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down 1 to 2¢, and bought root at the
lower figures, showing that sellers
were also quite ready to belleve that
the market was too high to hold. Last
week the market regained all that it
lost the previous week and 2 to i
more, making the quotation here 45 10
4Gc for best root. To-day we have to
note the astonishing price of 5
£0od root delivered at Minn
and practically the same price is nam-
ed here. Seneca Is to-day quoted at
@5c for baled In New ¥ork. The mere
mention of such figures for seneca root
Is enough to convince any one that the
market must be in a rost unusual con-
dition, and diggers should redouble
their efforts in order to reay that ad-
vantage of the high prices. Country
Storekeepers  should  encourage their
customers to dig all the root they can
during the balance of this feason.
While it is hardly to be expected that
the present high prices would continue
long under the pressure of a large
Increase in recelpts, the figure named
will undoubtedly be pald for a consid-
erable quantity, and a good price is
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KEEPING TRADE AT HOME.

A bad case could be made out
aguinst a number of Winnipeg retall
merchants with respect to dealing with
translent traders as a result of a re-
cent visit of a representative of a Tor-
onto tailoring concern. We are ac-
customed to hearing the retall mer-
chant deliver himself in the most for-
cible terms against the practice, which
we regret to say is still quite common
with western consumers both In the
city and country, of ordering goods
from castern mall order houses. We
will not be inclined to extend so much
sympathy to the retall man after this,
since it has just been demonstrated
in Winnipeg that he can, when oppor-
tunity offers, become quite as flagrant
@ sianer in this respect as any of his
customers. A traveller for an eastern
tulloring concern has just finlshed a
canvass of Winnipeg in the course of
which he must have booked several
thousand dollars worth of orders,
many of them from well known retall
merchants.  Some of these ordered
two and three suits of clothes besides
fall and winter overcoats. Thelr ex-
cuse is that the goods are cheap. They
will probably prove to be cheap In all
senses  of the term and like every
other kind of merchandise bargaln,
worth not a cent more than the buyer
pays for them. We have an array
of tafloring talent in this city which
Is not behind anything in Canada for
abllity to fit and quality of workman-
$hip, and, moreover, they supply a
class of cloth and trimmings which
I8 superior in every way to that sup-
plied by the average eastern tailor.
These local tallors are fellow citizens,
they spend their money and pay their
taxes here and so do the employees
who work for them. It therefore il
becomes the business men of this city,
and least of all, the retall merchants
to be found among those who patron-
ize the pedlars who periodically make
@ tour of this country in the interests
of eastern talloring concerns,

A PHENOMENAL SENECA MAR-
KET.

The market for seneca root has cer-
tainly developed astonishing strength
this season. Prices have been higher
throughout the entire season than has
ever been the case before, and dealers
have been nervous over values for
some time back. Two weeks ago it look-
©d as if the top notch had been reached,
and some In the trade put their prices

assured for the balance of the Cana-
dian crop, of how much it
may amount to. A little friendly ad-
Vice from country storckeepers 1o

those whom they know can produce
OOt If they like may put quite a nice
little sum of found money into their
pockets before the end of the present
season.

Back From South Africa,

Jus. H. Dickie, who has been widely
known among the commercial men of
the west for a number of years, return-
ed a short thme ago from a trip to
South Africa, where he visited his
brother in East London, Cape Colony.
Mr. Dickle expresses himself as glad
to get back to Canada although he
enjoyed his trip very much. He thinks
there Is not much room for compari-
son between Canada and South Africa
in respect to natural resources or
climatic advantages as Canada has
decidedly the best of it. Its agri-
cultural — and  grazing  resources
are vastly superior to anything he saw
In Cape Colony, although the grazing
I8 good In some parts of the Trans-
vaal. The wheat raised in South Af-
rica is of poor quality and the milling
facilitien of the crudest kind. Mining
appears to be the most profitable in-
dustry and will probably In time sup-
port a considerable population and
yleld large returns.
tire country is under martial law of
the strictest kind and it is Impossible
to even land from a vessel without a
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the east, and has already had a very
injurious effect, say:

“After nearly a month's visit in the
Klondike, during which time I have
interviewed many of the important
merc s, ard a large number of the
leading miners, 1 have been greatly
impressed by the territory. Undoubt-
edly the country has a promising fu-
ture vet ahead of it, good for many
years to come. As to Mr. Hees' let-
ter to Industrial Canada, I wish only
to say that It appears to have had
& more widely depressing effect than
Mr. Hees perhaps intended. Just to-
day, for example, prompted by the
report, two telegrams were handed
me, querying the financial strength of
certaln local firms, and intimating
that the banks outside were inclined
to piess for speedy payments. A
letter was also shown me from a
large shipper, stating that Mr. Hees'
letter had made the writer nervou
about making further shipments to
Dawson.

“It will be very regrettable if the
normal course of trade or credit Is In
any way broken. The Yukon is all
right, and Canadian manufacturers
and shippers should not let it out
of thelr grasp. United States sellers
will only be too ready to take ad-
vantage of the situation. This fall
prices promise to be firmer and higher
than for some time, and the large
stocks laid in have every promise of
being readily saleable.

“The past season has been fairly
dull, but the quiet 1s only a nhtural
Sequence to one of the most astonish-
ing discoveries of gold that has.ever

een known, and the remarkable
activity which followed. I may repeat
that I have been greatly impressed
by the confidence of the miners and
merchants in the future of this new
territory."

Your correspondent must say in ad-
dition that Mr. Hees' statements in
the east have produced a profound
sensation here. Mr. Hees was only
here for a few days, and saw very
little of anybody. He never even
saw the mayor of the city or mer-
chants, who could have given him
valuable information. The story
about idle men is very misleading.
There are always hundreds of men
in town who are apparently idle, but
closer questioning would have shown
that they were mot loafers, but were
In the city either to record claims,
make renewals, getting outfits or
other business. Reports he gave for
publication have already had a bad
effect on Canadian trade, which Seat-
tle and San Francisco firms are ready
lo take quick advantage of. They
are already doing so.

British Columbia Fruit Growers.

J. C. Metealf  president of the Brit-
ish Columbia Fruit Growers' oc,
tlon, furnishes the following interest-

ing detalls of the working of the asso-
clation:

“In the first place,” sald Mr, Met-
calf, “the was  formed

passport, to say nothing of p ng
into the country, Cape Colony Is seeth-
ing with Boer sympathizers and no
man 18 free to move about the coun-

try. Brven  the most widely
known of the loyal = subjects
are obliged to comply with

they are allowed to travel. The negro
Question was becoming acute while
Mr. Dickie was in Cape Coloay and lis
become more so since. He expects that
the authorities will find the manage-
ment of the natives one of their most
dificult tasks. There are plenty of
openings for trade between Canada and
Bouth Afriea, especlally in foodstuffs,
which are very dear there. The cost
of most 00ds to the consumer Is about
three times what it is here.

extent, and are very dear. One of
the most serious hindrances to agri-
cultural operations s the locusts
which when they appear in a district

They become so thick at
time as to cover the ground to a depth
of several inches.

Yukon Prospects.

Dawson, Y.T., Aug. 28—Dr. Mor-
ley Wickett, speclal commissioner of
the Manufacturers' assoclation of
Canada, In an interview regarding his
views on the future of the Yukon,
and his opinion of Mr. Hees' letter,
which has been widely circulated In

purely for educational work, and meet-
ings wure held at which methods of
fruit culture, variety, modes of pack-
Ing and kindred matters were disq
ed. 1 might say that
ship In this association has alwa

n for the nominal fee of §1 per year,
and the expenses of meetings, lectures,
etc, have been covered by a grant®
from the provinclal government, plac-

finding during
the past two years that Interest rath-
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the Pacific province and indirectly to
the whole Dominlon. We feel that
the Northwest Territorles and Mani-
toba are our natural markets and we
shall do all in our power to cultivate
them.”

Improved Mining Conditions.
Toronto, Aug. 28.—Mr. T. G. Black-

stock, of Centre Star and War Eagle,
made an important statement  to-
night as to the future of the proper-
ties.  New contracts for smelting have
been reduced from $6 to $5 a ton on
ores contaluing values to the amount
of $0.00, while on ores uncer this
grade the charges have been reduced

from §6 to $4. The mines are to de-
liver 12000 tons a month of high
grade, and from 6,000 to 12,000 of
low grade.

“But the most important feature of
the devalopment,” ‘sald Mr. Hlack-
stock, “Is that the Gooderham syndi-
cate belleves the problem of treating
low-grade British Columbia ores of
gold-copper has been solved.” Mr.
Dlackstock says there are ways of
treating the low-grade ores by some
process other than smelting. “As a
result of our experiments,” he sald,
“we have secured a mill at Silica on
Sheep Creek, a few miles from Ross-
land, which we have reconstructed
and enlarged to a capacity of aboul
100 tons a day. It is not intended to
use this mill for anything except
experimental purposes as a guide to
us In erecting a larger mill of the
capacity of 0 tons or more a day,
which nill we propose to erect nexi
spring.

“I think that I can safely say that
$5 ore may be milled at a profit. For
reasons well known to mining men,
high-grade ores can generally be more
cheaply treated by smelting. I am
satisfled that in a few years we shall
be able to treat $4 ore at a profit.”

United States Grain Crop.

The New York Herald made a care-
ful estimate of the grain crop in the
Western states, with the following re-
sult

“If the gencral prosperity be in pro-
portion to the wealth gathered from
the fields, next year will be
contentment and comfort for all

clusses.  Millions more In mortgages
will be lifted from the West, and
thousands of farmers will face the

year 1003 with a clean financial slate.
From a compllation of .the various
figures of crop economists, one is en-
abled to say that the profits for the
furmer this year will be $2,000,000,000
or more, most of which has been real-
1zed upon corn and wheat. The cal-
culation is based on the average of
estimates of varlous statisticlans.
This average gives approximately the
following results for the year: Wheat,
GA3.500,000 bushels; corn, 2,589,951
000 bushels; barley, 120,800,850 bush-
X bushels, and oats,

721 bushels. Mr. B. W.
one of the best known crop exper
in the country, says that the total for
the wheat crop will 7 000
The same duthority says that
ar's corn harvest will be 2,-
500,000,000 bushels, or nearly double
that of a year ago.

A new line of school scribblers has
Just been put upon the market here
by Clark Bros, wholesale stationers,
which should become very popular
with the school population,
of local ave hand-

er flagged along the purely
line and we have been trying to help
the fruit growers In other ways. For
Instance, we have succeeded in furn-
ishing them with packages at a cheaper
rate, the assoclation purchasing them
in very large quantities and then sell-
Ing them again to both large and
small growers at a uniform rate, which
is about 5 per cent. less than the
usual wholesale price to small growers.
‘This attempt has been very much ap-
preciated.

Another matter undertaken, which
may be sald to be both educational
and commercial I8 the securing and
sending through the jrovince of an
expert fruit packer, who glves both
theoretical and practical demonstra-
tions of the way to pack fruit for ex-
port shipment and the sorting and
welghing of the same. This instruc-
tion has been of immense value -
ready and will be increasingly so.

There can be no doubt that the Fruit
Growers' Association, alded by the
government grant, has been of incal-
culabls benefit to the frult growers of

a
somely lithographed covers, the work
of Bulman Bros. The paper is of su-
perior quality. There are four kinds
of scribbler in the line to be known
by the names of, “Triumph,” “Knight-
Templar, " “Chailenge” and *Pleasant
Pastime.

The New York Fur Trade Review
is among the eastern papers which
have allowed themselves to be taken
in by the fake Interview in a Winni-
peg paper with a visitor from the
north in the course of which it was
declared that Prof. Andree and his
companions had been killed by Can-
adian Esquimaux. The gentleman
who was supposed to have furnished
that information emphatically denied
having done mo and we understand
that the reporter who wrote the
matter was discharged for his dis-
honesty. e effect of his stupldity
is now being seen in the wideni
circle of publicity which that alleged
interview is obtaining without subse-
quent contradiction.
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