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‘'hé October number begins with an articlo on Islanusm, by
James S. Denms, D.D.,, m which tho weakness and strength of
that greatest barrier to the progress of Christianity uro sct fortks.
Mohammedanism camo into the world when Christinnity was
corrupt and enervated, and was casily overcome. To this dny it
remntns ** A Goliath amongst religions, o fighter in the path of
God,* and although 1its military power and politieal supremacy
have becn 80 seriously restricted, it is still a duuntless antagonist
i the ficld of religious conflict.™ Its strength is in ity doctrine of
the Divine sovereignty and control.  Although the God of the
Koran 1s cold and distant, only s« muulated representation of the
tiod of tho Chiristian *who comes into touch with humanity, and
winkes hungelf a part of the spiritual lifo of the believer in . sonso
which 1s utterly forcign to tho Moslem ideal.” ¢ Islam is u roligion
which has seized upon thegreat fundamental truth of all religions,
the existence of ono God, and has adjusted this truth to the human
consciousness of the average oriental with the least possible friction
with human nature, and the least possible disturbance of the
desires and passions of fallen lnunanity.’

* Its terrible weaknesses and failures appear in the realm of
practical religion und ethics, Its views of personal rightcousness
are the very acmo of Pharisecism.” It conquered the Enstorn
world inan ageof spiritual degeneracy. and holds to this day
about two hundred millions of devotecs in thu very presenco of
Christianity.

Its success has been owing to such canses us these ; laving had
its origin in tho spirit of reform under the inspiration of the
doctrine of the spirituality and unity of God, in contrast with the
gross idolatry of heathen Arabia and the apostute Christinmity of
the seventh century; the power of the personal leadership of
Maliomnet, who was moved by the maguctic mfluenco of conviction,

* backed by the power of the sword; its offer of salvation upon casy
terms—granting largo liconso and attractive promises to the
seosual nature ; und its rejection of the mysteries of Christianity,
such as the Triruty, incarnation, and tho-high and practical rdesl
of christian ethics, which they nover saw illustrated in the hives of
Christians.

Islamism is thus a rationalistic system and commends itself to
tho untaught humanity of the orient and is satan’s masterpiece us
u weapon against Christianity. -

‘Thore aro soveral features of the present times that are wter-
esting. 1. The attempt to propagate this religion in America, by
Mohammed Weob, which will no doubt win somec followers as
Therzophy and Buddbism liave done alveady. 2. The uattempts on
the part of Justice Ameer Al in India to rid Islamism of slavery
and polygamy and adapt it to modern civilization, thus introdacing
the *“New Islam.” 3. Tho brightening outlook of Christian
Missions amongst Mohametans. Although it bas been the most
difticult of all focs to conquer, yet consideruble progress has boen
made.

Rev. R. Saillicus, Paris, gives a rather startling account of the
1evival of Roman Catholicism in an article entatled the ** Papuey
in Europe.” He says that there 18w spirit of propagandism that
is n danger to tho country. In thecounty of Sussex there arc
forty convents and monasterics, and they claim 900 conversions in
the last year iu England.

-In Fraunco there s a truce between the papacy and the republic,
and the people and sccular press speak of tho papacy with a degreo
of respect that is unusual, The Popo's cnc¥elicals and speeches
arc carcfully reported and favorably commented upon, and the old
cry between church and statois shelved. In Germany Roman
Catholics increase in Protestant communities, and instead of war
with Roine, the Emperor kas recently been paying his respects at
the Vatican. Even in Slavonic countries in the Greek Church
there is a party favorable to reunion with Rome.

Tho causcs for this state of affairs arc many. In Protestant
countries it is owing to the loss of tho Evangelical spirit in the
churches.  Wealth has brought with it the craving for clabornte
services, luxurions churches, ecte., the changing position of the
Bible &8 tho infallible gmdo—the Inquisition burned the Bible but.
the higher critics arc tearing it to picces.  In France it is owing to
the weakness and unaatisfactoriness of **frce thought ™ which gives
no hope for the future, the svculaiization of the schools resulling
w ignorance of God and maternialism ; and the skill of Leo X111 in
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adupting tho church to the times. Inasmuch as,the vopublic is
cstablished the Pope has instructed the Bishops no longer to
identify thomsolves with tho dead monarchies, snd upon the
yuestions of eapital and labor, the 'opo hus given cxpression to
liberal and ovangelical sentiments, and now an effort is belug
mule to furm o Socinlist  Catholic party, o remarkable combi
nuation of the papucy with red democeracy.

An encyclical letteor is now issued which is an appeal for union
with the Anglican and Greck churches.  * Speaking of those
nations whe wave for the last three venturies been soparated from
the church, tho Popo argues that there is no certain vule of faith
and authority lelt to thom. A large number among them havo
overthrown the very foundations of Christinnity by denying the
diunity of Christ and the inspivation of the Neriptures.” ‘Thus
the maun who is the incarnation of that sy stem Lthat hus hurned the
Bible, persecuted the disoiplos to tho death, denied almost every
dootrine, now poses a8 the champion of the Bible against Pro
testantism,

The only way, the writer thinks, to mect the aggressive spirit
is to return to tho simplicity and power of primitive Christianity
and loyglity to the Bible as the infailible Word of God.

Dr. Picrson contributes the first of u serics of papers on the
times of Carcy. Plates aro given of the ¢ Shoe shop at Hackleton,
the house where Carcy lived, the old chupel at Hackleton, and
‘Widow Wallis' house at Ketring.” .\ rapid skotch of Carcy's
hife docs little more than indicate the stages in his expericnces,
social and spivitual, until in 1793 ho landed in Calcutta, and in
1800, after various trying expericnces, began to work out his
schemes at Serampore.

T'o any who take an interest in catalogues of socicties existing
for the translation and distribution of the Bible, an article by Rev.
B. Rick, D.D., will be of value. There are at the present time
about 100 of theso socicties at work, at the head of which list
stands in importance the British and Foreign Bible Society, next
the ¢ National Bible Socioty of Scotlaud,” and third ¢ Tho Ameri-
can Bible Socioty.”

The British Society has about 700 Colportcurs at work and
distributes about one million copics annually, The Scottish
Socicty distributes over one half & million copics, and ecmploys
about 400 Colportours, and the American Society distributes some-
thing less than one half a million. The Bible will be translated in
whole or in part by the end of the century intoabout 100 languages
~-which is an immenscachievement, but thereare altogether about
2,000 languages--s0 that whilst the work that has been done is
very great, the work to be done is atill greater.
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Dr. D. L. L.conurd, of Oberlin, 0., contributes a brief article,
which i8 to be continued in ¢The Anglo-Saxon and the World’s
Redemption.” Nations aro specially called as well as individuals.
Tho Jows were chamicls of the Scriptures, the Grecks of the
language in which the Gospel could find suitable eapression, the
Romans brought peaco and the unity of nations, and the British
now embrace the qualitics of all the preceding.  The preparation
for & thousand years by the assimilation of Saxon, Danc and
Norman; the insular position, the composite character of the
English language, which fits it for being the instrument for the
universal spread of Christian civilization; the free institutions
cherished by ths Anglo-Saxons from the begiuning of the history
and which they aro now scattering in all partsof the world; the
moral carncsticss and appetite for liberty of thought which neither
Popo nor Prelate could suppress and resulted in the brood of dis-
senting churchey, and finally the colonizing character which began
about ouo hundred and fifty years ago, and resulted in that never
to be repeated national development in this continent.  All these
movementa in history were not by chance hut a divino ordering for
the most glorious purposcs.

€ A voice from Russia™ isan interesting article in the present
condition of the church in Russia, written by a Russian Christian,

The Greek has always had this advautage over the Roman Church
that the reading of tho Bible is not prohibited, but 1a circulated
amongst. their people. The great weakuesa is legalism. Thoir
Glospel is, **do this aud live,” hut they have little knowledge of
an mdwelling Christ, who is madc uuto us, wisdom, rightcousness,
sanctification. and redemption. The worship of the Virgin and
Snintsis carried to as great an extremeas in the Roman Church,
and wdols are common in thar homes. ‘There are indications of
better daysin the work of Lord Radstoch in St. 1etershurg and
Rabinwitch amongst the Jows in South western Russia,



