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the proverb.  * \Whom God purposes to destroy, e
first dements”  So here Christ was “very God.”
Satan knew he must be prescieat and omniscient.
Knowing all things, and knowing all things alway_s,
even from cternity, Jesus foresaw this temptation in |
all its parts - -where 1t should take place, when, how,
and how it should end.  * To be forewarned 1s to be
forearmed,” and armed Jesus was, awaiting the attack.
Satan knew, too, that if Jesus was God He was om-
nipotent and possessed all powerin heaven and earth,
One word from Him would suffice to lay the tempter
low ; one flash from lus fiery eye and Satan must fall
paralyzed, did Jesus oniy exercise his divine pretog-
ative.  But, assuming what I think we arc warranted
to hold, that for the moment Satan doubted or dis-
believe i the divinity of Christ, itis not so strange that
he rushed to conflict. 1n proof of this view sce verses
seventh and tenth, where, twice in close succession,
Christ asserted his divinity and summoned Satan to
take note of the fact. “ Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God.” “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and Him only shalt thou serve.” God alone
is to be worshipped, this is the docrine of Holy Writ.
Worship rendered to any object whatever, save to
God, is idolatry.

Should any being save God claim worship for
himself e would be guilty of treason aganst the Al-
mighty. Now on this occaston Jesus did claun 1o be
God  He did not only demand service from Satan,
but worship as well. But could He do this, would He
do this, were He not, as He claimed to be, the true
and living Cod—God inacraate.

In all Scripture where can be found a more conclu-
sive proof of Christ’s divinity than tais temptation-
struggle supplies ?  Blessed, thrice blessed fact—Em.
manucl with us, we are surely on the winning side.

“ WL YOU GIVE ME A LIFT T0-DAY?"

This s a question that some persons arc always
asking. They seem to think that it is the business of
somebody else to carry them,--not merely to pick
them up when they are tlat on their backs and unable
to get on their feet without a helping hand,—not
mercly to tide them over an occasional emergency,
when a Ltie outside help may bring everything right
again, but they expect us absolutely to take them up
iy our arms anYearry them.  So far as you can see,
a man who thus drops down upon you is just as able
to walk as you are ; he has the same organs that you
have, he is apparently as strong as you are, he can eat
as much food as you do,— if you will gree it to him,—
an{ there 1s no more reason why you should carry
hiun than that he should carry you, And yet he is
sure to regard 1t as a great wrong if you tell him to
shift for himself, as other people do. In all depart-
ments of life there is a certain proportion of men who
turn out to be failures—not always through any fault
of thetis —and they must be aided. or left to starve,
And the higher the vocation the sadder is the failure,
when it comes,—a clergyman, or a lawyer, or a phy-
sician, with nothing to do, is more hopeless than a
day labourer. The latter has fewer wants, and may
manage to carn a penny by sawing wood, or cleaning
the sidewalks, which the decaved gentleman is hardly
prepared to do.  Let us be very pinful to those who
have tried to fill a hole that is too large for them, and
have dropped through. A little vutside help may well
be bestowed upon those who have tried to earn their
own lining and tried in vain; but what claim have
those persons who never really try,—just hanging
around and waiting for somebody to give them a
start, and woudering why they do not get on in the
world like their neighbours? Must we let them
starve, too? An occasional twinge or two in this linc
might do them good. Again: no man has the right
to ask for help when he has rcason to believe that,
while it may not suffice to rescue him from ruin, it
will be very likely to ruin the friend who furnishes the
aid. “Only let me have the use of your name for
thirty or sixty or ninety days, and I shall then be
sure to be in funds, and it will all be right,"—how
many men, who have earned a competency by their
own efforts, and rectired from business to enjoy the

fruit of their honest toil, are hiving in poverty to-day,

because they bad not the strength to say “ No ™ to this
appeal? 1 believe that the community would be bet.
ter off if every man were obhiged to stand on his own
menits and the whole system of endorsements were
swept away, | know what may be sard about enter-
prising young men who, starting without any capital

two, are almost certan to make a good business and
get rich 3 but if, in the beginning, hus own arm s long
enough only to reach the lowest round of the ladder,
let hum take hold there and Iift humself ap gradually
by his own strength, instead of striking ff to hit the
middle or top of the ladder at one leap, with a far
prospect of breaking his neck in theattempt.  Exces-
sive rehance upon other people, or “ outside help,” s
one of the great causes of our late financial distress.
—Bishop Clark.

TARING THINGS FOR GRANTED.

Half the failures in life result from the habit so
many people have of taking things for granted. The
business man assumes that his credus are good, or he
takes it for granted that his wife knows what style of
living s income will warrant, until the logic of addi-
tion, subtraction and muluphcation proves too much
for hun, and down comes his business in ruins. The
young professional man takes it for granted that
veneenng instead of sohd acquirements will enable
him to succeed, because there are so many notorious
examples of men’s rising and maintaiming themselves
n public fe through pure audacity, native wit, and
an utter lack of conscience. He will find too late
that it won't do to plaa and risk a career by the ex-
ceptions rather than the rule. The farmer keeps no
accounts ; crops lus farin accordiag to the secason, or
last year’s markets, or his neighbour's success ; takes
1t for granted that the laws of nature and of trade will
accommodate themselves to his necessities; sinks
deeper mto debt, and wonders why farming doesn't
pay.

And so on to the end * men everywhere want suc-
cess without paymny its price in thorough peeparation,
nonest hard work, intelligent calculation and fore-
sight, patient attention to details. They take for
granted things which it is their business to know, and
trust that to fortune which common sense and experi-
ence should teach them is controlled by law.

In domestic hfe the same fatuity 1s felt. The un-
happiness unconsciously and thoughtlessly inflicted
aggregates a good part of the total felt in the average
hfe. How many husbands take it for granted that
their wives know they love them, and so never shew
it in the old lover-like way ! How many take it for
granted that wife will ask for money if she needs it,—
heedless or ignorant of the pain it gives a sensiuve
woman to ask for every dollar she receives! How
many fathers take it for granted that daughters nced
nothing but 2 home and clothing,~—that boys cannot
suffer for want of amusement, recreation, sympathy or
companionship,—that the tired mother would herself
plan and execute a vacation rest if she needed 1t !

There is of course something to be said on the cther
side ; but as a rule women are much more thoughtful
in such matters than men are. If, however, any of
them who read this conclude, on reflection, that they
are receiving a little too much as a matter of course
the results of a husband’s toil and fidelity, they wiil
know how to make amends. The splendid devotions
and sacrifices of manly men,illustrated every day and
in all walks of life, are not matters to be aciepted in
an unsympatheuc, listless, matter-of-fact way. It js
not enough 1n this world to “mean well.” We ought
todo well. Thoughtfulness therefore becomes a duty,
and gratitude one of the graces.
things of life, and 1n 1ts common work and dutses, let
us not take—or lcave those whom we love, to take—
too many things for granted.—Golden Rule.

MATERIAL BENEFITS OF MISSIONS.

Human nature being what it is, we are qguite sure
that the division of Christendom into different sccts
or Churches, if it be an evil, is not without a com-
pensating good. Probably tore 1s thus effected than
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couid be were the forces of our entire Protestantism
massed, and wiclded by a single orgamzation. These
many subdivisions secure a careful and detasled super-
viston, avigilance and economy, that are frequently

cwanting in large and coimplicated enterpnses, such as
{lhc missionary work wouald be were it caimed on by a
of thewr own, f they can only get a Lft for a year or i single agency.

If we may trust a recent computation,
the seventy missionary societics of Protestant Chrnis-
tendom have now aLout 2,500 missionaties scattered
over almost the entire heathen workd, with 20,000
nauve labourers and probably 700,000 communtc ants,
and 1,650,000 native Christian adherents. ft costs a
great sum, in the aggregate, to maintain this “ salva-
tion army ” in the field (nealy seven millions of dol-
lars a year); but these figures are insigmificant when
compared to the army or naval expenditures of even
one of the smaller powers of Furope. [t 15 asserted
on high authonty that the American Government has
spent twice as much every year, for forty years, in
fighting the Indians on the borders, as ail the mis-
slonary socicties of the world are spending for the
conversion of the heathen.

The educational work of mussions is a great one,
and without intending it, it is at sotie points the lead-
ing interest, but it1s Chrnistian education, thoroughly
so, of which we have 1n our own country rather the
tradition than the reality. A half million sche .ars are
being taught in twelve thousand of these Christan
mission schools, and thus the kingdom is cuming n
many obscure places, literally withcut obsersauon.

A great preparatory work has been done, in the
way of a many-tongued Christian literature. That
main reliance of Protestantisin—rather, we should
say, of all enlightened Chrisuans—the Bible, has been
transiated into 226 languages and dialects, and
printed in nearly goo versions. Many of these lun-
guages were first put into wnting by the misssonarics.

Christianity carries civthzation withit.  Thus as an
incident of missionary influence, we just now hear
that there 15 an increasing mquiry from the remote
countries where they live and teach, as to the cost of
agricultural and mechanical implements. It 1s pro-
bable that the demand for our products of this descrip-
tion will soon be very considerable, and it is not in-
possible that the next generation of our countrymen
may thereby reap a substanual return fiom the wise
economy, as well as Christian hiberaluy, of their pre-
decessors.

But we are not to regard a work so sacred as that
of Missions in a mercenary spirit. Itis to be | rose-
cuted for the glory of Christ and the salvation «f men.
And notwithstanding the Providential divisions to
which we have alluded, there 15 a real unity. The
spint that animates is the same, and the ends to be
accomplished are identical.  That grcat consumma-
tion, the conversion of the world, will carry with it all

the minor and the material blessings that go along
vath Christian civilization.

BE TRUE.

There are persons whom you can always believe,
because you know they have the habit of telling the
truth. They do not “colour” a story or enlarge a
bit of news in order to make it sound finc or remark-
able.

There are others whom you hardly know whether to
believe or not, because they stretch things so. A
tnfling incident grows in size, but not in qualny, by
passing through their mouth. The; take a small fact
or a slender Lit of news and pad it with added words,
and paint it with high-coloured adjectives, untl it is
largely unreal and gives a false impression.  Andone
does not ke to histen to folks when so much must be
“allowed for shrinkage.”

Cultivate the habit of telling the truth in little things
ias well as in greatones. Pick your words wisely, and
usc only such as rightly mean what you wish to say.
Never “stretch” a story or a fact 1o make it seem
bigger or funnier. Do this, and people will learn to
trust and respect you. This will be better than hav.
ing a name for wonderful stories or making foolishly
and falsely * funny ” remarks. There are enough true
funny things happening in the world, and they are
most entertaining when told just exactly as they came
to pass.

Dear young friends, be true. Do the truth, Tell
the truth. There are many false tongues. Let

yours speak the things that are pure, lovely, true.



