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tion of an audience. Windows, when they will open,
which, alas, is not often the case in our places of
worship, ate a great blessing, by refreshing and reviv-
ing the audience with a little pure air, and enlivening
the poor mortals who have been rendered slecpy by
the stagnant atmosphere of the meeting-house. A
window should, accarding to its name, be a wind door,
and admit the wind to refresh the audience; even so
an original figurc, a nobleimage, a quaint comparison,
a rich allegory, should open upon the hearers a stream
of happy thought, which will pass over them like a
life-giving breeze, arousing them from their apathy,
and quickening their faculties to receive the truth,
Those who are accustomed to the soporific sermoniz-
ings of dignified divines would marvel greatly if they
could see the enthusiasm and lively dehight with which
congregations listen to speech through which there
blows a breeze of happy, natural illustration.

While we thus commend 1l ustrations for necessary
uses, it must be remembered that they are not the
strength of a sermon any more than a window is the
strength of a house; and for this reason, among others,
they should not be too numerous. Too many open-
ings for light may seriously detract from the stability
of a building. A glass house is not themost comfort-
able of abodes, und, besides suffering from other in-
conveniences, it is very tempting to stone-throwers.
When a critical adversary attacks our metaphors he
makes short work of them. To friendly mindsimages
are arguments, but to opponents they are opportuni-
ties for attack ; the enemy climbs up by the window.
Comparisons are swords with two edges which cut
both ways; and frequently what seems a sharp and
telling illustration may be wittily turned against you,
30-as to cause a laugh at your expense; therefore do
not rely upon your metaphors and parables.

\r. is scarcely necessary to add that illustrations
must never be low or mean. They may not be high-
flown, but they should always be in good taste. They
may be homely, and yet chastély beautiful; but rough
and coarse.they .never.should .be.... A house is.dis-
honoured by having dirty windows, with panes cob-
webbed and begrimed, and here and there patched
with brown paper, or stuffed up with rags; such
windows -are- the .insignia of a hovel rather than a
house. About our illustrations there must never be
even the slightest trace of taint; nor the suspicion of
anything that would shock the most delicate modesty.,
We like not that window out of which Jezebel is laok.
ing. Like the bells upon the horses, our lightest ex-
pressions must be holiness unto the Lord. We will
gather our flowers always and only from Emmanuel’s
land, and Jesus himself shall be their savour and
sweetness; so that when He lingers at the lattice to
hear us speak of himself He may say, “Thy lips, O
my spouse, drop as the honeycomb: honey and milk
are under thy tongue.”—C. H. Spurgeon, in “Sword
and Trowel.”

SOCIAL DRINKING.

A few weeks ago, a notable company of gentlemen
assembled in the ample parlours of the venerable and
much beloved William E. Dodge in this city to listen
to an essay, by Judge Noah Davis on the relations of
crime to the habit of intemperate dripking. The
company was notable for its respectability, its number
of public men, and the further fact that it contained
many who were well known to be wine-drinkers,—
unattached to any temperance organization. No one
could have listened to Judge Davis’ disclosure of the
facts of his subject withcut the conviction that it was
a subject worthy the attention of every philanthropist,
every political economist, and every well-wisher of
society present, whether temperance men or not.
These facts, gathered from many quarters, and from
the best autliorities, were most significant in fastening
upon the use of alcohol the responsibility for mast of
the crimes aad poverty of society. Some of them
wera astounding, even to teraperance men themselves,
and there were none present, we presume, who did not
feel that Judge Davis had done a rarc favour to the
cause of temperance in thus putting into its service
his resources of knowledge and his persuasive voice.

How many were convinced by the facts detailed that.

evening that they ought to give up the habit of seanl
drinking, we cannot tell. The probabilities ve that
none were so moved, for this habit of social Arinking,
or rather the considerations that go with it, are very
despotic. The idea that a man cannot bz hospitable
without the ofler or wine to his guests i, so fixed in
the minds of most well-to-do people ir this city that
hey will permit no consideration to iaterfere with it,
cople in the country, in the ordinary walks of lfe,
have no conception of the despotic character of this
idea. There are literally thousards of respectable
men in New York who would consiaer their character
and social standing seriously compromised by giving
a dinner to a company of ladies and gentlemen with-
out the offer of wine. It is not that they care for it
themselves, particularly. Itis quite possible, or likely,
indeed, that they would be glad, for many reasons, to
banish’the wine-cup from their tables, but they do not
dare to do it. Itis also true that such is the power
of this idea upor. many temperance men that they re-
frain altogether from giviny dinners, lest their guests
should feel the omission of wine to be a havdship and
an outrage upon the customs of common hospitality,
We have called these things to notice for a special
reason. The company of wine-drinkers who made up
solarge a portion of the number that filled Mr. Dodge’s
rooms on the occasion referred to must have been
profoundly impressed by the revelations and argu-
ments of Judge Davis. They could not have failed
to feel that by these revelations they had been brought
face to face with a great duty,—not, perhaps, the duty
of stopping sncial drinking, and all responsible con-
nection with it, but the duty of doing something to
seal the fouatains of this drink which has contributed
so largely to the spread of criiuc ond poverty and
misery. /A man must, indeed, be a Lrute who can
coutcmpiate the facts of intemperance without being
moved to remedy them. They are too horrible to
contemplate long at a time, and every good citizen

must feel that the world cannat improve until, in some |

measure, the supplies of drink are dried up.

Our reason for writing this articleis to call attention
to the fact that there is something about this habit of
social wine-drinking that kills the motives to work for
temperance among those who suvffer by coarse and
destructive habits of drink. Temperance is very
rarely directly laboured for by these who drink wine.
As a rule, with almost no exceptions at all, the man
who drinks wine with his dinncer does not undertaxe
any work to keep his humble neighbours temperate.
As a rule, too, the wine-drinking clergyman says no-
thing about intemperance in his pulpit, when it is
demonstrably the most terrible scourge that afflicts
the wotld. There seems to be something in the touch
of wine that paralyzes the ministerial tongue, on the
topic of drink.

We fully understand the power of social influence to
hold to the wine cup as the symbol of hospitality. It
is one of the most relentless despotisms from which
the world suffers, and exactly here is its worst result.
We do not suppose that a very large number of
drunkards are made by wine drunk at the table, in
respectable homes. There is a percentage of intem-
perate men made undoubtedly here, but perhaps the
worst social result that comes of this habit 1s its
paralyzing effect upon reform--its paralyzing cffect
upon those whose judgments are convinced, and whose
wishes for society are all that they should be. [t is
only the total abstainer who can be relied upon to
work for temperance—who ever has been rehicd upon
to work for temperance; and of Mr. Dodge’s company
of amiable and gentlemanly wine-drinkers, it is safe
to conclude that not one will join hands with him in
tempera~.ce labour—with Judge Davis’ awful facts
sounding in his ears—who does not first cut off his
own supplies.— 7. G. Holland, in Scribuer for March.

THE CASUISTRY OF THE CONFESSIONAL.

The mistress and the Irish cook are in colloquy.

“Indade, missus, and what for should I stale from
ye? Imust goand tell it all to the priest. 1 kneel
down to confess me sins; and he asks me so many

quections; there’s nothing in me that he doesn’t find
out. 'daren't tell Zim a lic. 1 must tell him just
what I took from ye, and all about it ; the tay, the
sugar, the coffee, and all unbeknownst + ye. Heasks
me jist wh. t it was all woith, and I must tell him to
a penny; fo. 1 mustn't tell a lie to 4, ye know. ‘lIs
that all,” he stys, says he. ‘Ye stop and think, and
tell me ivery tuing;’ and his eyes look into me very
sowl.  And I takes care to put it high cnough, to be
sure of me sowl. Then he says to me, says he,
‘Have yc got the money wid ye?* | says, ‘Yes,
Father B.' Ye know ye must have the money about
ye whin ye go to cenfess.  And thin he pownts up to
the poor-box, hanging there before me eyes; and he
says, says he, ‘Sce that ye don't lave this house, till
ye've put ivery penny of that ye stole into the box yon-
der, fornent the post.  And I must do it, missus, just
as he tells me, with hiz eyes looking at me so; o 1 go
home wid a lie to the priest; and thin what's the good
of confessing, and what becomes of me sowl? So
what’s the good to m, if [ strles your sugar?”

The above was a veritable v.ocrtrrence in the city ot
Boston, not long ago. It carries internal evidence of
truth, so far as this -that an lrish servant would not
be likely to originate the adroit caswistry of giving to
the poor the proceeds of her pilfering.  Some shrewder
mind than hers started that idea But is that the
casuistry of the confessional? A certain old Book
declares of the Almighty, “1 hate roblery for burnt
offering.”— Congregationaliss.

MEN are habitually striving after place and power,
as if there was happiness in being great and djstin-
guished. If we read history or scrutinize the lives we
see in our own day, we wifl conclude that the chief
misery of the world is lodged in those who have
reached public elevation.

o ®fficial TH)otices.

BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD AND PHOTO-
GRAPHS.

To the Alumniof the C.C. of B.N. A.

DEAR BRETHREN,—Having been appointed by
you, in June last, to edit a Biographical Record of the
Alumni of the Congregational College of B. N. A.,
may I request you, individually, to forward me as early
as possible, a written statement, giving information on
the following points :

Flace, and date of birth~— Names of parents— Where,
when, and how brought to a saving knowledge of
Christ—Church connection up to uniting with the
College—When you joined the College and when vou
left it—Reasons which led you to prepare for the min-
istry —Recollectiens of college hfe—\Vhen ordained,
and by whom—Pastoral settlements, giving dates and
any important incidents thercwith—Suggestions as
to probable improvements on present College arrange-
nents.

It was also agreed, when the above appointment
was made, that a new coliection of photographs of the
Alumni should be obtained and placed in the Col-
lege. 1 will be glad to receive frum each one of you,
your photograph for this purpose. A small sized one,
with as full a bust as possible, would be preferred.

Your immediate attenuion to the above will be
esteemed a favour. Please address 227 St Urbain
St., Montreal, Quebec.  Faithfully yours,

K. M. FENwWICK.

Montreal, 24th Feb., 1879.

LABRADOR MISSION received the following swuns :
Cowanwville Sunday School, $5; Yarmouth, N.S,,
Adult Missionary Associauon, $10; Whitby Special
Sanday School collection, $6 ; Frome Sunday School,
$4; Mis. McDonough’s Toronto Sewing Mecting, $6;
Zion Church Sunday School, Montreal, $30.

A report of this mission has just been printed.  If
any subscriber should fail to receive 1t a post-card ad-
dressed to me, 249 Mountain St., Montreal, will se-
curc one. B. Witkes.

New College, London, has just received a legacy of over
£15,000.



