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X11.—The Harmony of Scripture, and srue Philo-
sophy or Science.—The reception of Revelation by
the most gifted minds.—Refutation of objections from
Astronomy, Geology, and other sources.— By the Rev
Joux Forpes, D. D.
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Causes.—Guilt and danger of resisting the Gospel.—
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4 SERMON PREACIHED AT BOMBAY ON THE TTHL OF MaY,
1835, ON THE OCCASION OF THE DEATI OF MRS. MAR-
GARET WILSON, OF THE SCOTTISH MISSION.—~BY THE
REV. JOHN WILSOM.

Mr. Whlson 1s one of the most faithful, diligent,
and devoted of the Scotush missionaries employed 1n
the east, and is already favourably known to our rea
ders. as the author of two exceident controversial tracts
m refutation of Hinduism. Nowhere has supersti-
tion erected her iron rule on so firm and stable a basis
as1n the fertile region of Finduostan, and fur ages
us wretched inhabutants have buwed down without a
murmur to its crucl and delasing tyranny. But at
length some prospect of deliverance from this horrid
yoke has opened up to vur castern subjects.  Mission-
ancs of high tolent and ardent zeal have lately been
sent 10 lubour in that extensive field ; and though far
too few for a harvest so plenteous, they are yet begin-
ning to exhibit graufying waces of thesr spinitual ope-
rations.  Mr. Duff has already done wonders 1n the
east of India, and should L:¢ valuable life be spured,
ke may soon return to Beagal, and fully realize all ot
which he has given so fair a promise.  Mr. Wilson's
exertions in the west of India have been equally cre-
ditable to his piety and zeal.  His healh docs not
appear te have suffered materially from the sun's
scorching rays; and as his heart is in his work, we
may well anticipate the most successful result to his
missionary labours, Like Mr. Duff, he is able not
only to speak from the pulpit, but to call the press to
his aid; and being thus deubly armed, he will fight
with more cffect against the enem:cs of truth, and suc-
ceed in bringing home to the Captain of Salvation a
larger number of captives—the only captives who can
—

* Mrs. Wilson was a daughler of the late Rev

Kenneth Bain, of Greenock, and sister of the Rev.
JoLn Bain, now minister of Gali, U. C.
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be saud not to lose, but to gain immensely from their
captivaty.

Mr, Wilson was blessed with a most valuable as-
sistant in his interesting duties—his own wife! but
that exeellent and accomplished woman 1s no more,
Her constitution scems to have suffered from the influ.
ence of climate, and as her zeal knew no bounds, she
mcicased the evil by uawcuried, excessive exertien,
Strange to say, if any pact of her conduct was
blameable, aud supplied yust cause for censure, it was
her dving too rauch!  She herself, indeed, must have
been an infinite gainer by her happy change; but
alas! her husband and the missionary cause have
su tained a heavy loss.  She sccmed more anxious to
get to heaven than to live on earth, and the Lord has
been pleased to give her the translation for which she
so carnestly longed.  And let us hope that the inter-
esting record of her labours which Mr. Wlison has
s0 scasonably and affectionately furnished, will com-
pensate in some degree for her premature demise ; and
that, though dead, she wall yet speak for the spiritual
benefit of those whom she was so anxious, while liv-
ing, to instruet, to guide, and to save,

M;r. Wilson has sclected for the text of his funeral
scrmon that portion of Scripture, in which the pro-
phet Ezekial narrates the sudden death of his beloved
wife, (chap. xxi1v. verse 15—~20 ), and it would have
been hardly possible for him to nave found in the whole
of the Bible onc more happily suited to his purpose,
He treats the passage in a calim, sensible, and judi-
cious manner, There is no affectation of extreme
pathos, nor any unscusonable attempts at oratory or
fine wriung. He discusses his subject briefly, though
he omits nothing worthy of being mentioned ; and
by this exercise of good taste, he leaves ample room
for a detailed exhibition of the merits and services of
one, who may justly be said to hold the first place in
the class of female missioi...ies. How admirably
was she fitted by her various qualifications for the pe-
culiar functions which it was her delight to exercise !
But we shall allow her bereaved husband, who wasso
ntimately acquainted with her mind and character to
speak to us of her realizing faith, her ardent picty, her
unquenchable zeal, her indefatigable labours, her chris-
tian graces, her dumestic virtues, and her literary ac-
comphishments. The following cxtract, though long,
will not, we are sure, be felt as tedious by our rea-
ders.

It was the desire of her heart, when a union was
forned between us, to cheer and encourage me, to take
part with me according to her ability and the grace
which God might give to her, in the great work of.
evangelizing the heathen, to which I'had looked for-
ward; and with a view to accomplish these objects,
she presented herself as aliving sacrifice on the altar
of God, vowing in his sacred presence that she would
devoteto his cause, her person, her acquirements, her
time, her strength and her substance. 'With a heart



