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FtTND FO-I' ÂLDING AND ENCOURAGING STU»IENTS IN DIVINITY.

THE SYN0D 0F TuIE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CIIURCII I-N CANA DA,
TO TME PEOPLE UNDER ITS CHJARGE:

DE.AýR BRETRRE.-,

Affectionatel WyiL JUgae and soleinnly *ishin gyurcemercy, and pence, frorn God
the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, we feel ourseh e.s called upon to
iiddress you on a subject which, we doubt not, you wvil1concur 'with us in
.regftrding as of the highiest importance, fur the maintenence and extension
of the Church, in which, ,,pin, the spiritual good of youurselve.- and your farni-
lies, as well as of the peole of this rapidly advitncing Province, is deepy
concernied. We refer to a matter closeiy conriected wvith the procuring- of an
adequate supply of duly qualified Ministers of the Gospel.

We are persuaded you are fully satisfied not o lýy that the Gospel Mjinistry
is a divinely sanctioned ordinance of our holy religion, but also, that ainistry
consideraly educated is, if not absolutely neýcesa.ry, gt least in the lie ighest
degree useful, and, practically speaking, in the presexut tin-es, almust ipdiig-
pensable. It has ever been an object with our Chnrch, and, indeed, with the
Church of Scotland since the Reforiation, and, e nay iadd, *with ail the sec-
tions ' of the Presbyterian body whieh ha% e sprung fromt ber, to seeure such a
ministry, and to guard carefully against in%~ estiQg w.ith the. sacre*d office, an*y
nian who had not nmade some attainments in literature a.nd philosophy.. as w!eIl
as in thcology; and experience has clearly pruved thAt sudi a course meets
with te approval and blessing of the goriosKn .dTedo u hrh
IDeplorable wvi1l it be, if we are ever forced Lu abandon a practice eo reasuiiable
in itself, and so beneficial in its resuits."

For some time after the introduction of our denomination into Canada, we
were inevitably dependent wholly on the parent Church, at hume, for a E.upjýly of
mnisters; and Nve trust a feeling of fervent gratitude ivill alv.y,- be clierishied
on our part for the generous eiforts and.sacrifiues made f4r our ")Phoo4'. It.is
obvious, however', that titis arrangement, necessarily attended with znau 'y in-
cinvenîences, could*never 1>e reasunably conteinplated as anytlin els than

temporry. Acordinly this Synod, a nuinher of years tige, instituted a


