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a fine large mortgage on his property, which probably he may
neyer be able to lift. One need flot go far from the province of
Ontario for illustrations of this peculiar tendency on the part of
certain persons to invest money in this reckless manner. Thus
when wc find men, otherwise shrewvd enough in ordinary busin'ess
inatters; throwving away thousands of dollars in an atternpt to
obtain oul by boring through the Laurentian granites and gneisses
as has been donc in the upper Rideau district not very long ago,
even by people who should have known better, there is evîdently
a necessity for furthur enlightenment on these subjècts, in order
that the public may be better guided. Rccently, I met a person
whowasendeavouringtoobtaincoal by sînkinga shaft through the
crystalline limestone in Lanark county, and in rcply to my
observations that he would flot tind it there, he stated that he
knewv lie did not agree wvithi the scientists on the subjcct, but he
wvas convinced the coal wvas there, bccause hie had smellkd the
gas in the shaft. His case ivas a hard one and difficuit: to deal
with, for the reasonthat hewouldnot beconvinccd on the ,round
of common sense and sc;entific knuwledge ; and bis chances for
success were scarcely equal to thosc of a man I once met iii
New Brunswvick, wvho had a large farm composcd principally of
barren gyrey saridstone, but who kneiv that there wvas a large body
of iron ore on bis place because lighltning liad struck there twice
in fiftcen years.

Lt is wvonderful hiow some men get carricd awvay on the
subject of mines. 1 have kniown, men of ti he 7ist standing
iii the legal world wvho were prepared to spcnd thousands of
dollars ini miningr on the wvord of a travelling clairvoyant, whom
thcy had consultcd on the subject, and wvho, after going into a
trance, declarcd lie clcarly saiv a large body of ricli ore thirce
hundred feet belowv the surface. On the mère strength of sucli
a statemnent a company ivent to îvorkand sunk a shaft 500 feet,
iii which they dropped 5o,ooo dollars of capital, without findingyD
the rich ore body so easily located. People in general will
scarcely believe suchi instances of folly exist among those whoin
education should cause to knowv better, but at the saine time


