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yot give you some idea of the extraordi-
nary slterations in tactics caused Ly the
introduction of the breechloader—a more
rudical chango than has ever yet been
made,

Asto our owwn changes of taclics, weare
making them slowly but surely; not
slavishly following those of Prussia but
adapting them to the constitutian of our
army and our nuiional characteristics; at
the san.e time taking full advantago of the
greater war experience ol our Aeighbour,
and which it would be folly to ignore.

Our tactical unitis to be the hall bat
talion column instead of the co.npuany
column,

For maruviing, a battalion having been
told off in double compnies thus—(First
and second company— first double compuny -
third and fourth compuny —secand double com
pany. &c..) when not otherwise ordered, it
will form columns of double companies in
rear of one of the flink compnnies, so that
one hall blttalion wiil always be in front and
onein rear,

For the attack, a battalion acling singly
will be formed either in line or half bit
talion company quurter column, at deploy-
ing intervals, covereid by the fivst company
of each half battalion siirmishing. with the
second company of each in support, or one
half battalion will extend two companies
skirmishing and two in support The
other half battzlion following in such tor
mation as may suit the ground or circum
stances,

‘These half battali ns are commanded by
the Majors, who are to understand that it
is their duty to profit by any opening which
may occur without waiting for orders. This
formation, in reality, ditlers very liule from
tho Prussian company columns, save that
wo have moro oflicers, which is n great
advantage in these daysof skirmishing.

Aunother alteration in our system is that
of allowing the supports 1o move with
open files, that is to say, with an interval ot
two paces between each filo.

Another alteration is that, if the enemy’s
fire is heavy, and there is no cover, the line
may advance with files opened out to one
puce fiom each other, If the fire is very
severe, it may come up by a succession of
rushes,

Une thingis very clear, wo must pay
greater atte. *ion to the individual teaching
of the soldier, and especially must he be
taught to tuke advantage of cover; and it is
marvetlous how slight a rise or hollow, or
even bend in the ground will covera man
Jymg down. The best skirmishers I ever
saw were the Maosies in New Zealand, and
with them, scars of wounds received in
scuon, wstead of being hogourable, were
considered  disgraceful s sfowing them 10
have been unskalful warriors. The qustion
of *“shelter-trencbing' has not yet been
fully faced. Thereis no doubt that skil-
fully and properly placed trenches would
be mvaludle and necessary in some cases,
but tho soldier wust be wade fully to
understand that bo 1s not to remain in
them, and that they are to bo no obstacle
to his advance. Another fact should be
carefully impressed on every infantry
soldier, sud that is, not to fear st cavalyy
soldier. We havo alicady laid down that it
is not always neceszary to form sguare for
cavalry, and wo are tho first sy who have
doac 80; but suflicient trouble has not yeo
been trken to show the infantry man how
conpletely the breechloader s made dum
superior to the cavalry solhier.

prictical Prussians have a paragraph inj heavy loss, |
thae dnll vegulauons to this effect . ** ThoWheRepublicans lost100killed and wounded.

Those | attacked them and wero repulsed with

shooter must be fully persuaded in his own
mind that, where in the plain, he is supe.
rior to the single trooper ; slso o need not
shun the fight agrinst several, if he retuins
compnsure nnd presence of mind, and Joads
his nfle afier firing & shot, without taking
his eyo off his opponents. At close quar-
tets, it i3 important that he should gnin
the left side of the horsemen (with Lancers,
the 1ight side, and then mako useof kis
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bayonet,"

In fact, the Inte Prusso Franco war shose- |
ed distinctly that the cavaliy soldier coutl
do little against an infantry so'dier. The ’
ulaquituous Uhilan discppeared as soon as
the Franc-tireurs made their appearance. !
Duiing the siege of Paris the Prussians
sent out what they called divisions of
cavalry, to scour the distriet, but they soon
found that they could do very little - the
Franc tireurs took ton wood or a village,
neither of which could the cavalry enter.
They then,I helieve, sent a battalion, or
half battalion of Jagers with each division,
and as the cavalry found that kept them
back, they used to put them into carts,
Tins want, at certsin times, of infantry,
seems to bo likely now to cause us to return
tothe dragoon proper. of whom I have ul-
ready spoken to you, and it is evident some-
thing of the sort is 1equired. Butwe must be
careful not to sphit on the 1ock our prede
cessors did.  Uhey tust be mude to act as
what they should be “mounted infantry,”
and not basturd  cavalry. Iaght carts have
been proposed as a substiwute, and thereds
something to be said in their favour too;
however, I will not go further into this sub:
Jject, as you will have it ably discussed here-
after by a brother officer, wholas gone into
the subject with care,

With regard to the allack and defeace
with the breechloader. It would seem that
the power of the defence is much increased
by 1ts ntroduction, and certunly, good in.
fantry entrenched. ought to Lold their own
agriust greai odds; and if their flusks are
sife, and they bhave plenty of ammunition,
they ought to ke impregnable. fven after
the terrible cannonade ni St. Privag, which
prepared the way fo: the attack of the
Prussian Guards tuough the Freuch were
coly behind low walls, we kuew that the
attack faled ; and even when the flak
attack took place, had the French not been
out of ammunition,itisdoubtful whetiier the
Piussians would have suceeeded as they did.

Owing to the din_and noise of an uction
with breecbloaders, it is impossible for the
men to hear thio buglo sounds, anlit seoms
likely that we shali usve to give the whistle
i to all the Ufficera.

And now in conclusion, let me recommend
you all, Gentlenuen, 1o pay tho greatest at
¢ leutwn to skumshing, and learn the true
! tactical use of your » capun, fur, witlhout
that knuwledge, correct shvsting will stand
vou iu ltide stemd, and you who are Ofti-
cers, remember that perlect knowledge.
j of your men’s as well as your own, 4 ities
y will alone give them that confideunce in your
{ leadership waich is now wore than ever
i necessary in the fiedd,  You have amongst
i+ you the making of the laest skirmishers
j w the world, all you want 1s pracuce; but
Lear well in aind, that no intantry ¢ wm
future perform its sole n the licld unicssat
18 the higliest state ol tmining and d s-

ciphue.

Several skirashies between the Repul ki
cans and Carfists occurred on the 2Uthin
the ndighbeurhoond of Rithos, “The Carlists

Thirty Carlists wero captured
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