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I . To adopt tlxe estiniatc of the comiiuec, and tç
authorîze an expcnditure for the year not excecding S28,ooo
for ail r îrposes.

Ill. ro adopt the reconendations emibodied in the
report, and commcnd thcmi to attention anîd synipathetie
action on the part of I'resbyteries, sessions anrn'i nistcrs.

IIll. To autliorizu the conmmttcc to secure teniporatily
the services of one or more suitable persons who, acting iii
co-oiperation with, and assistcd and facilitated by ]?resbyttries
and sessions, shail seek to advance the interests of tie
schenie, especially by securing bctter financial inethoils and
more, harmonious application of the committee's regulations
in aid.rcceiving congregations."

CIIURCH AND>MANSE 1FUNfl.

Rev. Dr. Robcrtson prescintcd the report o! the Board of
Management of the Church and Manse Building Fund for
Mfarntoba and the Noith.West, which was adoptud.

The way the B3oard assistcd in tliis object, Dr. Roberi.-
son stated, was by giving grants and loans to sueh places
au could îlot crect these buildings themselvcs. Tl'ne pilan of
the scheme was that strait sunîs Of $75 t0 $125 were g1fven
10 congregations that wcre putting up flCw churclwes or
mnanses in modest districts. WVlerc the buildings were to
be more pretenîtous, four, five and somnetimes seven huîidrcd
dollars were granted. Thxese grants were made with under.
standing that a certain aniount was to be paid back every
year. Most of the help gîven, however, was in the way of a
grant and flot a loan, for many of tiiese missions were taxed
to the utrnost to, support thc ir pastors and sustain thcmselves.
He pointed out iliat since the establishmeent of flic fund 3o
churches and 63 manses nad becix built with the assistance
of the commîtte. Thnis was during a period of i16 years.
These buildings were vatued at over haîf a million of dollars.
When they began work there were only 18 churches and ~3
mnrses beten Lake Superior and the Pacific Coast.

PRESIIYTEIAN AL.LIANCE.
The following representatives were electcd to tlîe Alliance

of the reformed churches holding the Prcsbyterian doctrine,
meeting of which will be held in Washington in Septeîiiber
1 99 :-

Mîinisters-Principal Caven, Dr. Cochrane, Dr. \-IVicar,
Dr. Warden, Dr. Robertson, W.J. AMcCaughan, l)r. Moore,
Dr. R. Torrance, Phesidenil Forrest, Principal Grant, Dr.
King and Dr. Gordon.

ltlders-Hamulton Cassils, Judge Forbes, George Hay,
Hion. G. W. Ross, Robert Murray, David Morrice,
W. Mortimner Clark, James Croit, Sir T. W. Taylor, J.
Charton, M. 11, J. K. Macdonald and J. A. Macdonald.

It was decided that in the case of death, or o! a delegate
being uriable to attend, alternates could bc selected Irorn
the next namnes on the list.

SIR WILLIAM. DAWSON.

A resolution acknowledging the services ol Sir William
Dawson, ex-Principal of iNcGîIt University, to the cause of
truth, by lus scicnttfic researches was passed on tlîe mnotioni
oi Rev. Principal MacVicar seconded by Dr. Bryce and
supported by Rev. Dr. Gregg.

Rev. Dr. McCrae's report was considercd. Dr. McCrae
agreed to a series o! resolutions proposcd by Dr. Moore
lookmng to the zzicgation of the recomimendations of the
special eomrnîttee to the gencral standing conîmittîce, and
that a special comuxittce, to be named by the Moderator,
shoubd be appointed in the connection, to consider tlîe
question O! appo: ntIng a suitable agent whose business woîîld
be the brînging the lund up to the two hundred t!îousand
dollar mark.

In the discussion whizh followed Rev. C. H. Cook urged
that aIl ininisters of the Church whether on the Fund or flot
should participate to sorte CXtenî trn the benefits. Rev.
Professor Scrimger spoke stronglv on this point, insisting
that whatever action thie Assembly might takc, this injustice
should be wiped out. The congrc'gations gave to tic fund
as a whole, and it was their desire that aIl should be
beneficiaries o! it. By the present regulation tlîis benefit
was restricted to a particular class, white atiother large class
was entircly ignored. la ithe case of a mri who liad not
bcen on the tund, notlîing would remain, in the case of
retirement, but that the inctividual congregation would hAve
ta do wbat the Churcb rcfused to do-provide against bis
-starvation, although that congregation rnay have supporicd
thie fund, ini the belie! that ail would benefit.

0,1 tlic othier li2tnd, the Rev. Dr. Arnistroîîg slîowcti that
certain ,Iitlisters, under the old rule of giving hlI to thiose
wlîo liad flot beeiî upon tlie fuiîd, liad piovided for tlien-
suIves by otlier (ornis ur ins'iraice, usiîîg flic moiiey wlîiclî
they silould have paidl iîto, thie fuiit for thxîs purpose, assurcd
thiat thiey wouid get liait in mîy c.%ýc. Tl'le old rule was open
to abuse, but tic simîple fact was thit the state oi the iunds
conipelled tîxîs discriiiiinaioni aîîd surinrig. If ail joinied
tlie fund tie case would be diflerent.

l)c. ïMoore's series of resolutioiîs, Iooking to tic adoption
of the whole report of thie standing coinmittee, with tic
incorporation of the suggestionis of tlîc special connittee,
was carried.

Th'le Asscîîxbly will long reiember iti visit of thîcir
excellencies, ICarl and Cuuiiess Aberdctn on Tuesday.
They wcrc cordially recuived and prt-seiiîed wiîli a suitable
addrcss in whicli tîxe ittrest taken hy theni in the luightst
welfare of Caniada was exlpresst:d. E arl Aburden replied
iii graceful aîîd approjiriate ternis, anid tlie vîsit wzs brouglit
to a close aler tlie senimnts of tic Assenîbly as to thuir
excelliencies servicei, baal been placied on the miinutes of
Assembly.

Rev. '1. F. ForIîcrîngiaîin prescntcd the report on Sablîith
Schools of wliich tlie following is a sunîiinary. Reports liad
been reccived froni 2, i 4l4 scîîools, being two liuidred and
twenty.seven more thiat iii 1896, wlîîcl recorded an iticrease
of twai liundred and twenty-two more than in iS195. Thetre
lias bcen an attcndaiice of i8,819 teachers aîid ufficers (a
gain Of 1,: 163) havîng charge of 15429 sciiolars (an ilîcrease
Of 3,730), ot whom 10.1,757, or n--arly sixty-ciglit lier cent,
are present cvcry Sabbath. Nearly Iifty thouisand scholais
are memorizirg verses of scripture, and sliglhtly over sixty-
one tlîousand are studying tic Siorter Catectiisni ; 3.302
have committed the wholc boAk to menîory. 'l'lie iiuiiber
studing their lessons at homie is 67,169, or .381 fewer than
fast ycar. There werc 257 teachers' nieîîngs for tesson
study- Two thousand eîghît hundred and ten cîders are
engaged in Sabbath.sclîool work ; (66,274 p)upils attend
publ-c worship cach Sabbath ; 4,627 becaiiie commîunicants
in 1897, whîite 20,463 seholars ait told arc iii full communion
with the Churcli. Lighty.one thousand two hundred and
twenty-nine dollars was raised by the Sabbath-schools, of
which $5ç2,262 was expended on tic schools theniscîves.
The amount contributed to the schcmes o! the Church was
$24,541t, and increase Of $276, wlîile tie amounit contributed
10 uttier objecîs increased froin $7,102 t0 S9 .82 1, a gain O!
$2,7 14. Tlhe amount contributed by congregatioiis 10 the
support of the sehools was Si 11.956, $1, 1SS Iess thaîî fast
year.

'l'li adoption of this report (submitted hy Dr. Wrighît)
was ably movcd and seconded by Rev. D)r. Parsons and
lion. G. WV. Ross M.P.P., the former enipliasizing tlîc îeed
of the lite o! power which grcw mbt enthusiasni for thc work
o! Christ. iMr. Ross dwelt on the iumportance o! correct
home lire. He îlîought tlîat the homne niust Le looked at
as the spring froni which sprang îtec moralîty of the world.
Tlhîe uîand that rocked the bîitl rulcd the world, was an old
and truc saying. He approvcd o! Uic report for the cinphatic
and cîcan-cut expressions wlîiclî it ued towards the temn-
pcrance question. Thxis was aiimportant year iii tlie lîistory
of Canada.

Thcy would xnow this year îî>ntther the senrtiment of the
country was ripened, as tlîey expL -ted it would bc, alter such
long years o! education. l le dld not sympathizc wiîlî the
gencral vîew thiat it would be iiiî,tssi-'- to enforce the Iaw
of prohibition. Tlîcy could etifoice it il thcy had organisation.
X'et they incurrcd a great rcsponsibility in ettactiîîg this law,
but îlîey slîould îlot shrink fronx this rcsponsibility.

TIinere was also the question of the sanctity of the Sabbatli.
lie was in favor of a qluiet Sabbath, a Scotch .Sablb3-th, or
wliatvr it miglit bu called, and lie lîoped that Canada
would neyer be cursed with tixe spirit o! Sabbath breakiung.
Rev. l1uincipal Grant objected to, tic wordb iii tic report:

1But wc cati have no doubt as to whicre God stanîds ini this
coiitroversy (thie liqiior traffic), and greatur is lit. thiat is
with us tîxan ail tlîat are agaîlîst us." These words were
a reflection on those whîo were opposcd tc prohîibitory
legislation. Dr. Wright did mot wish such an interprictation
to bc put upon the words and he witl, drew them, before


