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U
rnraned by wholesome laws ! What can we think of a tratic
shich e petnfien the heart, and benwnbs the conscience, und
murders every sense of proral responcilnhity, that those enynged
ait truph windst they trample on the taws and nghts of the
ople ! But their disereditable g<sertong bave no foundation in
cuth, 1T they sell more hquor now thas formerly, why do not
wmperance: Mn eondemu the exmse faw, und petoan to have it
mpealed T Why are they so well picased witih it T—they send
seams of remonstsances 1o Albany agingt the repeal of the luw.
Way do they bring the question to the bullot.box again i those
s that went in favour of heense Inst year? On the wikhes
aad. if the ynmeeclers scil, and the rumesuckers use woere Lhiquor
aow than tirey ever did hefine in the eame space of time, win
sre thew not satisficd with the Jaw as it 102 Why do they tal
ayand night in order 1o seeure ats repeal 1 When they ore
bmogit up befure the bar of jastice, way do they nstist thei
minesser to swear that they sell but very Iittie, not uay ta e
gud as @ beverage, only a very httle for madicinal purposes.
Ostof thar own wnuths we eondemn them,  If their word be
god for any thing st all, 4 is warth somethmg when they are
wder a solumin oath. Under oath they swear, or instruct ther
winesses 10 swear, they seli but very battle,

They remind me of the mun who had an India rubber yard
nck. When he purehased goods hie otretched it to sts utmost
tstent, when he sold them he allowned it to contract 10 118 natusal
lgth.  When the rununies are behind their own bare they
swear they sell more than ever.  When they are broaght up to
the bar of justice they sicear thicy sell but vory hittle. Their busi.
e makes their conscicnces so clastic that a be wiil not strangie
iem; though it were black as Ercbus, :t would not make them
bugz,

To the Bitor of the Temperance Adrocats.

Sin—1In & reeent nuinber of the Moatreal Transcript our at.
tion is called to a feurful illustration of the ewsi of wtempe
nnee as lutely exbibited on bourd the steamer St Louis, A man,
raking fzom o state of wiaication, uitcred some profanc ex.
ceasion , for witich hie wus seproved by a full
uired, ** Huve you no love to Gud I tv which he replicd—
You shull eec my love to God,” und immeditely plunged mnto
ke river, and thus clused a Life no doubt rendered miserable by
rmperance. A crime s thus commitied, not unly of the deep.
tdre, 1o itvelf consuicred, but rendered pecaliarly Yearful, from
ke circumistonce that it ushers its perpetrator unmedately anto
te presence of God,

Thave thougit of this case in connicetion with the «xtenuating
reumstance. if indeed any exist which con be propesiy so termed.
L clangs to Gud 10 detennine the amnuntof gudt contracted by
serring crentures, aiid to us to shun even the appearance of
il I will, huwever, say that ty me it appears probable that his
ponsibihty o the Author of life is grounded not so inuch vpon
e closing act hy which iis erime was consuniznated, ng upon
e pursait, probably for years, of & course tending to that end.
e was seeking employment, and as he awoke from his guilty
bcis, probably the conditien of adestitute family, 1endered so
7 hs own conduct, rasted upon kis miad 3 aud 1 con essily con.
e that the kind repreof of his fellow prssenger, presenting
5 nn elevated sentiment, might at that mement produce, by
ntnst, @ deep and  despuinng sense of i moral, as well as
ysical and social degradation.  Hle scemz to have thought tisut
had no tricnds—a constderation perhaps too well sustained by

uw passenger, wino

gencrat ticattaent he had received § for such unfortunate bes

ings are gencrally regurded, even by the i»rofcssedly bcnevolcn",
with all the indifferenee of the Prieat und Levite.  Lifo became a
burden, and he rushed unbidden into the presence of his God.

But let not the man who indalges himsclf in this well ascer.

taned powon, i any of s furms, ruppose thut he alone, who
thus, i a violent wmanner, puts an end to s Lfe, ie guilty.
Reflect:on would awaken the keen accusations of his own cune
seience of the ame enme—a erime in the process nf consumma.
tion mnre rapid, posably, than he 13 aware of. This incident
will undoubtediy produce a sensation of horror in most persons
wha may chanee to read ity vet how few, comparatively, will
suffer it ta awaken spprapriate refections upon the general char.
acter and results of wtemperance.  lHow few will consider that
tins case, feariul asit is, daes not, as far as the principle is con.
cemed, Giffer mutenalty frum what 18 exinbited every duy, though
under circumestances less caleulated to excite gencral attention.
May it not be well w0 inquire, what. i & moral point of view, is
the difference hetween the man wha, 10 & fit of intoxication, eud.:
tenly closer lis awa hie, and those whose bloodshiot eyes, and
bloated and carbuncled visages, furnish indsputable indications
of the extensive and destinenive influence of the uleoholic paison,
by which they are gradually nccompirvhng the same end.  Yet
the furmer casc finds its way into the papers, and excites general
attention, whiis the latter are daily passing sidently into eternity,
scarcely noticed, und not at all in connection with the evil by
which they have as certainly shortened life ae though, 1 the de-
lirum of intoxication, they had closcd life by ther own hunds.
‘The absence of deliherate iutention 1 no excuse for intelligent
brings. Carclessness und recilessness are themselves crimes, and
cannet b2 pleaded in excuse for their consequences,

‘The writer in the Transcript cvinees a commendable anxiety to
arouse the generosity of the benevoleat, wnd excite than to proper
cffurts fur the suppression of tong nlarming cvill And what ean
excuse the apatire so generally prevalent m relation w1t ! The
evil 1 acknowledged—its maganude is unmenve, and we cannot
ahod lack of encourngement. Tue practicabil:ty of combating
it on an extonaive scale, und in the most officiont manner, is no
loarer problematical 5 experioent has already resulied in- demon.
stratin.  ‘There is hope for the drunkard, sud whut is of equal
interest, hupe also for the nsing generation, a large proportivn of
whom, if tiie present apathy shal! prevail, will be evitably en.
gulphed by this moml nuelstrom.  Nothing can cxeeed in sim.
phcaty aud directuess of application the leading principles of the
temperance refonmation.  The philanthropic men «ho originated
the suade of aperation by which so wach has been accomplished,
ke true philosphers, consicescd the cause of the evil, and
dirveted their offorts at s foundation.  They considered that the
love of <trong drinks is in all cases contracted. and us mainly
conduciiye 1o this tiey zoticed the prevalence of the cyroncous
apitmon of their utility, und of the custom of staangely regarding
tireir uge as un eapiession of sueality and isiendship.  “Phe remedy
songht 19 be applied c wrespends with this state of things.

1. Toe correction of e crror refersed to by the general diffusion
of information, demonstrating not only theic usclessness, but de-
cidedly injunnus tendeney, in all cases, to persons in health.

2 Ry the formation of assucations pledged to total abstinence
to counteract, and. it possible, atolish the senseiess customn of
asing theny an sacial principles.

These are thie wmple meuns which have proved to be of a
character so potent as 1o influcnce comtnunitics, statce, and even
natioas, taan extent astonishing to all.  Is there anything objec.
tonable in point of principle in xuy of the features of this plan?




