The matter, in its minutie, has been sufficiently examined
elewhere, (Vide Tectotal Tupic, Nos. 1, 2,and 35 and the
tract entitled the & Aleohel-in-Grape Question’® Solved ;
toth published by Dr. Lees, Lecds); we are here only
anxious to diffuse the knowiedge of some Fucts which strike
at the root of the theory in question, and also negative the
assumptions on which not 2 few of the writers against tee-
total views have proceeied.  We extract the following fiom
the Truth Secker Magazine, vol. iii. p. 223 :—

¢« "T'he Committee of the British Temperance Association
having reccived the detail of the following experiments
conducted by a practical chemist, in the presence of compe-
tent wilnesses, are prepared to offer a premium of £50 to
any person who will exfract any appreciable quantity of
alcohol from grapes, ripe or otherwise, provided the fruit has
not in any way been meddled with by art; believing that
1o intervention of man is necessary to the placing of fruit
i1 a condition such as will permit of the vinous fermenta- -

¢ Ezperiments and Analyses of an Englsh Chemist.

Dr. Percira (Elements of Maleria iledica, p. 1221), speak- -
ing of the manufacture of wine, says—

¢ Grape juice does not ferment in the grape itself. ‘This
is owing, not [solely] as Fabroni (De Uart de faire le Via;
Patis, 1801) supposed, to the gluten being contained in dis-
tinct cells, to those in which the sacchaiine uice is lodged,
but to the exclusion of aimosphertic oxyzen, the contact of
which, Gay Lussac (.Inn. de Chim. 1xxvi. 243) has shown,
is (fi.s1) necessary to effect some change in the gluten;.
whereby it is enabied to set up the process of fermentation. .
The exprest juice of the grap~, called must (mustum), read-
ily undergnes the vinous frrmentation when subjected to the
temperature of between 60 and SO deg. F. It becomes,
thick, muddy, and warm, and evolves carbonic acid gas.’

Here we find two celebrated philosophers, natives of wine
countiies, quoted as knowing that grape juice does not fer-
ment in the grape itsc:f; and how each attempted to account
for the fact. Yot nosw, after a lapse of forty years, we hear
the assertion (ftom the other side of the Atlantic, indved)
that alcohu! is contained in 1ipe giapes, whole or bruised!:!
[t may be asked, reasonably we think, what new evidence
these new-wotld laminaties have to adduce : for, after it
has been ascertained that a certain sort of decomposition, in
a certain substance, cannot take place, we are entitled to
remain incredulous tiil doomsday, or until proof shall be
produced, that Nature’s laws no longer continue the same as
formerly. Nevertheless, we have heen willing to make al
few experiments, in order lo see, with our own eyes, whe-
ther the old truths, or the new assertions, best agree with |
the laws of nature. L

1. One pound of fully ripe grapes (black Hambros) were I:
put into a glass retort, with half a pint of water, and dis- |;
tilled very slowly until three fluid ounces had passed into )
the receiver, This produce Liad no algcholic smell, It was®
put into a small glass retorf, with an ounce of fused ¢hle.
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