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towels, sponge—all were ready. ‘The
three men went on, and as the monkeys
saw them approaching, they became very
angty, and began chattering in an angry
manner.

“Klaas spoke: “Fhis is my child,’ he
said ; ‘I don't want to beat you, or shoot
you, but I havea gun, and if you donot
give me the baby I must take it from
you' And he hfted up his gun and
pointed it ot the monkey who held the
~hild.

“At first she pressed it tight in her
arms, and kissed it again and again; then
looksd at him angry and savage, as if she
woula not give up her pnze. But, at
last, when she saw the men were deter-
wmined, and did not mind her anger, she
saw she must vield. She kissed the little
thing repeatedly, stroked its face with
her fingers, and then, gently laying it in
the grass, ran quickly up the hillside, and
sprang into the branches of a great tree.

“The men lost no time in taking the
haby and his tub, and getting out of the
wood, for monkeys, when excited and
angry, arc very dangerous.”--- Sunday
Magazine.

—_—— - - -

INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSON.
Sunday, Jan. 9.
THe Soxé or Many.—Luke 1.46-35.
GorveN TexT, v. v. 46.47.—'“ And they
were both rightesus before God, walking i

all the commandments and ordinances of
the Lord blamelest.”—

Committ 51-55.
IMTRODUCTION,

About half a year intervened between
the events of vur last lesson and the song
of Mary which constitutes our present
lesson. In the meantime, the Angel Ga-
briel- the same that appeared to Zacharial
was sent to Nazareth, to mahe known to
Mary that God was about to give her a
son whose name should be called Jesus
(Matt. 1:21 ;) and to reveal to her what ho
should be. ¢ He shall be great, and shall
be calld the son of the Highest, and the
Lol God shall give unto hun the throne
of His father David; and He shall
reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of His Kingdom there shall be no end.”
Mary accepted this revelation of the will of
God concerning herseif with a most heauti-
ful and unquestioning faith ; and directly
prubably, under the prompting of the Holy
Spirit, went to the lull-rountry, to visit her
cousin Elizabeth.  Their mceting was one
of marvelous juy ; and both Elizabeth and
Mary, under the inspiration of the Holy
Ghost, beeame gifted with ‘)rophctic Wwer,
uttering what nether of them could have
known except it had been divinely revealed
to them.

LENSON NOTES.

(16). Mary  Probably the daughter of
Heli, (sce Luke 3:23,) and, as well as her
husband, Joseph, descended from the
royal line of David. She was probably
joor in a worldly sense, and everything
that ir related to her, or that can be gather-
od from her own utterances, goes to show
that she was a young woman of an exceed-
ingly devout and humble spirit ; and, if we
way judge by this hymn, one exccedingly
well versed in the seriptures.  In reply to
the prophetic outburst of her cousin, Mary
said o=—My soul doih Magnify the Lord.
agnfy, literally, means to make great;
but here it is used figuratively, and im-
plics to_extol, to praise greatly, to cxalt
very highly in praise.  This is the language
of one who feels herself or himself preemin-
ently favored by God.

(3%.) My Spirit hath—(not only does re-
joice, but “hath) rgjoseed. Since ever the
angel’s message came to her, the spirit of
My had been filled with divine cxultation
and joyin view of the great condescension
and favor of God in sclecting her fromall the
daughters of men to be tho mother of Him
whae was to be the Messiah of God. Afy
Saiuayr.  Mary uttered the words in the
spirit of prophecy ; and it is not probable
Jmt she fully understood her own utter-
ances. She undoubtedly believed in the
Messiah, but, that the son that was to be
born of her was to become a Saviour in any
other sense than that entertained by other
Jews, does not seem to have bech revealed
to her at that time.

(48) For HL;SGod) kath regarded (com-
miserated, pitied) she low estate of His hand-
marden (maid servant). In this language,

and under the apirit of prollnhocy, not alone
nor primarily, of her own lowly condition,
but represuntativoly, of tho abject condition
of the ruyal house of David to which she
belunged. Tho ‘* scopter” was departing
“from Judah, and tho lawgivur from be.
twoen bis feet” as ** Shiloh" was about to
appear.  For behold (imark, consider), from
heneforth (forth from this time) a/l nations
shall call me blessed (or happy). Why1 In
being thus chosen and houored by God.

(49) For He that is mighty (in the true
and absolute scnse) Aas doma 10 me great
thigs. What great Jhings! Singled her
out astho objuct of great and peculiar fa-
vor ;—mnde {mr the mother, by promise, of
the Messiah ; —made her the medium of un-
speakable blessing to her royal houss, to
her nation and to the world ;—made her one
whomr all nations, to the remotest agos
should call blessed.

(50) Mary now turnas from cousidering
what G-d had done for her, individually, to
a more general s 'rvoy of His goodness. It
is as though she . sd smd—And this, after
all* is only like God—just in keepmy with
His exaltea character as He has revealed it.
His mercy 1s on them that fear tiim —not
only niow, and in my own particular case,
but from gencr stion to generatlon,—that 1s
continually.

(01) He hath skowed strength with His
arm. The whole history of Mary's ances-
tors—the Israclites—furnishes instances of
tlus. The wonders in Egypt, the passage
of the Red Sea, the conquest of Cansan,
&c., &c.  He hath scattered ihe proud in
the imagination of their hearts. This, too,
was verified in their history—-the drowning
of Pharaoh and his host, the destruction of
Dathan and Abiram and their followers, the
overthrow of Gohath and the Philistines by
David, the destruction of Sennacher'™ys
host, &c.

(52) He hath put down the mighly from
their scats, and exalted them of low degree.
This, tou, had been exemplified many times
in the past—notably so in the casting down
of Saul and the clevation of David: and it
was destined to be again notubly exempli-
fied in theelevation of David’s Heir, theson
of whom God was going to make her the
mother, to His own right hand in glory.

(53) He hath filled the hungry, &c.  This
had been literally true many times in the
history of her own nation ;—it should prove
spiritually true, also, in the history of the
Lord Jesus and His Church it the commg

gee.

(31) HHe hath holpen kis serxant Isracel.
This had been trie in the past, it should be
more wonderfully true in  the future.
Mary's wonlds are at once a retrospect and a
prophecy.  [n remembrance of kis mercy—
that 1s, of His promise, or covenant of
mercy.

(55). As ke spake—or promised—so Ab-
raham and kis sced forever. The merey
which he promised to, and afterwards ful-
filled in, Abrahaimn and bis sced, was to bo
perpetnated in Christ and His Church,
Abrubam’s spiritunl sced, forever

SUGGESTED THOUGHTS.

Mary's joy was not alone in what God
had done for herself, but that all who
feared Him were likewise partakers of His
wmercy. True love never stops with self.

Mary and Elizabeth, though lowly wo-
men in point of worldly fortune, by the in-
spiration of the Holy Ghost, became God’s
prophots ; and their prophetic utterances
have been prescrved by the spirit with
those of Hanunahh and Dcborah, as true
Scripture.

Mary, unlike Zacharias, received the
angel's message in  unquestioning faith.
The result was that God gave her this
immortal hymu of joy and cxultation,
while Zacharias walked in wordless si-
lence before God until the promiso was
falfilled. Blessed is sho that belioveth.

QUESTION SUMMARY.
(Fon Tur CHiLDREN)

Who was Mary?  Where did she live?
From what great king was she descended?
What had God promised her > Through
whom did He make the promise? What
was she to name her sou? What is the
meaning of Jesus ? Whom had Mary
gone to visit 2 Where did Ehzaboth live ?
(v. 89,. (46). What did Mary say that her
soul did? What did she mean by dot/
magnify the Lordf (See rote) (47) In
whom had she rejoiced ? Did Mary nced
a Sawioyr. Why? ‘I'hen, if Mary was a
sinner liko as she had to bo saved just as
wo are. How was that? By the blood
of Jesus (1 Johm i. 17). Are there any
people who worships Mary ? Is that riglit?
or repeat tho 1st Commandment.
(48). Whom did shoe mean by fAy Aand-
maiden? Why did she call berself that?

How had God romembered her ? By chioos.
ing her to be the mothor of the Lord Jesus.
What would all people call her? Why?
Because (3od had honored so much (49).
What groat things had 'sod done for her?
(Sco note) (60). liow lonyg do God's wer-
cios endure? What does thut mesn ?
Coutinunlly, always. (61). What prond
ones had God scattered ?— (sce note). (62),
What king did God put down ? and what
one set up in His placo. (see note). What
groat king wus he to ruiso from DMary's
lowly family to aiton His own right hund ?
(58). ¥hat lmngry veople did God feed

40 years in tho wilderness? What rich-

proud peoplo did He ]istrog or drive out
to muako room for them ? (Seo note). (54)
Whom had God helped very often?
Whom do you meann by /srae/ ? The nation
of tho Israclites. What did God remem-
bor always whon Re hulped the Israelites?
What do you mesn by 25 mercy ? His
covenant, or promise of mercy. (65). To
whom was that promiso made? Who
was meant by Abrsham's sced ? Jesus
Christ, and all who had had, or ever
should have fuith in him? Have you
fuith in Jesus ? If so, G '8 covenant of
mercy i8 for you thouyg™ Jesus your
Suviour.

-—_—— ——————

A LITTLE ADVICE.

I want to give you three or four rules:
One s, always look at the person you
speak to. When you are addressed,
look straight at the person who speaks to
you. Do not forget this.

Another is, speak your words plainly.
Do nut mutter or numble.  If words are
worth saying, they are worth pgonounc.
distinctly and clearly.

Another 15, do not say disagrecable
things. If you have nothing plasant to
say, keep silent.

A fourth is  and oh'children, remem-
berit all your lives--think three times
before you speak once!

Have you something to do that you
find hard and would prefer not to do?
‘Then listen. Do the hard thing first,
and get it over with. If you have done
wrong, go and confess it. If your lessun
15 tough, master it Ifthe garden s to
be weeded,weed it firstand | lay afterward,
Do the thing you don't like to do first:
and then with a clear conscience do the
Test.

VULGAR WORDS.

A distinguished author says: *1 re-
solved, when I was a child, never to use
a word which I could not pronounce be-
fore my mother without offending her.”
He kept his resolution, and became a
pure-minded, noble, honored gentleman.
His rule and example are worthy of
imitacion.

Boys readily learn a ciass of low, vul-

gar words and cxpressions, which are
never heard in respectable circles. The
utmost care on the part of parents will
scarcely prevent it.  Of course, we can-
not think of girls being so much exposed
to the peri.  We cannot imagine a de-
cent girl using words she would not give
utterance to before her father or mother.

Such vulgarity is thought by some boys
to “be smart,” the “neat thing to swear-
ing,” and vet “not so wicked.” Rut it is
a habit which leads to profanity, and fills
the mind with cvil thoughts. It wvul
garizes and degrades the soul, and pre-
pares the way for the many gross and
fearful sins which now corrupt society.

Young reader, keep your 1iouth free
from all impurity, and your “tongue from
evil,” for “out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh.”

J— —— —

AT a recent meeting of the Presbyte-
rian Council in Philadelphia, Dr. Mur-
ray Mitchell, of Edinburgh, in presenting
a report on Foreign Misstons, stated that
more than two millions of men now liv-
ing have been rescued from Paganism
through the cffouts of Protestant mission-
aries in half a century. But the iabor-
crs are few, only 2,200 ordained mission-
aries being now at work among the mil-
lions in darkness.

MISCELLANEOLS,

My usefulness was the last idol 1 was
willing to part with, but now I can part with
that, and am content to be laid astde and
forgotten, so that He may be glonfied.—
Dr. Cotton ather.

Little Charley had his hai.  “bobbed”
the other day, but did not like the oper-
ation of brushing. *Mas, that barbers
brush made me squawk.”  Mother - 1
did not hear any noise.” Charley . “ut
I squawked in my think.”

THr Shintoists of Japan, as such, are
not idol worshippers.  In this respect, as
well as in other matters, they show signs
of an Istachtish wagin,  As many of the
old Israclites wandered away into idola-
try, so many Japanese worship both at
Buddhist idol shrines and at the sdolless
altars of the Shinto gods. Many temples
have both Buddhist and Shinto altars
under the same roof; and the people
pass from one to the other, without see-
ing any incongruity in the mingled wor
ship of Hotoke —Buddha, and Aami-gods
The temples are tumbling down, both
Buddha and Shinto. —Rer. [ Goble.

RussiNG tor 1HE Gospel. —It was
at the aity of Fang-Shan that Dr. Blod-
getand Mr. ). H. Roberts, missionaries
of Pekin, were, a year ago, uncomfortably
jostled and followed by the crowds. Dur-
ing a recent visit Mr. Roberts was recog-
nized as having been there before, and
was listened to very respectfully.  Ashe
was going out onc morning to preach in
the villages south-cast, a young man
came running over the ploughed ficlds to
meet i, eager to abtain ancther lgok.
He said he had read the Truth Catechism,
and was interested to know more of the
Gospel Truth.  Mr. Roberts says, “It
did me good to see a Chinaman running
Jor the Gospel.”

If you who are not Christians would
reflect seriously for even half an hour
upon what you owe to the religion of the
Bitle, you would be ~mazed and hum-
bled, and would feel yourselves impelled
to weigh more carefully than ever before,
its Jaims upon you personally. The re-
spect which men pay to human life, the
honor rendered to womanhood, the
pioncer spirit which explores the unknown
districts of the carth and paves the way
for commerce to follow ; and, especially,
the loftiest standards and ideals of con-
duct which the merely moral world ac-
knowledges—these, and others equally
important in themselves and in their re-
lations to every citizen of the world, are
the fruits, dircctly or indirectly, of the
religion which the Bible describes, illus-
trates, and inculcates.  ‘Think of this fact,
and act upon it suitably. —Congregation
alist.

Here is an cloguent passage from an
address recently delivered in England by
the Bishop of Meath:—“ Many of you,
doubtless, have heard that wondrous
openingpassage of Mendelssohn’s *Elijah,’
in which the musician trics to 1epresent
the despair of a whole people perishing
from thirst, a despair which finds vent
for a while in sullen, restless murmuring,
untd at length, gatheringaterrible cumu-
lative strength, it burst forth almost ap-
pallingly in cries of heart-rending ar.d im-
portunate agony.  So can 1 imagine the
voice of a deceived and_terrorstricken
humanity, having sought in vain to slack
its thirst at the dry wells of modern
positivism, sending upward at length to
heaven the broken-hearted cry, *Give us
back the Christ that we have lost. Away
with the ghastly spectre, the hideous
phantom, the “It” that has usurped

His Throne, and let us learn agair: \to
Jove and worship a God whois heart to

heart.””



