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whOre tii. eggs Pressedl aglaist each otiier, sligrhtly fiattened facets
wer. formed (fig. a), a featur. noticeabie in many otiier eggs,
especiaily the. eggs of certain fishes. lu diameter ecd. egg vas
about Ti# of an inch, or slightly larger than tiie mites' eggs de-
ucribed by Claparède, whicli ver. about r of ao inch in long
diameter, the formn being ellipsoidal in that case. Claparéde
states that t'die eggs may be dcposited at ail times of the year*,
but in tiie case of tis Canadian Hydrachua tiie chief spavning
period may be in the vanner summer months.

Wien examined with a pocket lens, the brigit red bail of
yolk in seen to b. surrounded by a duil wbitisii envelope, the
external sheli. Under a higier power, say 2co diameters, the -red
mass or vitelin. globe, whicii is very opaque and dense, is en-
ciosed by a thin skin or layer (fig. 1, 6) outside of which is tiie
extremilyr tiick externat, capsule or sheil (fig. i, c). This external
siieli, which 1 distinguish as the chorion, is eitier of grreat thick-
nesu or a wide space separates it from the vitelline globe inside.
In the.lien'% egg the. yellow vitelline bail is separated by a vide
albumen-flled space from thc outer white sheli; but the. sheil itself
is 4tin. Claparéde, ini thc mites' eggs which lie describes, speaks of
a space betveen the outer sicli (bis "ISciiale " or "1Dotterhaut ")
and the. contents inside ; but, while hie describes a thia layer
around the. dense yolk-bail, the "IlKeim-haut," vhich is not reaily
an ffl-membrane at ail, but a thin layer of germinal protoplasm,
h. mentions a third layer or skia, viiich h.e distioguisies as the
411Zwiscieniaut" ; and the vitelline bail lu tiius surrounded by
three membranes. The outernist lu a true chorion produccd flot
by the yolk but by tie epithelial olis ot the. oviduct, whereas a
vitelline membrane or zona radiata is always a product of the vitellus
or egg itself. Thc chiorion in the. egg of H>u1a-wcAu is lbard like liera
and extremely graulai in appearance, as thougi studded ail over
vitii grains or minute papillS, eacii papilla, under a higi power,
apparently exhibitiaig a puncture (fig. à). 1 tried various experi.
menus in order to prove the. existence of pores or canals in tii.
sheli, and of a vide space aeparating the *biel[ froni tiie yolk-bali
inside. 1 subjected ome egg to great pressure under a cover
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