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daily. even hourly, with camplimentary salvos o artitlery to Governor-Genepal,
Dake, Commander-in-Chief, Governors oft Provinees, and the thowl-and-one
of our tendatory native Princes who have Hocked together to weleome the Duke
and display their fosalty s and Twish to say o tew words about all this tonasho.

(1). A few words .ﬂmu( the Doorgra lmu i hediday <. They are all to us
that the Christtnas holidays are to 1 n~'..md..m<l the New Year to Seatland, and
far more.  In Europe and Awerica. !IUII(L!.\.\. no donbt, are enjorvable, amd an
*institution ™ to be patromized t but here they are necessaey. In the former
places they come as relaxation—here, as Bie s there, as alonding opportunities
for unbending from lnbor— here for filling the lungs onee in the year with cool
air,and vendeving future Jabar not only pleasant but possible s there, Cliristias
and New Year come in the midst of ¢old and bracing weather, and sabserse
the purposes ot jollity even more than health—here, the Doorga Poojal comes
Just .tlmut the elose of the worst season of the vear, the hor, damp, stewy = wet
season.” and enables all to eseape for a tortuight or three weeks out of the
Plains 1o the Coast or Hills, and to return again, not to he agn prostrated ang
all sap to be again stewed out of them, but to find that their absence has been
the elbow- ;umt of the season, and that the cool weather, with fresh breezes and
plea<ant mornings and evenings, has taken the place of” the everlasting steam
and vapour bath of July, A: l;:lht and September. Truly Mrs, l)uurw as a
heathien deity, is by no means a respectable lupx'untalu'v 1 but as the aceasion,
itnot the cause, of these holidays, she deserves the gratitude of every Sahib from
Comorin to the Himalayas,  Her's is the great festival, lasting Tonger, and
celebrated with more  prodigality and (]l‘*]ll‘lv. than that of any other idol.
Government took advantage of this, and ot its happening jast at the scason of
the year when every one of us in the Plains is completely + done up.” to convert
it into the fong holidays of the year. Besides this, we keep as (Lvsc holidays
not only such holidays as (lxr1~111r1~ New Year, Easter, &n: - but also something
like 2 dozen of the chief Hindoo testivals.  Indeed, moall warm countries, a
multiplicity of holidays arises from the necessity of’ human nature and circum-
stances.  Men need them, and in the course of time they will have them: and
if they do not commemorate great national or political events, they will soon
come to commemorate real or fancivd religious ones.  Instead of endeavoring
to crush this necessity. it would be well for wise nvn to endeavor o give p(‘ﬂplt‘
worthy events to remember, and to teach them how to remember them in
a worthy manner. It may scem strange that a Christian government
should legalise heathen festivals, but remember. (1) the people wodd have
them, let Government do as it pleaserd 3 (2) the people needed them. and as
they would not aceept Christian ones, \\N!nm decreed to let them bave what
they wished till a higher inner life warranted a ]n;_;]ul cutward form; (3)

Tovernment has always gone on the * conciliation ” poliey. according to whiek
the utmost claims of heathenism have been readily  admitted.—itg »iehts, even
according to its own pretensions, vindicated. —and the advance of Religion
sccured, not by legislative assistance, frequently even not by legislative justice.
but by its own inherent superiority, and by the uln ration ot that Law ace “ording
to which Darkness as a negative must Hy betore Light as a pusitive.

But even as a matter of poliey this recognition of Doorga might he justified.
The educated natives now speak of and rt-wn"d the huhdaw “far more_than
the *festival.”  They long for the former; they laugh at ‘the latter. True.

many families even of the wc(xlthy and educated still Lcep up the Poojah, still

celebrate the worship at enormous expense and with an infinity of tinsel
display ; but this comen from an utter want of faith in anything real and true,
an utter want of conviction, on the one side, and a fondness for old customs,
and the regard of the masses on the other, and not from any belief in the ex-
istence of the goddess or the reality of her worship.  As conscience is being
developed in the Bengalis, they arc more amd more beginning to protest against




