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CORRESPONDENCE.

To lhe Editor of TniE VOLIUNTEER REVIEW.

Sin,-Your galant correspondent "G0. W." la
your issue o! the 3th November, rovlews my bt-
ter o! the 9th, aud seema to thlnk that ht calia la
question the power o! the Coxamander-lu-Chie!
to niake regulations as conferred by the 96th
clause o! the Mlitia b411 -ho aiso explalua the 8th
la a sease totally at variance wlth t.he spirit o! the
net and which would make it practically a dead
tetter, hoe snys lis provisions are o! posalbilty not
o! rlgt-now the eigbth clause la "lNo member
o! a Voluateer Militin Corps enrolled or re-enroil-
ed under tbis net shall ho permutted to retire
tberefrom In time o! ponce witbout givIng te bie
sommandlng officer six montha' notice o! bis
InWion."1

MisI evidont enougb that the conditions are
positive, not of possibility, and are a matter o!
rigbt and option, just as mucli as itlel a natter o!
inclination or wil la tho individual to beiong to
tbhe Volunteer force at ail. Moreover thero are no
clauses, beforo or after, prescribing conditions nor
luiting the iadlvlduaî's will la any case. As to
thie fnct of the Vounteers heing oniy a six months'
force, l la jusitnttand no more, notwltbstandiag
ail the Regulations, General Orders, or Rules o!
Discipline which the Adjutunit Genernl's Dopart-
ment mny devise.

The 96th clause says :-" The Governor General
la Council may make rogulations relatlng to any
thing necessnry to ho donc for the carrylng into
effoci o! this Act, and may, by such reguintions
Impose fines not exceoding twonty dollars oach,
and imprisonnient in case o! default o! payment
of nny sucb fine."

lt la evident that this clause confèe no powers
wblich rendor the 8th clause nugatory, and it ln
anu estnbllshed princîplo ln jurisprudence that one
clause o! the sanie Act o! Paxliament sbould not
ropoal the other, but if, through inadvertance such
a tbing should occur, the firat clause would ho
the governlng one, therefore your correspondent
la mistaken la supposing that I annmadverted on
the powerseconferred on theCommanider-in-Chîef.
Il !ollows thon that the hondlng o! the new roula
Is ni variance with the provisions of the Miltia
Act and are consequontly Illegai.

I quite agroe witli I"G. W'." thiat a largo discre-
tionary power to mako regulations for the purpose
o! carrying the provisions of tir-e &et into effeet la
its besi features, but I am unabie to sco that Utn
,onstruction is loose and requires mprovemont,
nor dIo 1 thlnk ameudmonts would ho judiclous

j ust now ns' liey might possihly mako the measure
upopular, hecauso the tendency would ho to-
xards grenter stringency.

There biasbeon and isn tendency amnongst the
Voluiteer force to consider theniselves as the
ouly Miitary power la the Provlnce-such a feel-
ing is qulto nniural-always !oibows partieniar
corps nnd la aimosi a nocessiiy o! the situation-
but the ladîvidual wbo Is obiiged to look at the
cfeci o! any mensure la relation te is boaringa on
the Public interest wilî flot ho lncllned to falila
wiih the vlews o! aay class rospecting the utility
or otberwlse o! sucli mensure. Under this aspect
Iny btter was written; its object te, prevont, if
possible, %vhat is a false stop ini cvery way, viz:
thai o! niiempting to over-ride tîhe provisions o!
an Act o! Parliament hy an irresponsibe author-
ity; moreover my btter waswiritten witboui any
intention o! giving the Volunteer force partîcular
prominence, and if "G0. W." will read my btter
nitentlveiy hoe will tlnd thai even on the question
o! discipline thero is not mucli difference o! opin-
ion hetween us.

The Militia lnw provides for the enrollment and
organîzation ofoevery man Ia Canada botween the
-tges o! 18 and 60 yenrs. The application of the very
tringeni discipline o! even the Volunteer force on

iiervice, could flot ho applied to the Canadian Mil-
itia as a whole, therefore the axioni, laid down in
my btter o! the Otb, that "sThe Canadian soidier
will submnit to just s0 much mlitary discipline
and no more as ivill enable hlm to net wlth bis
neiglhors lu dofence of their common rights and
ndividual property"l-il9 correct bothIn lastatement

and applic ation-there la no clause ln my letter
by which disciplIne in the face of an onemy is
restricted.

To my mind what bas pepularlsod the Volun-
teer movementisa the fact that the indîvidual was
at liberty to chbose bis officor, and that it refiocted
the hlghest honor on the latter to have respect-
able mon voluntarlly place themselves under bIs
command; and it la not too mucb to ask that la
case those mon abould hecome dlssntlstled that
tbey sbould be at liberty to retire, especlaliy as
the penalty would be liabillty to serve under
compulsion-lt Is not neccssary to enter into nny
discussion of the extrome cases. Your correspon-
dent imagines becauso bis proposition presuppos-
os that every man in tbe Volunteer force must be
of one mind; the now Militin Act provides for al
obectiona to superior offier by taklng tbemn froin
the anme locality as tbe mon except la extrorne
cases.

With respect 10 the pnx-,rs of Adjutant (4enerni
the conditions of! the case (lemaud that they
sbould be defined, for this roasot', that a totaliy
diffrent force !rom tbe amaîl compact and weii
organlzed British army bas tobhodeaitwitb. 1"G.
W." must remembor, in Canada a commision ln
the Militia Ian mark o! social distinction, that any
Injustice in the delay of promotion, throogh ca-
price, intrigue, or accident, la toit by the indivîi-
ual la a double sense, and therefore, if for no other
reason, no latitude should ho lefi to a mereiy ex-
ecutiveo ofilcer. If ho wlll take tbe trouble to rend
my letter again it will ho seen that no fault bas
boon found or sought against individuals-no envy
for pald appolalmonts, but the general princîpies
which abould make the Mlitin available for the
Public Interests has heen kepi stendily ln vlew.
I hog lbave to assure hlm personally that indlvid-
ually I bave no complaint to make on the score
of promotion or from nny other cause, but hnvlng
a mmnd dooply lmpressed wlth the sacrednesa of
the tie wblch hinda the Dominion to Great Britain,
1 wlsb to use every menas la my power to niake
that bond a lasting one, and to thia end advocate
a tborough systom o! defeace o! whîcb the Militia
la necessariiy the hasts.

I must differ with 810. W.'" respecting the
magaificont hyperbole o! 700,000 niuitiamen.
Organization, as I tako itsimpiy means thatthose
mon sbould ho enrollod and officered according
to the terms of the Act; thc clothlng, arming,
drllling and coacentratlng theni being quito an-
other inatter, and I say arain no British Officer
ever had experlonce wlth such a force. The oid
Sedeatry Milîtia were nover tborougbly orga-
nlzed and no comparison ana hold btween the
cases. I have not asaerted that intrigue did
exiat, but la the nature of thinga such a con-
tingoncy is sure to besot every depnrtment, and
la a greater dogree the furtbor lt la removod fromn
responsibillty.

My idea o! the value of!the Militia Bil la tbft it
compels everv man toserve-that lts organlzatlon
la local and that it does not nor ananot latorfere
wlth the Industries o! the country, and that ht
provîdea an efficienL syatem o! defence with the
amalleat outlay. As yet the organizatlon baa
flot been commenced, because no provision la
made for a "rotlred liai"' as far as the Volunteera
are concerned, and if the Act Nvants amendmeat
it lsinlatlat direction. If the perlod o! service of
the mon is to ho TIIREE years that o! the Field
officers sbould not exceed FivEYE.Ais. There la
no Quarter MasterGenerai's Deprtmneat, nor any
o! the other neceasai y adj uncta of a mi] ltnry force.

These matters doubtiesa will ho ail adjusted la
time, but it la the duty ol every man who wlshos
well to the country, and underatanda t true inter-'
esta to, have the Mlltary force foundcd on true
coastitutional priaciplea and evory one o! its de-
partments under thie direct controul of lnw. The
negleet o! this simple precautlon was oneofo the
principle means of deprivlng Great Britala o! her
Colonies and It hehovos us not to repent so terrible
a miatake.

1 ama, Sir,
Tour obdt. Serv't,

O)ttawa, 7th Dec., 1808.
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THE NEW MILlTIA ACT AN!D A VARIETY
0F QUESTIONS ABOUT IT.

To the Edîtûr of THE VOLUNTEER REYIEW.

SiR.-Already there has appeared ln the col-
umns of your valuable paper; a number of arti-
cles bearlag on the new Act, and as the varlous
paragraplis have been tboroughly discussed and
the subject so weil ventilated and IlMutiiated, "
it would be worse than useless to review the mat-
ter agaln-I would simply ask a few questions
relative to the Force, of which I arn member, and
hope some of your numerous Correspondents will
answer.

And firstiy, I wouid remark, that la evory Vol-
unteor Company, re-onroiiing under the - New
Law" there are a number of recruits, mnany leav-
ing baving completed their termi of service and
others, aa under thie IlOId Hogime"l fromi variou s
causes. Now to the point. Have the Qoverament
provided for uniforming the IlNew eloment" inu
the Force, or do they foadly imnagine that IlJack"
will step into IlTom's"l clothes, afier they have
boon worn by the former, for two or threo yoars.
Oh! undoubtedly, is the offical ropiy, the Gov-
ernmeat have made no provision, and the arti-
cles rnust be worn for five yearg, etc., ad Infini-
tum.

In H. M. Service we flnd that no recruit Is re-
quired to don the suit co! a predecossor no matter
what length o! time they had boon worn, and
aurciy as much decency ought to be obsorvod
amongst the Volunteers of Canada. Afier somo
elgbt years experience as an officor of the Force,
I flnd that the greatost drawback to the
officlency and successfui maintenance of Vol-
unteor Corps goneraily is the IlOld Cloe busi-
ness;" agaîn lu the summer the mon have aotb-
ing but the close and boavy tunic and 1 defy any
Voluateer, howevor careful, if lie aims to
be a crack shot, to keep that article, of
apparel la "Wearable order."1 But try and
remody the evil by applying for the "lSerge" and
one la met by the same routine answer, the Gov-
ernment have IlMade no allowance."1 Whoils to
hiame ? Ail the Military Laws on earth, ail the
sums of money spent on this,.the only available
Force in the country, wili bave been useiesaiy
wasted, if the essential ltezi of clothlag in flot
more minuteiy attended to. The perled at present
allowed for a uniform to iast is soniethiagridicu-
lously excessive. On an average a Voluateer Com.
pany, what between Parade@, lnspecton.8, and
Drill occupies some 50 days.per anauni; alio'wlng
10 per cent, or four days for foui weather and we
have 46 days wear and tear; now as corps have
commeaced their annual drillinl Barracks or un-
der Canvass the 8 days so employed are equal to
at laset 20 parades as far as using up the ciothing
la conceraed, and iadeed it wouid ho no exaggera-
tion to say that the tîme nllotod to the Volunteer
to wear bis uniform-is equai to double the porlod
reqnired of the Rogular. No doubt the ciotblng
doos manage to bang together for five years, but
before two and a hiait years have passed the men
cease to pride themselves on their IlNatty"l at-
tire. There are soru e corps,l regret to say they formi
the majority, who have norenlly good marksmen
and who do not aimi at perfocting themaseives
wlth the Rifie-undoubtediy their glossy tunîcs
and irreproachable trowsors wiliiexcite the admir-
ation of the inspecting officer-but let hlm ixot
Judge too barshly of' the well worn, well soiled tu-
nic-the powder stained cuifs, the shrunken netb-
er garment. Ho who wears theni ia not an la-
cumbrance"ltobis Battalion. Conirades put your
shouider to the wheel and give us a IlChange"-

ç rmente for Summer wear. Heavy ones for
inter-A tldy dapp r Citizen Soldier-and a

grand gain to the Publie. Yours, &c.
TOxy VEcxc.

To the Editor of lHz VOLUNTE19R RICVIsW.

Sut :--A certain Rifle Company was chai-
lenged by an Association to shoot a match
together, the former having simali pouchos
on their waist belts rested the left elbow on
these pouchos, which were Blid round from
right te left aide for the purpose. Is such
practice aguinat the Muaketry BWgulations ?


