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SPURGEON, PAREERj AND JOHIN MONEILL.

~HILE in London, last iFebruary, on
M iy tour around the g'lobe, I liad

the opportunity of Iiearing these three
pulpit celebrities of world-wide fame.
There aro many etber distin 'guished
preachors ef the Gospel at the present dav
in thc great xiietropolis of the Brit.ish
Empire. Axnong them, in Our ewvn churclh
we point with a pardonable pride to Dr.
Donald Fraser, Dr. Munroe Gibson, and the
Rev. IR. M. Thornton, ail of whoni by a
remarkablo, ciunciclence once occupied
pulpits in the Commercial unetropolis of Our
Dominion. Theso and other nietropolitan
brothren have woen honourable distinction
as preachers of the everlastingr Gospel.
Ilowbcit they have not attained to the
ilhrc of whom, I now briefly wvrite.

I licard Spuirgeon preacli his first sermon
Mn his Tabernacle aftei' ton weeks' absence
in Mentono on account of indisposition.
His appearance, as hie rose up to address
the fivo' thousand eager listenors who
assembled to hoar himn that day was not
by any nicans prepossessing. And al
throughout the service hoe did not leave on
my mimd the impression of anything liko
rounaikable oratoiical ability. For coin-
mandung appoarance and the graces o?
oratory hoe would compare unfavourably
with Henry *Ward fleechor, or Dr. Storrs,
or our own. Dr. Ormisten, as J1 board theso
famous preachors whien they -%veie in the
zenith of thoir popularity. And yet I
must say, for simnple child-Iikc tfiith in
Ced, and reverenco for the Bible as t.he
revelation of lis wiil, for tho use of suchi
plain Anglo-Saxon speech as tho common
people hear gladly. for clear silvery toiles
of voice that fall liko iinelodious inusie on
the listenirig car, for capacity te bting ont
the mind of the Spirit frein the words of
the text, for pathos, for heatt power, I
nover heard the equal of Mi. Spurgen
Duringy bis ton veeok-s' absence in ïMentone
soveral monibers of Lis congrogation Liad
passod away froni eari-h te heavon, and
surviving friends expected him to say
something in regard te the departed eues
as woll as te the listening multitudes
hefore him. To ineet this two-fold re-

quiremont of the situation ho solectoci two,
texts as the groundwork o? bis srorni-,
Rev. vii. 13-17, and Isa. xlix. 10. Fromn
the first of theso passages hoe drew a
graphic pieture, of the lifo of the~ redeemed
in hea-ven. Frein the other le drowv an
equally graphie picture, of the heavenly
lite on earth. As hoe spokoç in simple,
earnest tones, niow of the lifo of Iho
redened in heaven, and now of the life
of ripiening believers on earth, I fancy that
nmany of bis hearors were ready te say of
themnselves andl of the proacher : Ilwhether
in tho body or eut of tîxe body wo cannet
tell, God knoweth."

T'o pass frein Spurgeon's Tabernacle te,
Dr. Parker's City Temple brings yen into,
an entirely difféent atmosphoer. Ulk
Spurgeon, Dr. Parker evidently enjoys
robust, vigoreus health, and unlike Lui
agrain ho speaks largely te ,ho naturai man,
and makes very small account of tiioso
deeper religious exporionces with, which
the Tabernacle preacher is se thoroughly
acquainted. It was at one of bis famous
Thursday-Noon services that I heard Dr.
Parker. Even at that sooîingly unfavuar-
able heur in busy bondon the spacieus
church was well filled with an audience
evidently of far more than ordinary intelli-
gence. Aunong tLese present, I saw quite,
a number of clergymen frein different parts
of tho wvor1d, whlo. like mysoîf, wanted te
hear this brilliant pulpit oratoy. Noue
wuho heard himi that day could, I think, ho
disappointed, uriless theywere disappointed
in Learing what seemied te ho the uttor-
ances of a ruddy-faced judge on the bench,
ratlier than tho miessag,,e which you expect
to hoar fromn a pale-faced preacher of tho
Gospel. Dr. Parker's text -%as Ps. cxv. 8,
and the sermon whichi ho preached from, it

~vasver sugestive, and stimulating. With
perfect self-control, and withi great cloarnosa
and vigeur, hoe deunonstrated by irresistible
logic that the characte, of the religion, trno
or false, will show itself in the life of thoso
who beliovo it. The creeds and catechisms
of the churches found very little sympathy
with this celobrated preacher that day. Rie
wvas particularly tseverî, and sarcastic on the,
Episcopal chureh, and dalso on the colebrated
John Henry Newman; -%vhe has since that
time gene te joini the great mnajority on the
othor side o? the shady valloy. As 1 listened

255


