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royalty lias been abolisied, so that nothing iai been
elianiged except the nature of the imposition. It is
quite true there lias becn at inîcrease in the tax on
coke and one of the stron'gest reaisons for this, as
explainled by the inixtister of finance, is tiat the indLus-
try lias not beeni carrying its proper proportion of
the nali taxation, and it is his aimt to itilize the
increased revenue fron this source for redieing the
personal property tax now paid by the individual.
1 thlink muost people will agree tiat his objecti is most
praiseworthy and worthy of support, and particularly
sinice it works no very greant liardship oit anyone. 'he
chief taxpayer in this respect will be the Crow's Nest
Pass Coal Company, and based on last year's produc-
tion of coke, the total increase amounts to about $11,-
000. A glanec at the company's annual report jiist
publislhed vill convince any disinterested persoit flhat
the effect of this taxation will iardly be felt. lirow-
ever, the finance minister lias declared that for the
future his policy will be along the line of general
reduction of taxation so far as the saie is consistent
with the nteeds of the country."

We acknowldge witi thanks the cou rtesýy of ir.
Frederic Keffer, of Greenwood, Bouniidary District
(w'ho presided at the recent annual meeting of the
Caniadia flininig Istitute, lhld at Ottawa, Ontario,
util the election of his successor as president vab

formîally announced), in sending us a copy of the first
Quarlerly Bulletin, of lthe CanadianMining Inslilute
and several of the printed papers that were also dis-
tributed at that miîeetinîg. We welcone the Billic n,
througi which nediitun we hope to keep better in-
forned coicerning the doings and progress of the
inistitute titan lias been practicable in flic past. Te
Bulletin is edited by the secretary of the instittte,
ir. 1-. Mortimer Lamb, and we regard its publica-

tion as a progressive step, and one the coiicil is to be
commxneled for authorizing and the secretary -for
undertaking. Doubtless it was an oversiglt, but it
is to be regretted thuat no mention was made in tiis
officiali publication of the Western Branci of the
Instittte, which was organized at Nelson, Britisi
Columbia, on J.anuary 15, last. It may be that the
13ullelin, thougi dated Febriary, was really printed
before receipt by its editor of the report of the pro-
ceedings at the Nelson meeting; this notwithstanding
we think thiat the proposal to forn such branci should
have been ntiioned, seeing that the nominations for
officers and coticil of the brani vere made vith the
approval of, if not actually by, the council of the
institute. This omission is the more noticeable un-
der the circuimstances that there was printed in the
Bulletin a paper which was siownî as having been
prepared for the "Nelson, B.C., Meeting, January,
1908." We repent that we tlink ite omtission of
reference to the Western Brancl vas unintentional,
and we confidently expect to flnd the proceedings oi
this important branch given due prominence in fit-
titre. Wc suggest tiat in all future numbers of the
Bulletin there be printed the anames of the officers and

iemltbers of cotieil of tho iistitute, as is regilarly
donc in the Bi-Monthly Billetin of the American
Instilule of Mlining LJginnees, so tlat umîeiîber. mlay
always have at hand sucl list slouîld it be required,
as is sometites the case. We wish the Bulletin a long
and uiseful life, and woild bespeak for it the iearty
interest and co-operation of all mteibers of the
inîstitute.

Te "Preliiainry Report on the Mineral Pro-
duction of Canada in 1907," printted on pages 109-
114 of this issue of the mxo RECOnn, shows tiat
ais coimpared with the production of 1906 there was
in 1907 a net increase in total value of $7,12o,169.
'The comparisons made in the report are interesting
and indicate the respective intereases or decreases
made by the various minerals. It is a little uniîfor-
tutate tliat in one paraigrapl an injustice is done
the Yukon. Attenîtion is called to this iot in a
carping spirit, but witi the object of pointing ont
that coiparatively smnall as wvas the shiowing ithe
Yukon imade in 1907, it vas not quite so sitaill as the
paragraplh referred to makes it appear, no doubt un-
intentionally. Inder the suîb-lead "Gold" the state-
ment is iaide thtat "iess thantît hialf as inuci gold vas
obtained fron the Yutkoni in 1907 as in 1906." It is
quite evident that a mistake lias been iade elire, for
on one page of the report the Yukon is credited with
a production in 1907 of $3,150,000, wlile on another
the decrease as conpared witi 1900 is stated at $2,-
450,000. The vahne of the production in 1906 was
thius placed at about $5,600,000, lialf of whici would
be $2,800,000; it is, therefore, a manifest error to
represent the 1907 production as being in value "less
than lialf of that of 1906, when it is estimated as
having been $350,000 more tian one-half. Apart
front this and two errors in the "Annuial Production"
table, the report appears to have been carefully pre-
pared and, liaving been ptiblisied carly in March, the
important information it gives was made available
while still recenît enlougi to be of itmuci valie. It is
gratifying to note thlat in aci of tlire metals Britislh
Columbia's production wvas of greater value than that
of all the rest of the Dominion combinted. Tiese,
witi their approximate value, were: Gold, $4,842,-
000 ($3,422,765); copper, $8,338,000 ($3,140,-
644) ; lead, $2,283,000 ($249,836). The figures in
brackets show the production of all otier parts of the
Dominion. Of the total value of the production of
mietalliferous minerals-$42,434,000-Britisli Co-
liumbia's share is about $17,200,000. Other parts of
the Dominion prodctced silver valued at about $6,-
600,000, as compared vith $1,728,000 for British
Columbia; iron, $2,028,000; nickel, $9,535,000,
and iiscellaneous metallic minerals, $265,000. Brit-
isi Columbia did not produce any iron or nickel, and
only about $50,000 in miscellaneous minerals. Of a
Dominion total for coal and coke of $24,560,000,
British Cohxnnhia's proportion vas about $7,638,000.
Oit the whole this Province produced largely as
compared witl the remainder of the Dominion.


