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awaiting the time when [ could converse with}lt appears that formerly the coast was more a-

the men, I made the ucquuintance of a lmlcl
friend, who, without saying a word, procured
for :ne some moments of innocent recreation.—
1 had tamed a pulm-tree rat, which willingly
kept te company : thus vretty lintle animal is a
species of squiriel, muck smaller than the squir-
rel of Europe; it is grey, with large black and
white streaks upon the back; its principal ar-
unament is a long, partyncoloured tail, which it
takes care 1o raige at every instant, to keep it
clean; its litle eyes are of an incomparable
Joveliness: continualiy on the werch, it flies a1
the lenstnoise. The one of which 1 speak fols
lowed me evervwhere, came upen wy person,
entered my peckets, and complained in a cry,
very like the singing of a bird, when 1 drove it
away. Alas! itdid not advance to old age;
when it found no longer the description of food
it required, it died of hunger.

¢ arrived at Tuzuctrin towards the end of
May. 1wassem, afier some days’ rejose, to
the Pear] Coast, there 10 nxercise the boly min-
istry. 1 had at firsta very advantageous idea
of this celebrated coast, which proaduces peari
and coral, and which { fizured 1o myself alinost
as a terrestial parmdise.  How the most vaunted
things suffer on being closely xeen! It would
he.difficuit to find ~ more melanchoely desert,
and one of a more monoionrous asp «ct, than this
arid sgom The villages of the Paravers, who
are pexrl-fishers every ten years, and fishermen
drilv are composed of some wretched eabing,
dbuily, or thrown here and there, witheut order
und without syinmerry, in the midst of tnoving
sands. These sands, drivex by n perpetual wind,
vise in such thick clouds, that the robhers ofien ;
¥ake advantage of thum to plunder the passen-
arerg, withowt being seen; they pencirnie every-
where, roll like waves around the houses that
shey Lury in their course, and change in a few
years the fuce of nn entiie Jocadity ; every day
dhe domain of cultivation dinrinishes, and vege-
2aton flies hefort ek cantinally rising tide.—
dnallthe places where i kave been, 1 have heand
eny guides say, ‘There, under these sterile
«dawns, vast and delightfal gardens lie buried.” -

greeable, and also moce peopled ; it we are to
believe: the traditions of the country, it contains
scarcely 2 quarter of its ancient inhabitants.

“'Three handsome churches are still to be
scen ; one at Vaimbar, another st Tutucurin,
and the third at ¥ xrp'mdﬁp'm'.un, and, by the
way, I must remark. that the niaps very inaccus
rately make of the latter plice two villuges—
Thesc churches, whick we dre assured,
built by a caprain, on account of a vow, if he
ahould eseape from atempesi, are of & size quite
disproportioned to the small numbher of the pre-
sent Paravers. I asked what was become or
the auncient Christians: 1 was answered, that
denth had extinguished several families; that
the others had !u*cn obliged by a scarcity 1o seck
their fortune e]:cuhcre, on all hands it was a«,
greed that formerly there was in the country a
vast deal more wealth than at the present day.

% The first religious act that ] performed upon
this coast was ot an interment. 1 had not as
vet been witness to this ceremony in Indin, and
I was greaily astonished at secing praciises so
different from ours. 1 was condurted to the
house of the deseased, a woman who liad died
in giving birth to her fisi child.  She was laid
on a state bed, around which all thie family was
asseibled. 1 was aliowed to conclude the
prayers very quictly ; bui I hiad no svoner finish-
ed than the reiatives flung themselves upon the
hody, with cries and frightful howlings. 1
knew not what they were going to do: it was
to embrace it, but with such strong ninrks of
affection, that the decensed never hefore in ail
vrobability received the like.  Same of her re-
latives repeated to her the most endearing o -
pressions, and the most sitited to induce her o
remain amongst them ; the others reproached
ber with lier hardsiess in leaving them so soon
all spoke to her at once, and in xuth a manner,
tiiat had the poor woman heen alive, she wouid
not have kuown to which to reply.

“ When the moment arrived for camying a-
way the corpse, the scene became sl more am-
mated : the relatives would not let it go, anst it
was not without difficeliy that it was rescue
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