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ho coittent ; for surely, IlLord, Thott hast
been favorable unto Thine own land." Asn
the God of ail goodneaa, he bath indeed
been mindful of us: he hath visited us with
Hia loving kindness and H-is tender mercies.
What is it that we desire and require Iliat we
have not? What want is left unsupplied,
what need unprovided for! Surely, then,
it Io not onlv gond, but right, that we should
gi v. thanko to God and cail upon H-is narne,
and mako known His loving kindness from
d"> to day. Therefore,

ULt us, with a gladiome mind,
Praise the Lord, fur Ife is kind;
For His mercies ever dure,
Ever faithful, ever sure."

Tnrning now to the vesr just past, what
record have we to give of the goodness of
the Lord? We otten bear men (and those,
too, who have a rigbt t0 know) state that
trade and commerce have been nprece-
dentedlv dull and backward. They tell us
that, during long mercantile experience, no
such state of matters have they experienred
as the present. Trade bas become so pre.
carions, banka have become so exacting.
failures se frequcu:, and consequent Josses
to the survivors se heauv, that it is with
the greatest difficulty that the very best
bouses keep agoing, and many ef themn do
flot do even that.

Now this is true, su fitr as it goes, and
yet it is not the whole truth. There are
branches of our industry which. were never
so fiourishing as at the present hour. There
are shipping and sbipbuilding in every har-
bourof our Province in which there is water
eough te float a vessel. We have eni>' lu

go to an>' of our âmaller ports tu see ships
afloat, ships building, ships being launched,
ships being laden ; and we have only to go
out upon the ses, te meet them ini the trade
of the whole ivorld, reaping ricb and ho.
nest and honorable fortunes for their
owners. And neyer wcre the>' more flou.
rishing than nt the present hour, and dur-

kgthe pas: ycar, as more than one of you
ean testifv. Here, then, is cause for thar>k-
giving to day ; titis, s wcll as ail other
things, is the doing of the Lord, and it i
marvellous in our eyes.

Stirely. therefore, a land like ours, bleu.
ed and favored thus of God, having .s
much hontest and honorable wealth throwu
upon her,-havi ng wveaI th for the capitalist
and labour for the boncît, deserving poor,
and bread for àslI,-we can, with specialetar.
nestnoss and zest, repea: th. words of the
Psàalmist :-' Lord, Thou bas been faveur-
able unto Thy land."

Ami why is it, then, that there are mome
branches of commerce in mach au embaras-
ed condiroaa! Juittbecouse trade hubeen
overtradeil. This beirsg se, the ordinary
and normai means of prosecuting business
bai to be departed from, to keep the abuor-
mal and artificial monstrosi:v, which men
out of courtes>' caîl trade or commerce,
from premature collapsie. And God, roi-
ing over cmmcrce as over the universe
b>' fixed laws, saw Hia laws departod
lrom, let the mushroora teed, in due
time, tîte breeze of the open air, and it wi.
thered and died. Thus, at the presenh
hour, I believe, atot onl>' in our OWn land,
bac over the wholo commercial world,
whatevcr there (s of commercial depression
is ewing to overtrailing, and ail the"I bogus"f
aliominations, and commercial and finaticial,
sins and falseboods tlerewith connected.
A man in a Lzubordinate position is eager,
lonig hefore he is citiier commerciall>' or fi.
nancially competent, to undertake the
charge, quarrels with his employer, gels
credit, and opens an establishment of bis
own. Another, on the strength of baving
a hcatry Life Insurance Policy (or a nure-
ber of tbem), is taken b>' sorme rich man
aud Ilset up,"-in a short time the friend
gets tired, or his patience gels worn out, b>'
the frivolit>' or dissipation (or both) of bis
youthfül portégé, wicladrawe bis influence
and the youthtul aspirant wo fortune and
commercial honours fails, and sits himself
down on bis creditors, paying 7 j cents on the
dollar. Another starts in a small way, gels
into the good -races of a number of gene-
rous trusting men, and, by an easy mani-
pulation, leaves quieil>' for the S:ates.

Now, Ge<l bas fixed laws of laesaltls in the
human body : ignore them, and the 'vhole
body siekens. He bas is laws et commerce:


