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CHANGINr, GRADE 0F STREET.-It has been held by the Ohio
Supreme Court, in the case of Coluinbus Gas Light &~ Coke Co.
v. City of Columbus, that a gas company laying its pipes in the
streets of a city, under a grant from the city, in conformitv with
anl established grade, does so subject to the right of the city to
change the grade of the street whenever the necessities of the
publie require it; and in the absence of wantonness or negligence
on the part of the city, the company cannot mnaintain an action for
damiages occasioned by the necessity of taking up and relaying
its pipes in order to accommodate them to, thc new~ grade.-
A lbanjt Law Yournal.

AFFi DAVITS iiy TELE PHONE.-The Alichignnt Lau' journal
asks : IlCan an affidavit be' legally sworn to over a telephone ?
\Ve do not knoNv that an" court has yet been called upon ta
answer this question. But it is oniy a quesýtion of timie %vhen the
point mnay be raised. To our certain kno%%letdge, the practice pre-
vails to somne extent. It is, ta say tiie least, questionable -whether
the subscribing notary cari legally say the affiant 'personally
appeared,' in the real meaning of the jurat. It is extremely
(loubtful whether an affidavit or verification sa made w~ould be
held sufficient if put to a legal test," We think the Yournal is
quite corruct in its doubts. The ruie is that the officer and
afflant miust be face to face. This is substantially held in Case \».
MPe, 76 N.Y. 242. Case \vas president of a life insurance com-
pany, and wvas accustonied to sign reports required by Ia\N- to ho
verified, and send thenm by a rnessenger to a neighbouring no*tarv.
wvho, Nvithout seeing him or sw'earing him., affxed his signature
ta the certificate. This Nvas held flot to be a valid affidavit of
which perjury could be predicated. 0f course in the case sup-
posed there is the farmn of admninistering the oath, wvhich dlid not
exist in the case cited; but how~ cail an oith be intelligently
adininistered ilss the affiant is personally prcsent ? No ane
would contend that the transaction could be made bin'âing b:
letter through the mail, and yet that wvould be as authoritative as a
telephonic communication. Hlow can a legal officer get jurisdic.
tion of a person who is not present before him ? There are many
things done iu this Il hustling " age whicn Nvill not Ilhold water,"
and this thing is one of them.--A Ibany Lau, Yournal.


