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King Ethclbert, in the mortal
struggzle against the Pagans, then
raging arounci Reading and -ln

the rich valley throughi which the
Great Western Railwvay now rns.
and whiere a Saxon victory is coni-
nieniorate(l by the White H-orse,
which formis the subject of a littie
%v'orlz by Thornas Hughies, a truc
representative, if any there be, of
die liegemeii anid soldicrs of King,
Alfred. WThen Ethelbert wa3 show'-
ing, that in iihini at ail events Chiris-
tianity xvas not f rec f romn the ascetic
taint, by continuingy to hiear miass in
bis tent wlien thie moment had corne
for decided action, Alfred charged
ulp bill - ike a wild boar " against
the heathen, and beganl a battie
which, bis brother at last comning
,11. ended in a great victory.

The dcatbi of E thelbert, in the
midst of the crisis. placed the pzril-
ouscrown on AlfreTls hiea-l. Eth.1-
beri left infant sons, but the mnon-
arcbiv wvas elective. though one of
the fine of Cerdic wvas alwavs cho-
sen: and those were the (lays of the
real king, the ruler, jucige, and cap-
tain of the people. Jn pitched bat-
tics, eighit of wbich wcre foughit iii
rapici succession, the Eng,çlisli leld
thecir own. but tbevy were worn out,
and at Iength coul(l no longer he
lsroughit into the field. Wb1ethcr a
faint mionkishi tradition of tbe e.:-
trangement of thie neople 1w uni-
r-opular courses on the part of the
v.ounzý king- lia; an-.- s-ibstance of
truthi wc caniiot sav.

Uttcr c-lnoiin now setticci dowii
ulpon the Christian king and pecople.
Had Alfredi vielded to his inclina-
tions, bie w-otld have probablv have
iollowecl the example of bis bro-
thcer-in-law. ]3uhred of 'Mercia, and
soughit a congenial retreat amiiiist
the churches and libraries of Romc;
asceticisn -woulld hiave afforde-1 Iimi
a pretext for so doing;, but lie re-
mi.ained at the post of dnty-. AtheI-
nce', a littie island iii the niarshcs of
Somiersetsh ire-then miarshî es, now
drailncd and a fruitful plain-to

wvhich lie retireci with the few fol.
lowers left himi, bias been aptly comi-
pareci to the niouintains of Asturias,
whichi formied tbe hast asylurn of
Christianitv in Spain. A jewel
wvith the legenci iii Anglo-Saxon,
"Alfred caused me to be miade,"
,%Nas found near the spot, and is now
in the Universitv MIuseiiii at Ox-
fordi. A simnilar island in the
miarshes of Cambridgeshire formied
the hast rallying point of Eiglish
patriotism against the Norman Coni-
quest.

0f course, af*er the (Icliverance,
a halo of legencis gathered around

Athehncy. The legrends of thec kiing
disguiseh as a peasant in the cot-
tage of the herdsmnan, anci of the
king, disgui sed as a harper iii the
camp of flue Danie. are famiiliar to
childhood. Thiere is also a hcgcnd
of the mniraculous appearance of
tbe great Saxon Saint Cuthbert. The
king*, ini bis extrerne need hiad gone
to fisbi in a neigbb )uring str,-am.i b-it
liad caugrht nothing, an d wvas tryiîu gy
to comifort himisehf by rcading, the
Psalims, Nwhlen a poor mian came to
tlc cloor andi beggecl for a piece of
b)rcad. The kding gave him hiaif his
last loaf and the littie ivine Ieft iii
the pitcher. Thc. be-gar vanishied;
the loaf w-as unbroken, the pitchcr
brimnfuh of wvine -,and fisheriinen
came iii bring-ing a ricb hiaul of fish
fromi tbie river. In tlic nighlt St.
Cuthbert appearcd to the kingl iii
a dreami anci pronuîscd bini victory-.
WTe sec at lcast what notion the
gencrations nearest to imii lad of
the character of Alfred.

At hast the beart of the opprcsse1
people turncd to its king. and the
timie arrived for a war of liberation.
But on the morrow of victory
Alfred coînpromiised with the
Northimen. He despaired, it scemis,
of tlheir final expulsion, and tbonghit
it l)Ctter, if possible, to, make tbemi
Eng'iclishmiien anI Clhristianis. anI t-)
couvert tbemi into a barrier against
their forecgu anci heatheni bretbiren.
WTc sec iii tlis politie moderation at


