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devising me+.hods and forma of bocks suitable to the needs of
their times. They have go far donc it well, and so long as 'man
tin do x% hat man bas done,' we may expeet them to, do it weIl.

"0f the writers there arm three prime classes, viz-, the re-
porters, the digesters, and the coimnentators whose work is now
principally done by the annotators. None of t1bese clausea in
very distinct though their funetions cleave sharply. Ofttimea
the work of performing two or more of these functions, sueh as
reporting and annetating, bus been done by ene writer and pub-
Iished in the ame book or set of books. Often, if not nsually in
thue present day, such work is done by a highly organized and- co-
ordinated staff of writers, for in no other way can the mana of
current and psst decizions bc managed.

"The work of the reporter and that of the digester of cases i
familiar, and the forma in which their work appear in print are
net greatly varions. They need no ttutmondd! or any introduc-
tion to a profession that has known them both by name for
hundreds of years. But the co!nmentator and hie -modern
progeny, the annotator. in a writer of many degrees and differ-
t'nces. lis work and methods have been foreed through many
developrnents. aud undergone many changes. Some have taken
the name of annotator who were flot wortby, while there are
* commentaries' and treatises tLat are really nothing but digests.
There are real <eoinnient. ries nevertheles in this lay, snch as
the Criminal IiRW Treatises of Wharton, Wigmore's Evidence,
and Lahatt's. Master and Servant, and others equally well-known.
We cau pass frein ail these to the annotators, for this is frankly
a special plea in their behaif. T.hey are riew doing what may,
perhapq. ht* as grent a work for the common Iaw as ever has been
done, and that is the rectification qnd liarmonizing of it into
iiiiformity and systematie accuracy.

"For several centuries in the history of the common law the
necd for such work waq amply supplied by -the great commenta-
torial m'd inst itutional works of Coke, Hale, Blackstone, and
Kent, and the specitl treatifea contemporary with them. Pre.
cedents were net nuinerous then us compared te now, and the


