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byteriart body, with tht Methodists ai Englanti anti
Canada, whilt the last formn is representeti principally
by the Independents or Cangregationilists every-
whcre, anti by tht Diaptists-thie only difference be-
tween these two bodies being ln themablects and mode
ai baptisin. It is with this latter systemt that ive have
ta do. White wve are Far frrnt denying ta the systeins
othier than aur awn geod Ieatures and special adap-
tation ta saine kmntis ai Christiln work, whîle ive
cheeriully recagnize tht great service rendereti by
thein ta tht cause ci Christ, andi while we are far front
dogmatizing an tbeý exact formn ai Church polity wlîich
was tu prevail a-id be perpetual, we yet believe that
tht one approaching mast nearly ta tht scriptural
ideal, tht intelligent outcomc ai an intelligent failli, is
the Congregationai-Independent.

There are twa sides ta aur polity, it is Independent
ant i i s Congregatianal. These two terras are saine-
times useci interchangeably, and while we may allow
that in a popular manneïr, it is well that we shouiti
have tht distinction clearly marketi in aur own mintis.
By aur .Indeoendency wve assert aur belief in the essen-
tial independence and caînpleteness of cach individuai
church, that it lias but ont Masttr-Christ-that it
owns no tard or lords aver God's heritage, that il is
fret fromt tht contrai alike af Prince anti Parliament,
Prelates, Synotis, Presbyteries, Conférences, anti aIl
other individuai or collective authanity. We do not
finti that tht word Ilchurch » is uset i n the New Tes-1
tament in tht sense in which it largely obtains to.day,
as "ihe Episcopal Church,"1 Ilthe Preshyterian Churcli,"
"the Mlethodist Church,» or local naines as "tht
Church ai Entglanti,» "lthe Church of Scotlanti," "tht
Church af Rame." We sec in that word but twa
meanings, tht ont ai which represents thetentirt body
ai God's people in heaven or on earth, past, prescrnt
or future, the complute body ai the redeemeti, the truc
IlHoly Cathalic Church." Tht other application we
finti ta separate societies ai believers, drawn together
by a commun failli, worshipping ln one place, anA1
holding Christian fellowship with each athier. Il It
occurs frequcntly, anti is eînployed witlx muchlipre-
cision." The single community is calicd a Il church,»
comamunities in a province or district are referreti ta
as Ilthe churches of Galatia,1" "lchiarches af Asia,"1
" churches of Syria anti Cilicia." When ail tht coin-
munities on carth are spoken ai generally, il, is as
f"churches,"1 Ilchutcaes of Christ, » "lali churches,1"
Ilchurches ai the Saints." Other phrases, such as
"ivisible Church,"1 etc., are not scriptural, anti are
fiable ta convey a wrong impression. Here then is
aur position, each anti every church is recagnizeti as
such, cemplete in itself, competent ta do al[ tht work
af a churcli inclucling the calling or dismissal oi pas-
lors, the admnission or dismission ofmembers, ta deter-
mine it.s doctrine anti discipline, ils mode and arder
ai worship, ils mnusic, instrunmental or olherwise, and
the making of such ruits and regulatians as shall ap-
pear ta tht brethren best atiapted for ctrriug on the
wark of Gotd in their midst. There is absoiutely flot
a shadow ai evidence that ln the apostolic: tays any
ane church or any number ai churches claimeti au-,
thonity avernuy other ont. Tht olten quoteti case ai
the Councit at Jerusalemn-we do not inid tht phrase
if any like it-was as distinct front some modern
practices as is possible ; it was as pantantaus asking
for ativice on the part ai the church at Antioch, far
more lilce a Cangregatianal Council of ta-day, where
tht ativice of sister churches is souglit ana given, as
equals ta equals, without any pretence ai eniorcing
that advict; it did not follow a precedent and diti flot
become ont, andi it stands in tht WVord af Gadi, an in-
stance ai tht help that one church can give ta an-
ether, andi mot o! the authority which ont is ta exercise
aven anather. Wae tdien are Independent, anti yet not
isolateti; distinct, anti yet ane ; each church cemplete
in itself, anti yet parts of ane great whole, just as
beievers are" "living stonesIl and bting living, com-
plete in theinscîves, yet aIli built up into the great,
growing, living temple ai thé everlasting Gd, ftnding
ttieir perfection enty ln thein union with allier living
aones, anti ail with God. This, after ail, may be the

chief tesson for aur churcties ta Itara, yet bth
are, we believe, God's truth-indepcndence andi inter-

dependence, completteness atone but a mort finislied
carnpleteness in cach altier. Thcse are truths Gad
lias joincd together and miust neot by mnan bc put
asundcr. WVe shalt have soinewliat to sa y on the
Congre'afiona/ aspect in anatiier article.

THE RAIAES CEN7Z1WjAIY.

Saturday morning, the 3rd July, l;.d not been rro.
vided for in the progrmme of the ;:onference, beang
leit open for any special dcmiand for limte. Il proved
ain excellent apportunity for the presentation of varn-
ous fields of labour for which a hcaring hall not been
previously obtiined. Aniong these ivas (lie work of
the Canada Sunday School Union which was the sub.
ject of an addrcss by ils President, J. R. Dougall, Esq.,
&Nontreaf, and by the Agent, Rcv. J. iNIKtllîc.-n ; aiso
front smaller associations in Europe, and from Tas-
mania in Austraia ; but perhaps thet oast interesting
incident was the rcading of a paper by tic wa(c of
Pastor Jacobi, a Nestorian, froni Oroomnah, in I>ersia,
wvhich told off the Sunday schaol work among that
ancient peopte. Jacob vins there, but not being al
te speak Englisli hadl te depute his work to his wie,
who read exceedingly well. There was something
bath suggestive andi inspirlng in thus gettUng together
tidings of the work froin the newest and oldest parts
of the world. The lime to be given ta titis Conference
was ail teu limited, noon being the tinme appointed for
the unveilitig of the Raikes statue, so that althei last
there was a rush oi speakers, but as noon approachcd
the audience rapidly thinned, and when the moment
for adjourtniwent camne the ruent was nearly empty; ail
telt, however, that it had been an excellent meet-
ing, and were glaid af this final opportunity of hcaring
of the work in ïnany, landis.

A large crowd assembled in the garden of the
Thamps Embankment to witness the uni'eiling,
%'r-tteted fortunately by a atonster lent, for tepeatedly
during the cereanony the rain foli heavily. Tha posi-
tion ai the statue, as wili be understood by tho!>c who
know London, is one of the flnest sites in thz Metra-
polis. Il is insîde the garden of the Victoria Em-
bankment, opposite the gale, in full vjcw of the
thousaaids af passers.by on that magnificent prom-
enade, nlot fat tront Citopa.tra'es needle,itself a source oi
constant attraction, linking, as was happily remarked,
the dark past, the days oi ignorance and degradation,
with the light and i berty aind privileges ai the present.
The venerable Lord Shîaftesbury, whose lire lias been
a consecration, spoke with remarkable -vigour ; con-
trary ta what we expected, hie was heard by the whole
assemblage, and we need hardly say that what lie saiti
was pertinent and good. Very appropriately lie %vas
followed by the B-on. Cecil Raikes, a descendant oi
the mani whomt the friends were gathereti to honour.
Several other speakers look part, including Vice-
Chancellor Blake. A stateanent was given by Mr.
Benharn, ant of dt Committe of the London Sunday
Scbool Union, frrnm wlîich it appearcd tlîat thc original
idea was ta erect the statue at Gloucester, but fi'ially
London was decideti upon as being more cosmoapoli-
tan, the place above ail others where it would be seen
by the greatest number fromn ail lands. The cost %vas
estimateti at £i2o the whole of which wasraised by
the Sunday sctiools of England, but it was found (as
is always the case) that expenses beyond those esti-
mated hati ta bc incurred, making an extra outlay of~
£oo. Mi-. John Wanamaker, ai Philadelphia, then
proposeti that this deicit be contributeti by the visi tors
front abroad, hie himseli heading the list by a subscrip-
lion. This was at once respondeti to, and very soon
the whole amaiunt iyas subscribed, sa that the statue
stands freefronîdebttheoneonlything that was wanting
ta fill the cup ai satisfaction of the worthy Secretarits.
We are happy te say ttiat in the subscription Canada
was well rcpresentcd, in fact, next to England, ive
bave naw the largest share in thc Raikes mîonument.
As the pictures, o! the statue vwit moon bc everywhere,
if they are flot already, wve need net descrahe it, fur-
ther thari ta say that the gooti man is representeti
-viith au optn boaok, « t Boo1if as Six Walter Scott
:said, in bis left hand; andi it is well1 to bie so, for ju st

so long as Sunclay schools are places %vlere the Word
ai God is the foundatinn oail teachings, just sa long
wili îtîey bc petpeluaýteti anti be an increasing btessing.
Froni the Thames Eînbankment ta the Alb.-rt Hall,
ta the fiual concert of the Sunday school chioir-a
siîîailer nunîber took part hiere than -.t the Crystai
Ilalaice, the choruis naan:bering i,6oo, but tlîc volume
ofisoutid appeared nearly as grent, probably froin the
tact that the building, immense as it is, is much
sinaller tian the Palace, anid what is or more impor-
tance constructed especially fur concert mnusic. Saine
ai the picces givex at the Palace wer_ý repeatted,but tiie
inajarity were daierent, the exectition, considering ail
tc circuinstances of tht training, %vas admirable.

*rhat thc audience appreciateti thein was sufficientiy
evîclcnccdi by repeateti calis for encarts, ln tact if tht
conductor hati consented nicarly cvery piece would
have been repeated,

This performiance closeti tht week anti completeti
the arrangements of te Committee of the Sunday
Schoot U nion ; but tht hospitality of one gentleman,
Mr. George WVll.ims-known ta niany in Toronto
during lus visit at the International Convention of the
Young Nlen's Clîristian Association a couple oi ycars
ago-would not allow theni to part tans, and hie issueti
an invitation to tht delegates ta a breakfast at the
Aldersgate street rooms ai the London V.I%.C.A. A
large coînpany gathered on the occasion, and, aiter
they hati partaken ai tht good things provided, were
addressed by Samuel Morley, M.P., tht prince ai
nonconiormist merchants; Thos Chambers, .;
MNr. Gurney, whose nanie as associateti wit', ail the
philanthropie movcments in England ;- Dr. Vfincent,
Vice-Chanszellor Blakre, nl forgetting a hearty welcome
front Ar. Wiîlliams humseIL.

So terî-ninatcti a series ai meetings worthy of the
occasion, as the occasion was worthy af the meetings.
That they ill exorcise a mighty influence in alt parts
of dte world we cannot for a moment tioubt. 'Men
fireti with fresh enthusiasin wîll go farth-east, west,
north, anti south-and carry waith them the flame of a
new consecration, and ive shahl bc mucli mistaken if
suc:t, an inîpetus is nat given ta the Sunday school
work as it lasneyer yeî sen. Looking at the whole ield
we sîmoulti say that the mightiest power of onwaxd
înavemient wttt probably bc on the continent of
Europe; there everything appears in readiness, and
in estimatang the religious future of France, Gerînany,
ltaly, Switzerland, Austria, and Russia, we are per-
suaded that tht Sunday school is one af the nîost im-
portant factors ta be consiered; it is a miglity l6aven
alrcatiy working, but whase future influence it is ima-
possible ta overestimate.

I n bringing these few very bni sketches ai the Cen-
tcîary wveek ta a close it must not be understood that
the stries of mîeetings endeti with the week; far from il,
they were but as the .signai fires, and blirougli the
lengtlî anti breadth of Great Britain a respanse has
arisen in almost every city and town, as we should
jutigc looking at the announcements of meetings ta bc
icl<l when the svcek in London closeti. Fur these
meetings the services cf forcîga delegates were eagerly
souglît, and saine ive knoîv have many places ta visit.
%Ve slîould. jutige that it wali, bc quite three or four
nîonths before the wave is spent anti tht gathenings
endeti. MNay mucit blessing sprîng [crn titem ait.

It only rentains ta say howv excellent were the ar-
rangements oi tht Committet of tht Sunday School
Union. No. 56 Old Bailey %vas the headquarters of the
army ai delegates, andi they took i by storm, but
the Committee wcrc equal ta tht occasion. Dinner
andi tea uvere provided for the toreiga visitors ; the
Canadian tielegates having a special ruent for their
gatherings. Arrangements for letters, aise for suppiy-
ing information andi ait that uvas needcd, were excel-
lent, tnd the resolution below was the very unanimous
and i eatty record cf the feelings of the Canadian
dclegation-aid now, what as ta bc tîte result of ail
with us?

Ai a iteting of the Canaclian Delegates, at the close of
the celttnary gacherings, the following resolution was
agîccd in, and orvre ta the Secretaties ai the London
Sîînday School Union:

Itcoutioîî inoved by Scaaator Vidi of Sarnîia, Ontario,
scundud by the Rcv. IL F. liurtis, oX). f tiatilax, Nova6


