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silent meetings, ministers wvould be
raised up among us, to tell to a lîsten-
irig multitude the glad tidings of a
great joy, for "out of the fullness of
the heart, their morths wou/d speak ;'
the young and the aged would mingle
their pray.-rs and praises; they would
'take sweet counsel together and walk

to the house of the. Lord in conîpany,"
and "Ias the hart panteth after the
water-brooks," so would oui- hearts de-
lighit in these semsons of spiritual
refreshment, and they would becoine
a necessity to, our inner life and well-
being.

I do flot look upon the attendance
of Meetings, in itself, as a means to an
end, but rather the contrary ; I hold
that if our hearts are f ull of love to our
Heavenly Father, we can and will
worship himi in deed and in spirit,
every day of our lives, whether in a
so-catled meetingy house, or our dwell-
ing houses, in the field or the work-
shop, in t.he office or the counting room,
and in fulfilting the flrst cormmand by
thus lovingr the Lord, the observance
of the second ivili as surely follow as
the night does the day, causing us to
heed the apostle's injunction, to " lfor-
sake flot th,- assembling of ourselves
together," Ilpresenting our bodies a
liv-ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable to
God," considering it flot only the
Ilreasonable service " spoken of, but
'will feel it a blessed privilege, to be de-
nied of wvhich, would be flot only a cross
but a loss.

If these statements are correct, the
work of reformnation must begin at
home in oui- own hearts, to make theni
fit receptacles for the spirit of love and
peace to dwell in ; the spirit of good
will to ail men ; of forgiveness to those
who have wronged axs ; of reconciliation
with those with whom we rnay have
been at variance; the spirit that would
heal diff-erences between our feilow
beings, ai.d watch over one another for
good, covering from public gaze, when
in oui- power, withl a m-antIe of chiarity,
the frailties of others, thus practically
exemplifying the G ilden Rule ini oui-

every day life, remiembering through ail],
that " They that hunger and thirst after
righteousness shail be filled." What
meetings we will have when these
conditions are established 1 In fulfilling
these requirements, we secure oui- own
peace, oui- exanple leads others to seek
and find the truth, an-d we will have
the blessed assurance, that IlThey that
are wise shall sbine as the brightncss
of the firmament, and those that turn
many to righteousness, as the stars
forever and ever."
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A TR\'IP TPO THE FRANKLIN
MOU NTAINS.

We supposed, before we came down
here, that this might be the "Iland of
perpetual spring ";but we flnd tbey
have somte winter weather here as
elsewhere. There lias been more
cloudy, disagreeable weather bei-e for
the past six weeks than lias been
known for several years. During the
week just past it lias been very -nuch
like storm, an-d last First-day we av, 'ke
to see the snow gently falbing out oi
doors. It snowed hard ail day long,
but melted some, as it fell. Five or
six inches fell altogether and froze up
in the evening. The sun came out the
next day and took part of it off. But
he soon hid bis face, and now this
morning- it is disagreeable again. The
snow will soon be gone, however.
This bas been an unusually severe
winter ail through the South, and I do
flot wish to give the impression that
ive have no pretty weather, for, on one
of the most ptrfect days I ever saw in
iiidw-inter, we took a trip to the rnoun-
tains.

It was of this trip to the mounitains
that 1 started out to tell, so -%vilI leave
that m. ost interesting of aIl subject

"the weather," until som-e future lime.
We intended to get a very -early

stant, for- il w'as îtvelve miles or more to,
where we wished to go. As it was we


