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pot? Ooe family is benefited about as
much as another. The policemen pro-
tect all alike. The drains and—in a
gense—the jils, the streets and the sew-
ers, the gas lamnps, and the schools are for
all.  T'he poor citizen may be as influcn-
tial as the rich, he feels that he is inde-
pendent, he votes as often—perhaps oft-
ener, and all are equal before the law.
Why then should not all pay alike ?

Why? The proposal is so absurd that
it is not even a good juke. Some fami-
lies pay taxzes of one or two dollars a
year, others pay one or two thousand.
They pay according to their wealth, that
is, as far as their wealth cin be aseer-
tained, And in ascertazining this, govern-
ments are often unpleasantly inquisito-
rial, and the penalties of ¢vasion are for-
midable. A man with £1.000 2 year
pays ten times as much income tax as a
man with £100, aud he has to Jay bare
the sources of his ineome with serupulous
accuracy. The city, and the nation go
on the priuciple, thut where there is com-
munity of life and interest, rich and poor
should contribute to the ordinary reve-
aue, as God hath blessed them Sirunge
as it may seem, the world has thus adopt.
ed the christian prineciple.

OFf course the Church is not behind
the world. A church is built say with
an hundred pews, and 2 reveaue of $4,-
000 a year is required. How is the
amount ordinarily raised? By putting
a tax of $40 on every pew; calling that
pew-rent; and appointing a number of
the most responsible men to collect and
disburse the tuxes. Here you have
your Temporalities Board, or Y'rustees.
The poor widow pays as much as the
rich widow, or goes without a pew. The
mechanic pays as much as the merchaat,
the young eclerk as much as the retired
millionaire. If it be the result, as it
must in villages and cities where the po-
pulation is not inereasing, that pews gra-
dually become vacant, and the revenue
falls short, the Temporalities Board may
be driven to adopt temporarily an ap-
praach to the christian principle. More
commonly, however, they do nothing, or
Tun into debt, or appeal aimlessly to the

people, and thus murmurs originate that
the pastor is not what he once was, and
that a change would be desirable.

We are in the iron age. Society has
adopted the christian principle, and a
degraded Church does not seek to rise
above the worldly or selfish principle. Is
it wonderful that while Popery—with her
grand Cathedrals open to all—retains
some hold upon the masses, in England
and Germany, not one mechanic i te
ever enters a church. The Chureh
most of our cities is a Club too expew
sive for the poor. They must for ever
compete with purses an hundred times
longer than theirs, no matter how long
they have been faithful members of the
Church, no muatter what serviee they
may have readered her. And that, as
far as the Temporalities are coneerned,
is all that church mombership means.

ClURCOMAN.

Tne Best TIiuE.

A very dear and only daughter lay dying.
She had been a very thoughtful, praying
child, having professed religion at tuelve
years of age, and lived a devoted and useful
life. Now she was only waiting a few hours
t6 g0 home. ~ Severe pain at times almost
took away the power of thought. Between
these severe attacks of suffering she looked
back on her childhood’s experiences, and
forward into the Llessed future with equal
clearness and joy as she said, “ There’sa
delightful clearness now.” As I sat by her
bed, we talked as her stréhg(h wou!d?z?
mit. Among the many things never to be
forgotten, she ‘said :—* Father, you know I
professed religion when I was young, very
young—some thought too young—but oh,
how I wish I could tell everybody what a
comfort it is to me now to think of it}’
Reaching out her hand—fingers alread
cold—and grasping mine, she said wit
great earpestness: “ Father, you are at
worle for the young. Do all you can for
them while they are young. It is Zhe best
time—the best time. Oh,gl see it now as I
never did before! It is the best time-—while
they are young,~—the younger the better.
Do all you can for them—whilethey arevery
young.”?



