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As far back as 1868, Mr. Wiylie, the
agent of the British and Foreign Bible
Society, and myself, coipleted a Mission-
avy tour of three thousand miles, in the
provinces of Hupeh, Sichurn, and Shensi.
.+ . No Missionary had ever visitedthat
region before, and yet we poeached the
Gospel, and distributed Bists m wimost
every town and village on oar way, with
perfect rafoty.

Other Missionaries of all societies have
been travelling over the vast empive dur-
ing the last twenty years, and have found
the country both legally and practically
open. With a good knowledye of the
language, und a fair share of common
sense, a nan can go ahnost anywhere in
Ching, and preach in the open air with
greater impunity than in any other coun-
try in the world. And I would add that
the adoption of native dress is in no way
conducive to either efficiency or-safety.
I haveneveradoptedat, and for the simple
reason that I looked upon it as rather a
hindrance than g help. It is quite right
that each should please himself in the
matter, but it isa great mistake to attach
the least value or importance to it.

Such is the great change that has come
over China during the last forty years.
It is impossible to have any idea of its
magmtude without wonder and graitsude.

There is 2 great future before China.
That vast empire is no louger selt-cou-
tained, or sclf-sufficing. Never morecan
it stand like a great world in itself sepa-
rate from the rest of the globe. We can-
not unravel the future, but we knowthat
China can never return toits former stato
of isolation and seclusion.

There are mighty forces at work which-

ave impelling China forwards, and to
which she must lg{ield, whether she will
or no. The world is advancing, and China
must advance {o0. k
I will not write of their advance in
military matters—of the eagerness with
which they have been building gun-boats,
este Wlishing arsenals, and powder factor-
es, purchasing gunsg, z‘cl:rpedoes, ammuni-
tion, and such t mﬁs L
I would rather call attention to their
progress in other, dirgctions,—to the
schools established by. government for in-
stritctioninforeign languages and sciences,
the establishment,of a central college at
Pekin, with a staff of foreign professors
abits head; the translation.of foreign
standard works on a great variety of sub-
jects; the educational” missions to, the
United States ; the appointment of %;x'
tions and:copsuls-to foreign countries; the
Tormation of: stee.mshlgﬂcompa;ﬁes. which
re competing successtully with.our ovwa;

<
tho opening of coal and_iron mines with
foreign machinery ; and the contemplat.
ed construction of lines of railways and
telegraphs,

Thus China is moving cn—not willing-

-1y, I confess—nevertheless, moving on.

Bre loug she will catch the spirit of the
azv, and ostonish the world with the
rapidivy ot ber, onward march.

The resources of the country are simply
inexhaustible, and the Chinese are capable
of tho highest development,.

I qun looking forward with the utmost
confidence to & time when that great, but
slumbering nation will arise, and shake
itgelf from the dust, and when that won-
Jderful land will rejoice aud blossom as
fhe rose.

Christ, I verily believe, is taking pos-
session-of China. He is there conquering
and to conquer.

The work of evangelizing that great
empiye is as hard as 16 _is glovious, ~ Be-
fore the work is accomplished, the chwreh-
es must gve more of thiuir gold and
silver ; men «of ability and perscnal  in-
fluence must go forth in greater nummbers
than they have hitherto done.

It is 2 dreadful mistake tosuppose that
any sort of man will do for a Missionery,
aud to regard it as a pity and misfortune
when a.man of real worth leaves home
and devotes himself to forcign work.

There is.not a Missionary m the field,
however gifted, who does:-not feel that he
would be much more efficient as a Mission-
ary, if he were more highly endowed as.a
man and a Christian,

The need of China at this moment is a
MIGHTY BAND OF MIGOTY PREACHERS.—
Tllus, Afiss. News.

@he i Inhand Hiission,

Held its 15¢h anniversary in Exeter
Hall, London, during the ‘‘May meet-
ings ”” now so well known, .

In conpection with the annnal report'a

“statement of the origin and work of ‘this

mission is given, which we take from/th®
July No. of “Chipa.’s Millions.” The
story is thus told: there :—

‘“ About fwenty years ago a mis-
sionary, . Droken  down..In  health
after several years of labour in China,
returned home, for ueeded ‘rest and
change. . The spiritual destitution-of the
veople of China, wag. & hurden’ on his
heart,” and while.on his way home, his
prayer.was, that his return to England



