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A NEW~ YEAR'S PflAYEL~

(lNariaîî whîite lu ('atlolit' ll*di,l'.)
BtuiEliti Bli<>w.%K.v 'vas a proud man as lio gazed tliînt first

nloriiiiig uf tlîu Near ain a scelle as lovely lis aly Litat a NeW
Ycar 13iv c*ver shono lipoi. Ilis youiig %vifo, in lier îlainty

IliOrtîiig gowîî, %vas beiudiiîg ovor tîmu eradlo of lier baby boy;
tiue cliild, who liad just awakened, wns extending oite 'Pret:y
dIiiiileid 11,111 towards its iother's face.

Iliat faice aloile was a Stud1v. rfite iîely*wle ton.
dcrness, Lit( soft iltisli of iinaîcrtial Pride, lent a beaty
alnmost lioly to tie delicate aîîd youthifill featies. R(obert
stood luokig ait the Ilicture for soute minutes fl silece.
Th.Žn, ais tho pretty niother picked ail the lauglnîg boy anl
turid towards iîn, lie exclaiiined: 1 voifler if aity fcellow
ever liad before as gentiiîiely liappy a New Year ais this. 1
cuit Wîeil aibîrd to wjsli every in, ;voîna, and clîild to-da"Y. a llappy Nuw Year ' witlioti the sinallest grudge iii ic
wvorld.

IAlla youi, toc, ire happy. 1,illiam. Isii't it so ho said,
scelkiiîg lier binte e.yes for conifirmation of lier perfect con-
tCiltiiient. But Lilliani was beîmding over lier boy and did
IlDt look lt, Uîoligli site Said, wiîlî a littie laughl I 1 hnow
1 ouglit Lo bc happy, Robert, if 1 v.-ero as good as you lire, or
baby. Whoi ever liiid sticl a darliiug boy, or sitli a good
lusbad 2IlC

Ai Il" saidl Robert, lau-hing in the abundauce of lus
good litiiiîor, -1 1 aui afraid illy wifu ks becoiiîg very
artful.'

Tbcîî, as site bitn3liedl a little, lie latighed again, and said
No, Lilliai, tliat is tic last accuisationî 1 would wanît to

makeh againsti.ny wife, und the inost innierited. Do you
kîîow~," le coîitiîiid, walking towards the wiîdow and look-
iiîg ont, I soiiietiies tlîiik it is very strauîge tîmat I shotild
bc so oxcptiotially fortîiiiante in everytltittg. 1 uni a erank
on the stiîLet of siucerity. If I fiiîd aîiy oite gtulty of tic
siîalkesî deceit 1 waiit tu enld îiy acquaiiîtaice with Iiii
tlîeî Uiid tliere. Now suppose I liad iîarried a tricky

1o'ai iilit have donc1 it. 'Mcii li love are bliiîd, you
kiion', and 1I îighîît have hîad iy eyes opeuled too lute. GoodI
lieuLveiis ! low 1 slioîld ]lave liated the deceittul creatuire II
cau't imnaginîe a more uxiserable fato tlian 10 despi"o thîe
%voulait citc ]litis mîarried.- And ]lis tistmîlly gemlaîl face was
drawîi iiito al iost witlieriîig scowl.

Wlîicli reîiids niie." lie Said, as bis tentures rela\eI alla
lie siniled at his iiaîgiiiary diffitulties, Il Iliat iny wife is a
Strictly trutlîfîl creatutre as wl.

Il es, to Uie servanit vhîo aiîuiotiînced 'i g-eitleInaîî iî thie
library 1 will sec Iiii ilu a îmomnt. Ei ? lie is iii a
liuirry ? el- Anîd after kissiiig blis wvife aîîd baby lie
k-ft Uio rooiiî. .Jist tlieî nîurse caine iii lo tako the baby, and,
Lillian wmis loft alune.

0 Lay God !"site eried, sinking on lier litîees and covér-
ing heûr face witli lier Imiuds, 1hîow Sîmîul 1 ever tell liîîî iiow ~
1 couîla îot beur itl

11wit Ne-w Year lîad cone to Lilliaîî as it contes tu lis aIl, a
qtopjiiig-pIItice for relloction, a lialt ou thec road, a fresli
sîtr1îitig-lioitit. Ait ltier days wvhirl river us alla bear ns on
uncoiisciotisly ; luit New Year's diiy plls lis tip suddeiily. as
it wt're. unîd cuopels lis, wilig or uiawlliîig. to coiisider lîow
fur we have goime anmd whlimr wie ogiîîg.

A few yeurs previotis to titis tiune Liliiumi Nelsoun liad beeii
a briglit, happy girl. ihnîglî ail orplmail, alla so inipover-
iîlied ait lier parenits' deatli that site ]lad beii obligea 10 earii
lier daily bread as a teleplioie operator, lier clicerfitluess,
fiaimkiiess, aîd caiidor iiaide lier a uniivcrsal favorite. Lilliatî's
îuother lied bteiî at Iish Cathiolic, be-r fathler a couvert. lii
spihe of tle los, of both îareîîts ait ait early age, and tiiouigli
sîîrroiliided l% P>rotestanits. silo coniitiend liin ini tic prac-
lice of lier riligioiî. Suddenly Uie girl's fortuine clîanged.
Site wvas inîvitei tri vîii lier fattlter's skiser, 'Mrs. Carltoni, a
ricli and inllîiieiîtial lady, alld upoiî thiat perroiligo tahing a
fîincy ta lier. suje ias practically adopted, anul becaxo the
dauglîter of the bouse, 'Tli girl Souln becaîîîs warinly ait-
titelied to lier aunt, aîîd the latter exerted ait astoniishing lu-
Iltience over lie- ieice. Unfortunat2ly, Lliat poiver was sooîî
u2ed to break dowiî Uic girl's piety aîîd failli. Lilliaits iras
essibiall> IL clixigiug nauture. Site would ]lave miado the

typical o1l-tiîîîo hoeroiîîo-geîîtlc, colihidiuig, unîd bîjsj'
bat jîrcity aiid lovablo ais auîcli a lînturo 111). appelir iii
roinea, stnd ofteii iii roality, it llclis Uic: einent of
streiigtli, wlîicli is as ilcoSsilry aL part of al porféct woiiis
cliaracter as a ceitiiiiî elastic liriiiiie8s is ait esseiltial (lulkty
of ail planits that grow. It is fair to Ray, liowvever,u tîat
Liii iai iul lin1(1hve resîstei l i y Openî oppo.sitîii tu lier ici .

giail. Mirs. i,'Urltoln Ilever Oppose(] lier opeil
.. Ili 1 gui îîg t(, clicli s0 early tli i8 iiiiiiiig,) ? ' il latter

wvould say ais LIÂlumnl preptired for Mass. I ieally lioped vou
wvotild breakfaist %yit,àl'l ;îî 1 Witcuto Lhaive IL littie chaiti
or, I doit't feol well, and 1 81Loîîld Iil<c tu have yotî stay
%vith iu t lus iinGrii iîîg."

At fiuat Lillian alwayzi lkad aL polit bmît firnu imlswer ready
for sîîcl ait excuse, but graually Slix begam tu groiv lux ailà
to yield point after piointî. Agii, Mrs. C-arltoii %vouhd renîarc
quiietly, ils lier iiiece wits iOiiig tu iîîale a cauh or îîrepariiig
for a receptioli:

-it is îlot ncceséiary, ily dear, to tell iiîv oilu wliat cîmuirchi
you go to. So.iid-So iuud So-aiid-So are P>rotestantîs ; îad
it is no otiî's buidiiiess but >-oars wliat sect yuîî beîoiig tu."

1 1 iii not 1-slial!ed ut iny religionî, Aîiiî Cuîrolikii.'' l-
liant once 8aid prummdfly ; but imrpercuptibly tli imipressioni
hook rout ini lier iîd tîat lier roligioti wîis a suitject 10 lic
kopt ii Ulic baclc-grounid.

Mi'len Robent I3rowiily apîîearcd nîbouu the sceme as a
suitor for thie youîîîg girl'ci liaîîd Mrs. Carltoni, w"'h oilîsidcred
hIin, aL îîost chigiblo parti, cauhioiîed Lilliaîî ure )lailîly anîd
decidcdly than sitchua ever done uctore to say tiothing about
lier rcligioîî. For a miomîenît thec spanli o! faith still gliuii-
ileriig iii Uic girl's breîîst fiaslîed ii lier oves:

INo, siint, 1 )lave l<opt silence 100 lunchel alrea(ly abolit
miy religion, auid if Roubert lirownly asks i to bu bis wite 1
will certainly tellh li thmat I ani IL Catliolie. lie wihl ]lav-e
ho colisider wlicUier Iliat is a seious objectmin beforo hoe gues
aîîy ftirtUiîr."

Il ou silly, little goose," said Mrs. Ciirltoii. Il Ali LImai is
very tille, but it is nonîsenise. No oime urges yoîi to tell a lie.
Yoil biave silImîly 10 Say îioUliiiîg ou1 tic suibjeet. Nobody
iiagies dit mîiy iiecu is a Catliolie, so thiere Witt L no,
questions askcd. %V'lien you are imrried, tîo doubt, yoîî eaui
tell lîimii al, alla lue will Lie perfectly satisficd. I iiiidersmîîîd
mcei better tlin you do. litthe girl," silo coîîhiniîîd caressiuig-
ly, Il anmd I kîîow tlîat a trifle cauit cruslm al lovec affair iii i
beginniing. It wvoulil bc sicm a pity, for Rlobert Browiily, is
a sjîlcndiul fellow asîîdjuîst suitedl for you, 1 tliiik. Besides, I
ain sure Unîat yoiî loive lmiîî already.''

'flic girl couîla îot deîîy bliat sime lovecl hua. Ych, ai-
tlioiîîýlî NMrq. Carhtoiî îîrged thiat thc Broiys ha aiways
beeîi tie strictest P>rotestants and ]lad noyver been kîîowii to
îlîarry Cuitholies, Lilliaîî did îlot promise to keep silenmco. it
ivas only Milenî lier jealousy aîîd pique wore aroused Iliat silo
vieldcd to the tcliPîatioii aîîd tried to make liersel! lielieve
tîmat silo îvoîld umake it riglt-iiieriviris.

So tie Catmolic girl iras mîarried by a Protestanît imîiuister.
Afier inrriagc the shuilibliigblock- lier guilty silenîce lîar
tlîrowiî across liir î»îtl looincd up before lier ais a imlonîtaiiu.
NVltcîî sie kiiewv llobert botter site di iot fear so lmucl hîmat
lie mvould object ho fler religion, but silo dreadetî ho roi-cal lier
lîypocrisy. lier love alla csheîîî for Iinii, aîîd coiîsequoiîUy
lier desire ho alîpear %vell il)Ii3 uèyes, liad growuî stroulcor
cadei djay. Robert was te Soul and truti of lionlor. lio
dctested auiyt.iiiug lilcc doeoit. How, tVieil, could silo tell

Iilmn Iat site, blis ivife mrîuoiîî lie lovcd and trîistcd, hua com-
ceaîcd freini liim so iîmportanmt a tact as lier religionî?

Thouglm Lillian's spirits wero buoyed up by lier tiaturai
gaycîy, tmougli site wmas pleased aîud intcresîcd ii lier home,
lier hîusbaiid and lier baby, 3-et lier conscienîce myns Stijl alive
amd gave lier inaîly uiîcommforhable lîours. At lash, on Neiy
Yeaî's îmîoriim Mvieni Robert fouiîd lier lcaiig over limer
baby'q crib, lookiuîg iii thoso iiîuîoccimt oyes. site )mad resolved,
cost %itl it miglît, site woîild bie a hypocrite tmo loniger.
Silo woulul couifeas î'II aid( repair lier guilh. Silo mîiglît
iicglcct lier i1uhieq, ]ose lier own soul, but lmow coula site loave
tc little somîl thiat God lîad entrusted to, lier care linbapîtize ?
lier faithi mias still stroîîg eiuougi. to inake lier te tîmat blîls
ivas little short of Il crime, and thmat if lier cliild ahmould dio
Ilîîbaptized tIme evil mvould bc irreparable. Sucli a possibility
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