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Mu. D. Lavrie of Loundon, Fug, ggeneral manager of the
Yire Insurance Association (now the Albion), spent sotne days
in Montreal recently, and attended the geueral meeting of the
Canadian Fire Underwriters’ Association on May 17th. Mr.
Laurie goesto Vancouver, and will takein the Worlds Fuir
before returning to Montreal.  He paid the CuroNtess: a plea-
saunt call. .

Wi ARE INDEWTED to our fellowdoiler in the vineyard of
commercial journalism—Mr. M. S. Foley, proprictor of the
Jounrnal of Commnerce,—for cards announcinyg the marriage on
the 29th ultimo, of his danghter Bertha, to Mr. Lonis lLacoste,
son of Sir Alexauder Lacoste, of this city. We dourt know how
it feels to be ¢ griving away " adaughter, but all the same we
congratulate our confrire on having gained a son, and heartily
extend to the youug couple our best wishes for their future
happiness.

The law fin of McCarTiy, OstER, Hoskin & Cregs.
max, of Toronto, has taken into partnership Mr. LEIGHTON
G. McCarTiy, a nepliew of thesenior wember of the tfirm, Mr.
Dalton McCarthy. We congratulate the junior member upon
his good fortune in making such a connection in his profes-
sional work. The firm has remaved from the offices in Temple
Chambers whichh they have occupied since April of 1877, and
now occupy clegant quarters on the third floor and part of the
sixth floor of the new Freehoid Ruildings on the corner of
Victerin and Adelaide streets, Toronto.

Eorrespondence.

\Cedunct hold oursclves responsiblc for views expireased by Correspondents

SIDE GLANCES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR.
LEidifor INSURANZE AND FINANCE CHRONICLY i—

Now that the World’s Coluinbian Expositiou is in the tile of
successful operation, a word as to the extent to which actual
erformance has followed the greatpromises which bave been so
lavishly made may be of interest to your readers.  To say that
thegreat Exhibition is fully ¢qual to the general expectation of
the diseriminating public and the promiscs of the directory is
high praise, but a yratifyving fact which it gives us pleasure to
record.  The conviction has evidently been strong in the minds
of the commissioners responsible for the manag ment of the
Exposition, that it auglt, in the natuie of things, ¢« be on a
grander scale and better every way than any preceding World's
Fair, excellent as cach one has been.  To present a vivid object.
lesson of the worll's progress in the varions important
imdustrics and inventions, aud to show how rapid and thorough
have been the developments achicved in this 1ast decade of the
ninctecuth century in scicnce and art and to illusimte the
warch of the world toward a higher aud better form of
civilization, bave been evidently kept steadily in view and to a
reasonable extent accomplishied, as indeed 12 oughit to have een,
with the wealth of material available.

Space will not admit of any detailed description of the archi-
tertural or topographical plan of the huildings and grounds cov
cing over 6Co actes, with much of which the reader insalready
become familiar: but in general terms, tow that the plans are
completed and everyihing induce order, we may in simple justice
pause to say that each building and cach: feature of the grounids,
cotuplete i itself anad atrinmph of modern art, hasbeeu soman.
aged as to make up onue harmonious whole, with the umforn
Tesult that the baholder spentancously signifies his impressions
of that whole by the singre word *grand.”  And jus: hiere we
desire 1o say most emphatically that the finished Exposition is
werldavide i its scope, and not, as was apprehended by not a
few, a gigautic Chicago cuterpriscor cven a United States show.
Itis gracifying to note that the conlial invitativn extended to
all the nations, great and small, has been responded to in a
remarkable degree, and that the forest of civessified flags
floating over the ample grounds represent bona fide exthibits on

a liberal seale.  Little Finland vies with Great Britaiu, aud far
away Daliomey shows her crule civilization in close conjune-
tion with Imperial France amd sunny Italy.  Great Britain
occupics a darge space in a most conspicuous position m the
great Manufactures Building, and, we need scarcely say,
occupies it well, while in Machinery iiall har exhibit is pointed
to with just pride by every genunine Briton.  The rish village,
which Lady Aberdeen has inaugurated with such rare good
taste aud real skill, is one of the most striking features of the
Fair, and is a nniversal attraction ; wiile all the Bntish Colonies
are well represented by just those things which best indicate
their specinl characteristios and show the scope of their
progress.  \We confuss to a gowmd degree of agreeable surprise to
and that Canamlda has succeeded in occupying so farge a share of
space in the various departinent exhibits, and stands ount so
prominently amonyg the countries of greater age and resources.
It is with great pleasure that we state the fact acknowledged on
all hauds, that the Dominion really has one of the most credit-
able exhibits on the grounds. One of the first to have cvery
thing in place, she has succeeded iy representing her varied
industries and resources, from the mines and forests of British
Colutbia to the fruits of Ontario and the manufactures of
Quebece aud the Maritisme Provinces, in ~ thoroughly compres
hensive manuer, and has revealed a breadth of enterprine
which will be to her a lasting benefit and a source of satisfaction
to all hier people who are so fortunate as to visit the Exposis
tion.

It will be generally remembered by the ClHrON:CLE readers
that a most diligent effort was made last year, by a committee
authorized by the commissioners, to raise funds amony the
various insurance companies for the erection on the grounds of
a building, to be used as headguarters for visiting insurance
men and for the exhibition of the safest methods of building
construction, fire prevention devices, fire extinguishing appli-
ances, and (or the furthierance of insurance interests generally.
A considerable sun was pledged conditionally, but owing tothe
short-sightcd apathy—to eall it by no harsher name—~of a haife
dozen leading companics. the project kad to e abandoned. Now
all the insurance men whons I have met are cmphatic in their
expressions of regret that one of themost important interests of
our modern civilization is without representation, wheresuch a
rare opportunity was afferded for olucating the public nud pro-
moting the interests of the business. Sowething will 12 done
in the Zaliing ling, and some statistical information diss=min-
ated at a section of the World's Congress later on, where
insurance has a representation ; but this will at best be an
obscure and very unsatisfactory  arrangement, not at all
conuncnsurate with the intesests of a business scarcely second
in importance to any and all other interests affecting the public
welfare.  Sowething has been done on independent Hnes by the
life insurance companies, acling through the local Life Insur-
ance Club, by fitting up cominodious quarters in the Masonic
Temple Building down town, where all e insurance men are
cordially invited to nieet sociaily and for the comparison of
notes and the general prowmotion of theinterests of the husiness,
which is good so far as it goes, but an arrangement which fulls
far short of what ought to have heen and might have been made
if the original plan had been carricd out.

Of the fircextinguistiing scrvice perfected for the vrotection
of huildings and exhibits, we hcar only words of commeudation
from insumuce nien, aud the tesls which have been made of its
cficiency bave amply  demenstrated that it is fully cqual to
any cmcergency wlich s likely to arise. A system of careful
watchfulness has been  inavguraied, plenty of fire cugines
placed in scrvice, an claborate fire alann system installed, a
perverful fire-boat placed iu the lagoon, and an abundaut water
supply provided.  Aliogether, it would secm: that nio frars need
he ententained of the ability of the Xxposition fire depariment
10 prevent any extensive less from fire.

Ever yours,
A.HOH,
Cuicaco, May 26, 1893.
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