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,ýlifriciilecs bave detcrroed it, no obstacles have turuied it aside. But, large as, ii
the capaeity of the human mnind-daring as are its fiiglits, thcre is a litilit bce-
yond( ihiclh Lhcy uiay not e\tend. It nuav dciii with the visible aud the nkaterial
but, w lien it attemîpts to grapple, wvîth theý unseen and the spiritual, it înnst so'n

<liseover its itter fbvcbleuess. It can discover the qualities of natter, and the,
laws by wlîich the rnoveaentsof the niaterial universe arc carried ou. But, i the
Nvords of thit -record oftruth of whichi wo bave beeî ispeaking, Il Who ean, by seareli-
ing, findoutGlod? Whcniîot.ehihyutpric.o "Naturairca-

:son inay lecîd ils to coriclude that tlic niagitifienitsuture of that, fabrie of whiclt
ive heliold so sinail a part, exhibiting, as it (lues, so inany traces of w%,isdoiti and
beneficeiwe, must have had a Cicnbnlen reator. But easoni eali tell
uls littie of Ris eharacter and perfections. And hience Nwe learn tlîat, the niost
,enliglitened nations of antiquity, ivlen left to, the guidlance of their own unaided
mnental powers, in foriaing their notions of the Divine Being, Il hauged
the glery of the îîîcorruptibile Go into an imtag iade like to corruptible iman,
und te birds, and to four-foeted bcasts, adcreepinsw things." It is to that
'lWord wvhicla is Trruth" that ive inust corne, ifive would learn the truechuirac-
ter of' elthe God with whoi ive ]lave to (Io." Again, ive know by our con-
sciousness that there is a priiple within, us that tbinks andi noves and wvills,
~-a principle that, is distinct froni that eartlîy tabernacle in wlîieh it is Iodged;
but, as te wvhat shal bce the ultitnate dt-stiny of that spiritual prineiple,ý natural
reason eau, give us neo certain information. Shiail it perishi with thie bo]y ?
ýor shall it survive the rein of i.ts tcmiponiry abode ? Heathen philosophers
have deenied the inimortality of the soul a i)ossibility, and saine have main-
tained it to bc a probability; but noue knew it te lie a certainty. And
even whîere it was reeivcd as truc by those i9ho had ne flght fronà heaven te
.guide thein, the doctrine of' a future state ivas se niixed up wvth the miost absurd
and ehildish fables that it exerted no practical *influence upon huma» conduct.
But Ilhile and ininortality are broughit te liglit by the g"ospel.» 'What human
reason ivas unable te discover, has bina clearly madý kuown to us by that
-Word ivhich is Truthi." Frein it we learn that thiat divine principle thiat is

placed 'withiyi us perishes flot wvith the eartb tabernacle in which it is lodged;
that when its tcmnpoary dwvelling place fahis into reins, that deathless principle
Passes into the worl orspirits; that there it caiters upon an endless existence of
ineffable bliss or iuieneiva-tble woe, accorçling as it bas departed froul this life
purified froni transgression or I)ollu4çe1 by sin.

But further, there is a conscience within us ilat accuses and vondemns us
:as sinners ini the sight of God. And there is a inomentous question that presses.
itself upor., the attention-" flo' shali a guilty sinner find acceptance ith ae
Being of itfle.*iblc justicp and unspotte holiness ?» Now this is a question.
àthat coenscience imuaj prompt, but whîclî nature cannot answer. The anwrte
it formis one.of those naysteries thue. are to praf'Ouîad for the hanan immd, with.
%ill its boasted powers, adequately, to explore. 1W must search for it in tIat
-1 Word which is TruthY" Anmd there ive do not need to search in vain. There
we find the revelation, of that wondrous iplan whiereby, ini harrnony with ail
the attributes. of the divine charactersn is punished, and 016 sinner pardoned.
Ille oicat Gad of' heaven and earth, who, hecause of our sins, is justly offended,
instead of peuring ont Iis wrath upon the head of the guilty, Il hes laid upeu,
Iis own Son the iaiquity cf us al. R1e, I&týte brigktness of the Fathier's gler)y
and the express image of. Ris persont» left the boo of the -Father and +.he
'tbrone of' eternitv, came into tliis world, took tapon . ini the nature of fallen
mn, and pomire-a out bis soul unto death upon the cross, as an atonement for

,Our simns. bhus&LGoa is in Christ, reconcihing, a lost warld unto iuseif, not
inputing unto nmen their. trespmses." ' have spokçen of this already,.but, 1
recur te h again for the purpose oft impressing upon )-our nainds that this, the

grn rt frvela-tuon, is one tIat could neyer have emtered into the; nin.d of


