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The Death of Brocke.

A Canadian Leqend Addressed to the School
Boys of Canada.

BY COLONE(, WILLIAM 1’ COFFIN, OTTAWA,

Seene.—Quecnston Jeights.

Outlook.—From the village of Queonston to tho
south=with Lewiston Helghts on theleft. The
river Nlagara roliiug down on the left front, and
thoe Qneenston Helghts, surmounted by Brock’s
monument, on the right front and right.

Carminis personae.~Gatler Sleord, (J)an anclent
milttiaman of 1512, and  his great-grandson lsanc
Brock.

Gaffer Sicord, log.

Como hitheriittlo son of ming, come hither Isane

rock,
You ask metorepeat the tale of that fierce battle

shiock;

Whereln your nshlo namesako feit ou yonder
monutain shde,

Who zave his 11fe for Canade, and having saved

Ldied;
Al \r‘cll do I remember throush the mist of
sixty years
That mogulng th QOctober, »0 full of hopes and

fears,
When manfully, yet nervously, the invading foe

\we met

And those who lived our prisoners werg before
the sun had set.

Ve knew that they were coming, as they never
ceased to boast,

And we gaw thelr swarming thousands ¢rowd
atong the oppasite coast;

Wo wero but as o handful (2)—and we knew not
where orwhen

The blow might fall—=but when ft came why we
were there and then.

We were on outpost duty—headquariers inour

TEAT,

At Fort St George, six miles below, but we knew
that Brock svas there;

Of course we lay upon our arms—that mora’ cro
dawn hnd hroke—

‘The hum and tramp of mustering mea the com-
ing blow bespoke,

We heard them throuszh the misty screen which
siironded shoro from shore,

And tue 10Ming: ia tho rowlock of the fastan-
proaaching oars

Eachman was up in no time—at bts post with
silent tread—

« Fix bayonets ™ ¢ hiandle eartridges,’” was all tie
Captain aid;

When from the polat below us here (3) our cigh-
teen pounder spoke,

And the stlence of the misty screenwith startilog
nearness broke § .

A wild shirlek—louder curses—~thie hoarse woed of
commuand,

Up rose the mist—ond u fleet of boats lay hended
for the stmad.

Then blazed Brown Bess with righit good will
both raund and grape we plicd—

Yeton thev came thiough shot and flame—they
would not be denfed;

Those zaitant Yankee regulars, right well thelr
duty sped,

Amd ulxelrllcnldcrs dlQ thelr duty too, for gatllantly
they led,

And as they landed, as they formead, wo folt back
from the shiore

To occupy the houses, as 1L was fixt (1) afore—

Theygol it hot from shell and shot, but thelr
leaders chicered them o,

“For the honor of Awmecrica,” and the landing
place was woun.

The man twho minds Uls order seith: ntoop-hole
todefend,

Hasbat to bito his carlildge and blaze on with-
out ¢nd;

(1) Gaffer—2a wornd 1ot famniliar 1o the Lanadian
vocabulary, but good ald Anglo-Saxan, Lieluga
term of respect applied (o an aged manat pre-
sent obseleto. Sce Worcester.

(2) 7°.e whole force atGenerat Brock’s diaposal
to covera frantier of 38 miles did not amnouut to
more than 1,200 racn, including militla, The
Amceriean Gonermt, Van Renselear, to guard
aboul the sume distance on the othier side bhad

00). Thus e Britleh force seattered along the
lnewas exposed to becutoll indetall  thedelect
of the postion al Queenston was {ts distance for
support—but this was unavoidableand only tobe
met by sazacity, fore ight, and activity, which
Ixanc frock cminently possessed.

(3) Vromout's Point.—=Tho gunat this point, tho
service of which hiad great etfect on the eventsof
the daF, was' commandad and directed by n Que-
bee Iad=John Sewell—=a xon of thy well known
ChicfJustice Sewell, U.E.L., hewasthienin the
$0h Infantry. leodied twoyecarssinesatQuebeo
al an advanced age, taving Yeen commandant
ol Quedbec up toa sthort Limo bef ro his death.

(3) Galler Sicord, 10 telllug hils unsophisticated
tnle. mast be excased IT now and then ne iapses
Into the vernaculnr,

Amld tho smoko ho nothing secs, and uows but

ttio more,
But this I heard that whilo woe fought fresh hune
dreds hastenced o'er,
While thoirs increased onr numbers waned for
death had-marked our track,
And then our ammunition failed, yet nota man
gnvo back:
Brave Donnis (6) with his ¢ forty-ninth,” and our
. unilinehing few,
Soon found, thnt just to hold our own, was as
much as wo could do—
While s throng of Yaunkee Riflemen with many
o taunt and jeer
Swarmed round our flank scaled yonder holghts
and got fnto our rear,

Wo had bare time to loolk around, or to know the
risls «wwo ran,

When « shout arose, n joyous cheer, which rush.

. ¢d from man to man—

“Yes there he comoes our general,” Just when we
want him most,

At the full speed of his charger: that one man
wasa host;

s ringing volce, his flashing eye, h: = ° =~

! loak and free,
T ’wnsasllko God's Providenco tomenso sore besct
we.
Few wondssufliced and lttle timeo to marshal our

arry,
Our h(.'ﬂl‘l!.: were in our finger-cnds wo sprang up
. toobey;
“*We must earry yonder battery lads and clear
those fellows out,”

{You maysec from hence tho carthenwork which
covered the redoubt),

It sivarmed wlth ready riflemen, all desperte to

Ik,
He drew his sword and led us first right up that
rocky hitl;

NHorw it befell [ cannot tell, but we took it atarun,
We stormed In o'er tho breastwork and we cap-
tured back the gun,

And we drove them up and on beyond yon crest
oy Which you well Know, .

With the precipico behind them and Nlagara

clow
Just mlen('u'xldst the Amerleans up rose a flag of

white, (8)
Bat brave \&'ool steraly tore 1t down and st}
., maintalned the fight—
While we had paused 11l breathless and some-
.. whatdisarranged, .
When Wool rang out his raliying shout and
desperate onslaught made.

Thoe tide had turned—2a wave of men came pour-
ing on hier crest

And forced undown by welght of fire—~although
. . wedil onr best ;

Webadoleave our captured gun—we spiked it

f we past—

And then | saw our nodle chief—-ono short look

and the Iast,

He had milled some few scores of men, and with

. hissword on high,

Was leading bLravely up the siope ¥houting his

vattie ery: .

*0n, on my gallant forty-ninth, on brave York

Vo'unteers,”

wWhentle fmtal bnlletstruck bim—hisgrand form

d!mmpcnmns':)

And the Iast words ho spoke to those who were

. by him when he fell

Were, * hide iny death fron: cotmmmides who have

ever Joved me well.,”

1 was thereamong the foremost and there I saw

hhmn Mo
With his hand upan lils sword hilt and his brave
face to the aky,
Justthero in the hollow af the hill you can see
hence where 1t standse,
Inaf*er duysyon saercd stone placed by aPrince’s
tands, (3)
As hesald, we dlid, around his corse bis soldlers
coat we wound,
Then tenderly und reverently we bore hilm f.om
the ground—
Yetlittlethoughit the sorrowing men who mourn-
ed hils doleful plight,
That the soldliers prayer had beaen heard indeath
that In death hc had won the fight.

Forinark whenin the morning the bope for orn
camae o'er,

And dared tho best and faced the worst ke

brave men to the fure

(3) Captalns Dennis and Willlams commanded
the detachimment of thie 43t Infantry atQueension
and did thetr work right well, both wero wwound-
cd. In after years Dennis became Sir James
Dennts, K.C.L.. Lieut.-Colona), 3rid Foot,

(6) ** At this moncni some of tho officers pul
white handkerchief on a bayonct 1o hiolstasa
flag with intentlon 1o surrender.  Captain wWool
inquired 1hie object? It was answercd thint tho

arty were nearly without ammunition, andthat

twasuseless tosacrifico the 1lvesof bhravo men.
Capiatn Wont tare off the flag nand orderedilio
oflicers to rmlly the men and bring them tothe
cnarge,  The order was executed In some confu-
ston.—N1les (Albany) Register, 1512

(7) Brock wasofn
ture, 61t 2 In., says Tupper's * Life of Brock*

(S) H. R, H. tho Prince of Wales planted thig
atoue, 1i.rking the spot where Brock ¢+ ! Jith
Octover, 187,

werful and imposing sm-'

They Jeft hehind thetn thenands e gped the
on’ . tonese—

Yet bid beneath a el <xkin helr veereant «kins
and bones; ()

Thoy wer.» cruey to be 42 v When thes i thefr
fellows 1and,

And galn vt lemstht the mvantai tug
from the <trand,

But whon they ~uw onr bavter bad, on e way
i which wo foaght,

They looked askant and ¢ hander guessid that
they hada't auchter oacht , Lo,

And there they stood appalled 6 1net -sech
SRANLC AN BOVer Known—

As {ftho spirit of the dend hed turi. @ thet tita

8100,
While thelr abandanel cam=ides =wha wer
COILritdes = but tn natne
Werd loft to meet 11 t.to.,
SWILLLY came. (1)

‘heasely

War Whah very

That fate bofeu thpa W'y =10r Shnme hay
gillind clio hetg it

Frony Nowark 1o St Davt it voud=whilip wo Jien
longed tue nignt,

Asrapidly maawusred io ke the ‘oe in ang.,

And hiom them 1D berwern wur 1o andg U
mLrein of the baak,

Where bristitng crags antt A sUeCT desceht two
hundred feet and moro

Impeud above the tolling waves and the mad
rivers roar.

We hear! tho edvan~li g skirmishers and the
wild Iedian ery,

And the e~ heity » volleys, and we lenen
the «nd vas nigh

Ourorders were 10 holi otir owr, 0ur 6\rn os? tu
defend,—

Inthelow zr- und here weo coald oniy hicar—but
WO Kuesw oy it imast emd

Fresh men and wo 't nlled pouches musl ever
bear the sway,

over fasting men and wssupplicd—-who fought 1
outall day,;

And so it ended: soon there came o letl and then
the word

Passed dowa thiat Gonernl Wadsworth had given
up hiy sword;

Gibton ar i To ten, Scolt and Woul, and full nine
hundred mare

Oad homage patd to the silentshiele 0 ourGireat
Chict'n his gore, +12)

Three days hiad passed, Wnen In long array with
sllont step and slove,

With army reversed with mufiled druwm, ard
IMVBIC WAoo w,

Wit all the honor men could give, who with
temper, atern atad Ligh,

Just glanced aronnd atd dar¢d notl look each
otlzer inthe eye,

Who east thelr smothered feelings upon tne ~ol.
dlers bicr,

As they vore him o tus resting piace in tho
Western Cavaller ;

Aud when thie guns of Fort St Geurzs thelr last
sad tribute sped,

And the three partiag volivys hiad ¢olived oO'er
the dead,

our Toes «' Fort Wi wri—most LOLYIY was Wt

-

o111

Lowered thelr ag 10 half saast and guve us gun
for gnn g

Aund when tie Wwarwas averagratefal prople gave

- . ——— s e ——

&9) Do whal we Wwill our warks Lespeak us,
‘¢ Imitalorum *errusa precus’'= Gutler S.coma mnh)
have rend Shakespeire, but whethoror not i
has follow:=t him clesely.

(10) Cur esteemet friond Gaffer Sicond bas 451 -
vetled sotnewhnt Gut of the vernaeniar here, bt
he pOSSIbIY INuY BAVE L=CN I 10T s Int dately
to some of Iils vl luntug--alsts in theStute of Now
York.

1) Dospatel frem General Van Renseleqrto
Ron. Willlam Eastes, Secretary of Var, Wasb-
ington, MHth Victober, 1512, - By this thine I per-
cefved my troors were cmbarking slowly, 1 passe
cdimmediatery over 1o accelerato thelr move-
ments, but (o 1y wier antoutsbment 1 found
that at the very uoment shen cotupdte Vietor)
was in _orr tmidy the ardour ¢f e unengagod
troops bl entirely rubsided. 3 rode IDeid 2
rcct&xns. urge 1 the men by eSery vt Jergtion
10 pass orver, hut 1n vain.”

(12) Shentle wonthie batthe wfueenston Helglus
truly and practicaliy, Brock hud been dendsome
hours. He bad mauauveed excejlentiy well

se0 the elirmy th a Ln; viess posilion. asgtven

n e text, Hut 10 the Judzment of posterity thie
viclory was tmoraliy duo 10 Brock, for had not th
clrcumstutees attendant on h.e acLof sclf-1me-
olatlon .ot it was uathing else) dauuted nut
scared the New York militla : they coull liave
crossed Lhe Ngran i thwous<drdy, Ao OSCI-
whelmed the L §fal of man 6 dthe vitlage al-
ronds conitanndmd 1n the rear, atd untting wiih
tho regulars s Lo Heighiie wieg Theit oxcelient
officers, have encauntoicd SheaTe witih wit the
advantages of o ed and nurelea s o the sscet
s o St Daviids, wwlhenthe de 0 g0 alic st Juen

very dlffereat = o Jlasficd '8 [lin § Scoll,New
' York, I The o« s Uaghici, Which ~ews 1t
| Sheaffo understual hite vork,
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